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CAIRO (AFP) — U S. Secretary of Stare Warren „ 
fctart a new Middle Bast tour on Aug. 8 aimed at 

ISeadtock in the Isradi-Syrian peace talks, Egypt 

ffomi Mubarak said Saturday. Egypt’s Middle East News Agency 
said Mr. Mubarak was speaking after a brief visit to Saudi Arabia, 
where be discussed with King Fabd “the obstacles hampering the 
peace process, indnding the issue of Jerusalem." Mr. Mubarak 
saw Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad m Damascus last week was 
met Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in the Egyptian border 
town of Taba later Sunday. Mr. Christopher shuttled between 

Israel and Syria the week before last but apparently failed to break 

die deadlock between the two countries over the Golan Heights. 
A1 Ahram emoted Mr. Mubarak as saying Mr. Christopher wold 
return to the region on Aug. 8 “to give a new posh to the 
Syrian-Israeli trade" of peace talks. “The president said Egypt was 
ready to try to overcome some of the obstacles ... so as to push 
fogrerd the process of a just, comprehensive and durable peace," 
it added. Mr. Mubarak and King Fahd discussed Jerusalem and A1 
Ahram quoted Mr. Mubarak as saying; “The issue of Jerusalem 
trill be settled through negotiations.” 
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to ‘negotiate Jerusalem with PLO 9 

TABA. Egypt (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Sunday confirmed his country's commitment to negotiate Jeru- 
salem's future with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in 
accordance with the Israeli-Palestinian declaration of principles. 
“We are committed by signing the DoP to negotiate Jerusalem, 
but it will be done, in accordance with the DoP. not larcr than two 
s after the implementation of the Gaza- Jericho accord," Mr. 
in said. But he also insisted that “Jerusalem must remain 
unified under the sovereignty of Israel." Mr. Rabin was speaking 
at a joint press conference with Egyptian President Hosiu 
Mubarak in Egypt's Red Sea resort of Taba. after a meeting 
between the two leaders. His comments came after a row over 
Israel's peace declaration with Jordan in Washington, which said 
that Israel gave "high priority to the Jordanian historic role” in the 
Muslim shrines in Jerusalem. Mr. Rabin said the article in 
Israd-Jordanian accord "basically respects the existence of an 
agreement that the Muslim holy Waqf has been financed by Jordan 
for the last 27 years." 
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Gore to visit 
self-rule areas 

GAZA (R) — United States 

Vice-President A1 Gore will 
visit Israel and the Palesti- 
nian self-rale areas in 
September on the highest- 
level U.S. mission since 1986, 
Palestinian officials and U.S. 
diplomats said on Sunday. 
U-5. diplomats visited Gaza 
on Saturday to arrange the 
visit, due on Sept. 4, with the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity. The officials said it was 
cot yet decided if Mr. Gore 
would visit the Gaza Strip or 
Jericho.- U.S. diplomats said 
£e was also likely to make a 
T&ort visit to Israel after 
attending a United Nations 
conference on population 
growth in Cairo. 

Iraqi rebel chief 
warns oil firms 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iraqi 
opposition leader has warned 
foreign ofl companies against 
resuming activities in south- 
ern Iraq, saying those col- 
laborating with Baghdad 
would not be spared rebel 
attacks. Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Bagfaer Hakim , die head 
of die Supreme Council of 
the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq (SCIRI), said Saturday 
that rebels in Iraq were “de- 
termined to make southern 
Iraq into a hell for criminals 
ana aggressors. Everyone 
should realise tbat those mho 
want to be with the regime of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein would not be spared 
blows bom the mujahe- 
deen,” he said during a pub- 
ic meeting in the city of Qom 
in central Iran. 

Kuws&J crown prince 
nsiisS.Arabia 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
v Crown- Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Ai Sabah left on 
Sunday , for a visit to Saudi 
Arabia, the Kuwait News 
Agency reported. A state- 
ment 6y the heir apparent's 
office- said he had flown to 
Jeddah but gave no details of 
his programme and did not 
say how long he would stay, 
the Official agency said. 
Sheikh Saad was accompa- 
nied by Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs and Planning 
Minister Abdul Aziz Al 
Dakhil and Kuwaiti Ambas- 
sador to Saudi Arabia Abdul 
Rahman Al Bakr. 

Group claims attack 
on Minya policemen 

CAIRO (AFP) — The out- 
lawed AI Gamaa Al Isla- 
miyya. (Islamic Group) Sun- 
day danned responsibility for 
an ambush in southern Egypt 
which left three policemen 
wounded. In a statement re- 
ceived- here the group said 
die attack cm Thursday night 
was only “the beginning of a 
new stage of jihaa (holy war) 
in Malfawi.” a town in Minya 
province, some 300 
kQometres south of Cairo. 
Ihe policemen — two cap- 
tains ami one private — were 

P walking through Minya when 

' gunmen opened fire on them 
and then fled the scene. The 
statement said the assailants’ 
escape “confirms the solidar- 
ity between the Egyptian 
people and the jihad.” The 
group also accused the au- 
thorities of murdering two 
Muslim fundamentalists — 
Ashraf Nagui and Ragab 
Abdnl Hakim — probably a 
reference to two killed on 
July 23 in a shootout with 
security forces in the troubled 
southern region of Assiynt. 

49% of Swiss 
favour EU entry 

LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
Almost half of the Swiss 
population are in favour of 
the European Union 
i according to a poll pub- 
1 in a Swiss magazine 
Sunday. Of the 1,003 people 
guestioned in the poll for the 
magazine L’Hebao, 49 per 
! cent said they were in favour 
I -Pf -Swiss EU membership, 
ij* The result shows a four per 
’ increase on a poll pub- 

! fished by the Swiss social 
research institute three 
j months ago. That poll 
I _ ^howed a 20per cent swing in 
fevonr of EU membership 
• since 1992. 



Israel accepts ‘certain 
requirements’ with Syria 

Mubarak and Rabin ponder means 
to break logjam in Israel-Syria talks 

TABA, Egypt (Agencies) — 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Rabin, trying to draw Syria 
into a peace deal, said on 
Sunday Israel understood it 
would have to meet “certain 
requirements” to end nearly 
a naif century of conflict. 

Mr. Rabin and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
their countries partners to a 
1979 peace deal, spoke to 
reporters at the end of a 
nearly two-hour s ummi t to 
discuss how Israel might 
clinch an agreement with 
Syria. 

“Israel wants peace with 
Syria and we are ready to 
understand that there will be 
certain requirements for us,” 
Mr. Rabin told reporters in 
die Egyptian Red Sea resort 
of Taba, jnst across the bor- 
der from Israel. 

IsraeH-Syrian peace talks 
are stuck on the fete of the 
Golan Heights, seized by 
Israel in 196/. Syria demands 
a full withdrawal. Israel is 
willing to pull back but would 
not say bow far until Syria 
commits itself to full rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Rabin would not 
elaborate on the “require- 
ments,” and said he would 
not negotiate through the 
media the extent of a with- 
drawal that Israel envisaged 
in a peace deal. 

Mr. Mubarak said Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
would never sign a peace 
treaty with Israel unless the 
Jewish state withdrew com- 
pletely from the Golan 
Heights. But the Egyptian 
leader said he believed Mr. 
Assad was more open to 
some of Israel’s terms. 


Israel 
and Arabs 
meet in 
Cairo on 
environment 

CAIRO (R) — Delegates 
from 20 states including 
Israel and most of the Arab 
World said on Sunday they 
were dose to drafting a code 
of conduct that would curb 
environmental aggressions in 
the Middle East. 

“It has been agreed to 
make an outline on conserv- 
ing the environment but we 
hope that in the future this 
moral environmental charter 
will turn into an executive 
one to punish the polluter 
and to cure the pollution,” 
Jad Ishak from the Palesti- 
nian delegation told Reuters. 

Israeli delegate Zeev Ruria 
said: “There were lots of 
differences but there was a 
dialogue. The outcome of the 
meetmg today is that we are 
about to draft a code of con- 
duct which hopefully tomor- 
row morning will have the 
consensus of ail the parties.” 

The two-day meeting, 
which opened in Cairo on 
Sunday, focused on outlining 
the nature of the environ- 
mental relations between the 
regional parties and on limit- 
ing environmental violations 
that pollute the region, the 
delegates added. 

“The Middle East is full of 
environmental aggressions, 
for example, the Jordan Riv- 
er has become a mere pas- 
sage for liquid wastes 
dumped by Israel,” Mr. 
Ishak said. 

He said environmental 
aggressions were embodied 
by the daily desertification of 
Israeli-occnpied Palestinian 
land, overuse of arable land, 
abuse of its agricultural 
potential and uprooting 
trees. 

One issue discussed was 
occupation and its impact on 
environment, mainly in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

“We mentioned all the en- 

(Coafmued on page 7) 


“My feeling (is) that he is 
much more flexible and he 
wants peace,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

Both leaders said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, due in the re- 
gion on Aug. 8, would play 
an important role bridging 
the Israeli -Syrian gap. Mr. 
Mubarak said he hoped for a 
settlement by year’s end. 

“The point is the mistrust 
between both rides,” Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters after 
seeing Mr. Rabin off. “I told 
yon very frankly that Syria 
will never accept signing any 
peace or establishing it with 
Israel without complete with- 
drawal from the Golan. 

“The prime minister wants 
to know what they are going 
to get in return,” Mr. Mubar- 
ak said. “That’s the point. 
That’s the dick. If this dick 
could be broken... I think 
there will be much more flex- 
ibility in the coming 
months.” 

Mr. Rabin, in a reference 
to Israeli agreements reached 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)’ in 
September and Jordan last 
week, said: “I hope that 
there wifi be a change as a 
result of what has happened 
with the Palestinians and. the 
Jordanians on the Syrian' 
side.” 

Mr. Rabin said: “Syria has 
to do something in its public 
diplomacy, in its public utter- 
ances, that mil bring the peo- 
ple of Israel to be convinced 
that Syria is eager to have 
peace.” 

Syria and Lebanon, where 
Damascus acts as main 
powerbroker. are Israel’s 


only remaining frontline foes 
not to have concluded agree- 
ments with the Jewish state in 
nearly three years of peace 
talks begun in Madrid. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said on Satur- 
day: “Assad had the possibil- 
ity to be either first or last. 
And when be lost the option 
to be first, it seems to me that 
the option that interests him 
is to be last.” 

Mr. Mubarak, who called 
Mr. Rabin “the cornerstone 
in the peace process,” sides- 
tepped persistent questions 
by Israeli reporters as to 
when he would answer Mr. 
Rabin's two-year-old invita- 
tion to visit Israel, including 
occupied Jerusalem. 

“I would like to go to Tel 
Aviv because Jerusalem is a 
problem,” Mr. Mubarak 
admitted to reporters. 

Syria said Sunday it was 
not optimistic about the pros- 
pects for a comprehensive 
peace settlement in the Mid- 
dle East, accusing Washing- 
ton of allowing Israel too 
much room for manoeuvre. 

Damascus Radio said the 
peace process was also en- 
dangered by Israeli threats to 
attack Lebanon in retaliation 
for. bombings of Jewish 
targ ets i n Buenos A ires and 
'Ton36n," and called on the 
United- States to prevent 
Israeli aggression. 

Army Chief-of-Staff 
General Hikmat Shehabi told 
die government daily Ushrin 
there were “no grounds for 
optimism” about achieving a 
fair and comprehensive 
peace. 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. authorises 
invasion of Haiti 


UNTIED NATIONS 
des) — The Security 
on Sunday passed a resolu- 
tion that dears the way for a 
possible U.S.-led invasion of 
Haiti to oust the military- 
backed government and res- 
tore the ousted President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

The resolution authorised 
the use of force passed by a 
vote of 12-0. China and Bra- 
zil abstained. Rwanda was 
absent for the vote. 

The resolution, which gives 
no timetable for the possible 
use of military force, “autho- 
rises member states to form a 
multinational force under 
unified command and control 
and... to use all necessary 
means to facilitate the depar- 
ture from Haiti of the milit- 
ary leadership." 

The resolution also calls 
for the deployment of a 
6,000-member U.N. force af- 
ter any invasion. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said the 
resolution was a warning to 
Haiti’s military-backed gov- 
ernment tbat “if they are not 
going to leave soon and 
voluntarily they are going to 
leave soon and involuntari- 
ly.” 

But Ms. Albright, in 
answer to a question, con- 
tended an invasion was not 
inevitable: “I think we have 
provided ourselves with the 
tools in order to do the job 
that we deem necessary but 
we have a choice of tools. 
What we have done is pro- 
vide the president with one 
more tool for action in 
Haiti.” 

Mr. Aristide, himself, 
cleared the way for a vote by 
sending a letter Friday calling 
for "swift and decisive ac- 
tion” against the military 
leaders who overthrew him in 
a September 1991 coup. 

As Haiti’s first 
democratically-elected lead- 
er, he was overthrown by the 
military after only seven 
months in office. The United 
Nations has repeatedly asked 
conp leaders, headed by 
General Raoul Cedras, to 
step down and leave the 


country. 

Mr. Aristide sent another 
letter to the council late 
Saturday, saying he hoped 
the resolution would be 
adopted because it “provides 
an appropriate framework 
for the implementation of the 
Governors Island agree- 
ment.” 

The Governors Island 
accords, signed in New York 
just over a year ago, called 
for the restoration of demo- 
cracy, the return of Mr. Aris- 
tide to office and the resigna- 
tion of the coup leaders who 
overthrew him. The military 
has ignored the accord. 

The Security Council a 
year ago imposed a fuel 
embargo on Haiti and then in 
May clamped full trade sanc- 
tions on the Caribbean state. 
These have had a devastating 
impact on the impoverished 
nation. M 

The phrase “all necessary 
means” was the code word 
for military intervention and 
used in the 1990 Gulf war 
resolution that permitted the 
U.S. forces to drive Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

The resolution also: 

— Establishes a 6,000- 
membqr U.N. peacekeeping 
force to take oyer from the 
multinational intervention 
force when the Security 
Council certifies that a “se- 
cure and stable” environment 
has been created. The conncll' 
will base its recommenda- 
tions on the commander of 
the military intervention 
force as well as Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 

— -Calls on the U.N. 
peacekeepers, known as the 
U.N. Mission in Haiti (UN- 
MIH), to help train Haiti’s 
mmed forces, create a civi- 
lian police force and help 
organise free and fair elec- 
tions, due late in 1995. The 
resolution gives the 
peacekeepers an initial man- 
date of six months and says 
they should complete their 
mission by February 19%. 

The council temporarily 
had only 14 members since 
Rwanda vacated its seat 


Regent calls on NR A to set up 
efficient information system 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Sunday urged the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA) 
to maintain an effective in- 
formation exchange system 
with various institutions as a 
way to help the countty plan 
future projects, especially in 
exploiting the Kingdom's 
natural resources. 

“To achieve this end, it is 
best to establish a national 
information system which can 
help the country foresee the 
needs for the future and 
accordingly endorse plans to 
meet them,” the Regent said 
during a visit he paid to the 
NRA. 

Addressing NRA staff in 
the presence of Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Talal Ureikat, the 
Crown Prince suggested 
organising a scientific week in 
Jordan to focus attention on 
natural resources like water 
and energy and the environ- 
ment. 

He praised Jordanian ex- 
perts citing their success in 
utilising Jordan's potash, 
phosphate and fertilisers as 
an example of their capability 
and skill. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Sunday addresses staff of the 
Natural Resources Authority (Petra photo) 


Reflecting on the work of 
the NRA. Prince Hassan sug- 
gested the abolition of leg- 
islations that often conflict 
with each other and hinder 
the effective handling of 
issues related to the environ- 
ment, energy a^l water and 
said that instead an inte- 
grated system should be in- 
troduced that would better 


serve national interests and 
unify various institutions 
efforts in coordination with 
the NRA. 

The Regent also suggested 
that work be shifted to the 
field and that the NRA man- 
agement offer its staff incen- 
tives. 

NRA Director General 
Fakhreddin Daghestan i out- 


lined the NRA's [dans and 
activities, which include pros- 
pecting for oil and natural gas 
as well as mineral resources 
including oil shale, phosphate 
and potash. 

The Regent toured the 
NRA offices and examined 
maps and information about 
natural resources in the King- 
dom. 


Tehran 
warns U.S. 
against 
attack 

TEHRAN (Agencies) — A 
newspaper here warned the 
United States on Sunday 
against any attack on Iran in 
connection with the London 
and Buenos Aires bombings, 
saying it would endanger 
U.S. interests throughout the 
wdrid. 

“The leaders of the United 
States and its friends in the 
region should know that Iran 
is no Iraq or North Korea,” 
said the daily Hamshahri, 
which supports the govern- 
ment. 

“Any aggression against 
Iran would risk destablismg 
the interests of the aggressors 
throughout the world.” 

U.S. British and Israeli 
leaders have accused Iran of 
involvement in bomb attacks 
on Jewish interests in London 
and Buenos Aires. 

Iran has strongly denied 
any role, offering to help 
combat international terror- 
ism, and accused Israel and 
its Western backers of laun- 
ching a new propaganda war 
against Tehran to discredit 
Islam. 

A car bomb exploded out- 
side a Jewish charity in Lon- 
don on Wednesday injuring 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel besieges Lebanese 
village amid rising tension 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops have been pre- 
venting food and medicines 
from reaching a village in 
South Lebanon since Tues- 
day, the Lebanese Red Cross 
(LRC) said in a statement 
issued here Sunday. 

“Our emergency teams 
wanted to enter Yohmor in 
coordination with the Inter- 
national Committee of the # 
Red Cross (ICRC) to help 
the inhabitants, who have 
been under siege for six days, 
but they were prevented from 
doing so.” the statement 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Hizboilah 
group said its guerrillas car- 
ried out a bomb attack Sun- 
day against pro-Israeli mili- 
tiamen in South Lebanon. 

Yohmor, on the edge of 
Israel’s “security zone," has 
been cut off since Tuesday by 
the Israeli army, which has 
erected an earth wall on the 
road linking ft with areas 
controlled by the Lebanese 
army. 

The LRC said it wanted to 
send in a convoy consisting of 
a mobile clinic, medicines 
and flour for the villagers, 
who were living in difficult 
conditions and running short 
of food. 

- Lebanese police said 180 
families were trapped in 
Yohmor. 


In March the Israeli army 
imposed a similar blockade 
on the village following an 
anti-Israeli attack. 

The latest blockade fol- 
lowed attacks by Hizboilah 
guerrillas, who killed one 
Israeli soldier and wounded 
13 in an area of the “security 
zone” near the village. 

Hizboilah did not report 
any casualties in Sunday's 
attack on the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA). 

It said its fighters “deton- 
ated a bomb as a patrol of 
Israeli agents passed by near 
Beit Yahun" in the “security 
zone.” 

Lebanese police confirmed 
the explosion without giving 
further details, and said artil- 
lery in the zone fired several 
shells in response. 

Israel said late Friday it 
had withdrawn the military 
reinforcements it had sent 
into the zone at the start of 
the week. 

Sources dose to the SLA 
said Israel withdrew three 
artillery pieces, five Merkava 
tanks, four troop carriers and 
a mobile headquarters. 

In Beirut, resistance forces 
vowed on Sunday to make 
northern Israel uninhabitable 
if Israeli forces attacked 
South Lebanon to avenge 
bombings of Jewish targets in 
Bnenos Aires and London. 


The pledge came after 
U.N. sources reported that 
about five per cent of South 
Lebanon's 300,000 residents 
had fled their homes after 
Israel threatened a “painful 
response'* to guerrilla 
attacks. 

"It they bombard South 
Lebanon, we will bombard 
settlements in northern 
Palestine,” a pro-Iranian 
leader who requested anony- 
mity told Reuters. “If they 
displace 300.000 Lebanese 
villagers, we will displace 
150,000 villagers." 

The Israeli side of the bor- 
der is far less populated than 
South Lebanon. 

A year ago, Israel, which 
invaded Lebanon in 1982 to 
drive out Palestinian guerril- 
las, launched a week-long 
assault on the south and guer- 
rillas there. The operation 
killed about 150 people, 
mainly civilians, destroyed 
thousands of homes and 
caused some 300,000 people 
to flee intense shelling. 

A U.N. peacekeeping 
source said on Sunday 15,000 
people had left southern 
Lebanon fearing an imminent 
Israeli strike. 

Security sources said the 
exodus was midweek. No 
movement of people from the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sanaa: Geneva talks no reconciliation bid 


ADEN (Agencies) — The 
Yemeni government,- in a 
fresh snub to U.N. efforts to 
promote post-civil war recon- 
ciliation, has said a meeting 
in Geneva last week did not 
constitute talks with its defe- 
ated southern rivals. 

The official news agency 
SABA quoted an official 
source as saying late on 
Saturday that Sanaa govern- 
ment envoys went to the 
meeting simply to advise 
U.N. troubleshooter Lakh- 
dar Ibrahimi of the content of 
a government statement. 

“Dialogue op the future 
between all Yemeni political 
foroes is a strictly Yemeni 
affair,” the source said. 

Thursday’s Geneva talks 
were held a day after the 
Sanaa cabinet said in a state- 
ment it had asked the United 
Nations to end its involve- 
ment in Yemen because the 
civil war had ended. It also 
insisted any talks should be 
held in Yemen. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Jomhouriyah, in a com- 
mentary on Sunday, reiter- 
ated the official position. 

. “Anyone who wants to 
spefculate on the Yemeni dia- 
logue must realise that this 
dialogue, as the official 


source made dear yesterday, 
is an affair that concerns Ye- 
men alone,” it said. 

The meeting was the first 
north-south encounter since 
the end of the two-month 
civil war, on July 7, when the 
army of President All Abdul- 
lah Saleh captured the south- 
erners bastion of Aden and 
defeated at the same time 
their attempt to secede. 

Sanaa on Wednesday said 
the Yemeni file at the U.N. 
Security Coundl should be 
“closed” and that internal 
dialogue should take place 
inside Yemen in order to 
“prevent any external influ- 
ence.” — 

The Security Council voted 
in June two resolutions on 
Yemen, calling on the war- 
ring factions to cease fire and 
resume dialogue. 

After the fall of Aden, 
southern leaders who proc- 
laimed the south independent 
on May 20. fled the country. 

Mr. Ibrahimi said after the 
meeting that representatives 
of the Sanaa government and 
its defeated secessionist foes 
held three hours of talks and 
afxeed to pursue a “political 
dialogue." 


Saying he was speaking on 
behalf of the two delegations, 
he told reporters the meeting 
around a table at U.N. Euro- 
pean headquarters had been 
held “in a good atmosphere." 

SABA quoted the source 
as saying Haidar Abu Bakr 
AJ Atlas, prime minister of 
the breakaway southern state 
that collapsed on July 8, had 
attended the Geneva talks at 
Mr. Ibrahimi's request. 

Mr. Attas is among 16 
southerners Sanaa declared 
traitors and put on a black list 
of people it would not deal 
with. 

Mr. Ibrahimi said on 
Thursday the two sides, led 
by Yemeni Planning Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Iryani for 
Sanaa and Mr. Attas for the 
southerners, would maintain 
contact with him to fix a date 
and venue for a further en- 
counter. 

Al Jomhuriyah also criti- 
cised “certain Arab news 
organisations ” for “dishon- 
est” coverage of the Geneva 
talks in presenting them as 
north-south dialogue. “No 
one has the right to speak 
about the context of this dia- 
logue outside the realm of 
constitutional legality," the 
newspaper said. 


Saleh wants 
to try rivals 

YEMENI PRESIDENT A 
Abdullah Saleh on Sundj 
said he wanted neighbour^ 
Oman and Saudi Arabia t 
hand over southern brea! 
away leaders so they could t 
judged for “war crimes.” th 
official news agency SAB: 
reported. 

“Our country is in the pr< 
cess of asking foreign cour 
tries to hand over a certai 
number of criminals on th 
run, in order to judge them 2 
war criminals in Yemen. 
Mr. Saleh, a northerner, sai 
in a speech in Taez 

He named leaders of th 
“Yemen democratic repul 
lie" declared m m nil hern Yi 
men mi M.i\ 2tt. nul.thh i 
” preside in." Ah Salem 
lteidh, "vice-president 
Abdul Rahman Al Jiffr 
“prime minister,” Abu Bak 
Al Attas, and "defer.c 
minister" Haitham Qassei 
Al Taher. 

Mr. Saleh warned th: 
those included in the amnesi 
“have 15 days to return to tl 
country as ’from today,” ( 
else “face constitutional an 
legal measures." 
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JD 31m EIB loans to help TCC 
expansion, water network repair 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The European 
Union is extending about JD 
31 million to finance telecom- 
munication and water pro- 
jects in Jordan through die 
European Investment Bank 
(EIB) at concessional rates, it 
was announced here Sunday. 

A press release from the 
European Commission, the 
executive arm of the EU, said 
25 million European currency 
units (ECUs), or JD 21 mil- 
lion. were being lent for ex- 
panding international tele- 
phone links to outlying re- 
gions and installation new 
links with tile West Bank and 
Lebanon and with other 
neighbouring countries. 

Another loan, of 12 million 
ECUs (around JD 10 mil- 
lion), is for the Water Au- 
thority of Jordan (WAJ) for 
an environmental improve- 
ment scheme involving re- 
habilitation of water supply 
systems serving Salt. The 
loan will also have a two per 
cent interest subsidy from the 
European Commission's 
budget. 

The European Commis- 
sion has signed four coopera- 
tion protocols with Jordan 
under a broader accord 
reached between the 12- 
member European Union 


and Jordan. The European 
Commission is the executive 
arm of the union and admi- 
nisters EU assistance to 
countries separate from bi- 
lateral agreements reached 
between EU member coun- 
tries and recipients. 

The fourth protocol, which 
covers 1992-96 provides for a 
total of 126 million ECUs 
(JD 115.5 million); 80 million 
ECUs (JD 67.04 million) will 
be in the form of EIB loans, 
44 million ECUs (JD 36.97 
million) in grants and two 
million ECUs (JD 1.676 mil- 
lion) in contribution to risk 
capital help for entrep- 
reneurs. About 34 million 
ECUs ($29.22 million) have 
already been allocated for the 
rehabilitation of the Axnman- 
Aqaba desert highway. 

The commission and the 
government last week signed 
an accord under which Jor- 
dan would get JD 9 million — 
most of it as grant — for 
water-related projects. 

The latest EIB loans for 
telecommunications will help 
Jordan's current five-year 
programme to expand the 
telephone network and dou- 
ble capacity (280,000 lines). 

It follows on from an initial 
loan of ECU 20 million from 
the EIB, advanced in 
November 1993, to increase 
switching capacity at several 
regional exchanges and boost 


international telecommunica- 
tions connections with Egypt 
and Syria, and then Europe. 

The works financed are 
being undertaken by the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC). 

The switching equipment, 
serving about 20 areas, is due 
to be installed by 1996, and 
the works to lay 70 fibre-optic 
cables (some providing links 
with Jericho), establish 13 
microwave links (including 
some to Lebanon) and con- 
nect up new lines are sche- 
duled for completion in 1998, 
the commission said. 

“Given the joint benefits 
of this investment scheme for. 
the countries in tile area and 
for the community, particu- 
larly in view of the peace 
process under way in the 
Middle East, these funds are 
being advanced under EC- 
Meditteranean ‘horizontal 
financial cooperation’ agree- 
ments," the press release 
said. 

The ECU 12 million to the 
WAJ for the Sail environ- 
mental improvement scheme, 
is made available under the 
fourth EG Jordan protocol. 

The project centres on re- 
novation of the town's water 
distribution and sewerage 
networks, which date from 
the 1940s and which serve a 
rapidly expanding population 
now numbering some 67,500. 


Hie works involve laying 
of some 440 kilometres of 
water supply pipes, construc- 
tion of eight reservoirs and 
eight pumping stations, fit- 
ting of 20,000 water metres 
and installation of 12 
kilometres of sewers. 

"The aim is to cut down 
considerably on losses in the 

system, currently estimated 

at one million cubic metres of 
drinking water a year, to 
protect groundwater re- 
sources by reducing wastewa- 
ter infiltration and over- 
abstraction, to improve the 
quality of the water supplied 
and the service provided and 
to increase the volume of 
revenue received." 

This is the fifth operation 
concluded between the EBB 
and the WAJ, the press re- 
lease said. 

Modernisation of Salt's wa- 
ter management systems 
forms part of the measures 

ernment towards rationa/use 
and conservation of the coun- 
try’s water resources, mea- 
sures which have been 
attracting EIB support for 
several years, with loans for 
water management schemes 
in the towns of Zarqa, Irbid 
and Ramtha, a project to 
raise the height of the Kaf- 
rain dam and rehabilitation 
of King Abdullah canal, it 
said. 


Palestine People’s Party praises Jordan, 
urges PLO leaders to follow its example 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Palestine People’s (commun- 
ist) Party (PPD) has praised 
Jordan's success in its nego- 
tiations with Israel and urged 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) lead- 
ership to follow Jordan's 
approach to ensure the rights 
of the Palestinian people. 

"Jordan, through penis- 
tent efforts, has succeeded in 
attaining the objectives it had 
defined for itself since the 
start of the Madrid confer- 
ence," said tiie party's daily, 
A1 TalTaa, which is published 
m Arab Jerusalem. 

“The Washington Declara- 
tion is to be regarded as 


favouring the Jordanian 
stand because it provided for 
the restoration of Jordanian 
territory and water resources 
as originally demanded by 
the Kingdom," it said in an 
analysis Sunday. 

The paper quoted Israeli 
officials as saying in the wake 
of the signing of the Washing- 
ton Declaration that Jordan 
had stood firm on its objec- 
tives and attained them “un- 
like the Palestinians whose 
’negotiations with the Israelis 
were not so successful.*' 

“The Palestinian lead- 
ership should take stock of 
what happened and reconsider 
its position to find out the 


real reasons for Jordan's suc- 
cess and the reason <for the 
the Palestinian's failure." the 
paper quoted the IsraeU offi- 
cials as saying. 

The paper said the Israelis 
“were jubilant in their suc- 
cess of removing the psycho- 
logical barrier with Jordan 
but they overlooked some 
aspects resulting from that 
success." 

“The most significant ele- 
ment overlooked here." said 
tiie paper,, “was the collapse 
of tiie so railed “Israeli secur- 
ity theory" which was behind 
Israel's commitment to settle- 
ments built along the Jordan 
Valley as a security boundary 


Leading Likud figure says party 
should accept self-rule deal 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — A 
leading Israeli right-wing 
politician said Sunday his 
party should accept the Gaza- 
Jcricho autonomy accord 
with the Palestinians. 

Mosbc Katzav, the head of 
the Likud parliamentaiy fac- 
tion, said the accord handing 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
over to Palestinian self-rule 
was painful, but was alreadv 
done. 

“What happened has hap- 
pened," Mr. Katzav told 
Israel army radio. “If we 
come to power, we shouldn't 
say we will invade Gaza. But 
that we will honour the inter- 
national agreements.” 

"We should accept the 
changes on the ground, 
reorganise ourselves. We 
have to accept the new status 
in Gaza and consider it irrev- 
ersible,” said Mr. Katzav. 

"The Likud, if it returns to 
power, will have to recognise 
the international commit- 
ments given by the previous 
government, including the 
Oslo accords," he told Israel 
Radio. 

“I am ready to talk to any 
Palestinian, but only about 
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autonomy because we have 
totavoid the creation of a 
Palestinian state at all costs,” 
said Mr. Katzav. who was 
transport minister in the last 
Likud government. 

Mr. Katzav told the Yediot 
Aharanot newspaper he was 
even ready to meet Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who is usually refer- 
red to by the Likud party as a 
“terrorist.” 

"The Likud could join a 
government of national unity 
with Labour if the prime 
minister commits himself to 
avoiding the creation of a 
Palestinian state," Mr. Kat- 
zav told the daily. 

The Likud, with 32 mem- 
bers in the 120-seat parlia- 
ment, totally rejected the 
autonomy agreement with 
the PLO but has welcomed 
the end of a state of war and 
start of peace negotiations 
with Jordan in the last two 
weeks. 

The Likud and other smal- 
ler right-wing parties object 
to giving to any territories for 
peace. But giving up the 
Gaza Strip was widely popu- 
lar in Israel, with most males 
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eager not to spend their man- 
datory army reserve duty 
chasing stonetbrowing 
youths. 

Mr. Katzav stressed that 
he was opposed to any furth- 
er “territorial concessions. 1 ' 

The Likud's objections to 
the Gaza- Jericho accord have 
been sharp: They took the 
unprecedented step of walk- 
ing out of the May parliamen- 
tary vote on the accord to 
demonstrate their contempt 
for the government. 

Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu has described the 
self-rule areas as a “terrorist 
state” and has said Mr. Ara- 
fat should be arrested and 
tried for war crimes. 

But some retired Ukud 
politicians and backbenchers, 
concerned about the party's 
recent low showing in the 
polls, have urged the lead- 
ership to moderate its views. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
avoided answering questions 
on whether he would honour 
the accord should he be 
elected prime minister. He 
told army radio that Mr. Kat- 
zav’s views were representa- 
tive of only one of many 
party factions. 


on the eastern front. 

“Israel has no more justi- 
fication for holding on to this 
old concept since, with peace 
with Jordan it becomes obso- 
lete and the old theory con- 
flicts with sound logic.” 

It also quoted the Israeli 
officials as saying that the 
Washington Declaration 
opens the door wide for the 
Palestinians to pursue nego- 
tiations with Israel to expand 
the Jericho self-rule area to 
extend as far as the River 
Jordan and to demand tiie 
dismantling of die Jewish set- 
tlements along the length of 
the Jordan Valley since peace 
is coming to the region. 


Environmentalists 
protest site of 
Wadi Araba talks 

EILAT (AP) — Israels na- 
ture reserves authority ob- 
jects to use of a desert nature 
reserve along the Israeli- 
Jordanian border as the site 
of peace talks and possibly a 
future border crossing, offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

Roni Malka. the author- 
ity’s director in the region of 
the Red Sea resort of Eilat, 
said peace talks at the nature 
reserve straddling the border 
in Wadi Araba are causing 
"irreversible damage to the 
ecosystem of desen animals 
and plants." 

Israeli and Jordanian 
armed forces turned the pla- 
cid moonscape into a bustling 
tent town this month to 
accommodate the hundreds 
of officials and journalists 
that arrived in cars and buses 
for the talks. 

Mr. Malka said he was 
especially alarmed at tenta- 
tive plans to establish a 
permanent border crossing at 
the site, within the 16-square- 
kilomerre reserve just nonh 
of Eilat. 

"We will not allow them to 
build a crossing in the middle 
of the reserve. Let them go a 
few kilometres north" or 
south." he said. 


Princess Basma announces final document 
for World Conference on Women in 1995 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma 
Sunday announced that. the 
national document to be pre- 
sented at the Fourth World 
Conference on Women has 
been finalised. 

In a joint press conference 
with the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), Princess Basma 
handed the document to 
ESCWA Deputy Executive 
Secretary Tborayya Qbeid and 
Chief of the Women and 
Development Section at 
ESCWA Fatima S baity Kas- 
sem. 

At the press conference, 
held at the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF), the Princess said that 
the document presents the 
status of the Jordanian 
women in the 198%, and 
recommendations for impro- 
ving that status and the 
Jordanian woman's standard 
of living. 

“We axe concentrating on 
conducting workshops and 
working on developing the 
existing document; and based 
on it, we will be-able to set 


out priorities,” Princess Bas- 
ma said. 

The Princess, who will 
head the Kingdom's delega- 
tion to the Beijing confer- 
ence, said her only concern is 
that the recommendations of 
the document be im- 
plemented in the future and 
not simply remain ink on 
paper. 

“It is not enough if we 
conduct workshops and lec- 
tures, we need to put our 
hands together, especially 
women's organisations, and 
concentrate on improving 
women’s status, particularly 
in urban areas,” the Princess 
said. 

Responding to questions, 
Ms. Obeid said Jordan was 


Ms. Obeid said Jordan was 
the first country in the region 
to submit its finalised document, 
adding that based on this 
document and the others sub- 
mitted by countries of the 
region, ESCWA will submit a 
report on women’s status to 
be adopted at an expert 
group meeting on the region- 
al plan of action for Arab 
women to be held in Amman 
on Nov. 8. This meeting wfll 
be immediately followed on 
Nov. 9-10 by the inter- 


governmental regional prepa- 
ratory meeting for the Fourth 
World Conference on 

Women. „ 

While tiie document noted 
that Jordanian women have 
been particularly fortunate in 
Sftnng improvement in their 
condition, it sited some shor- 
tages including providing a 
mechanism and programmes 
aimed 'at consolidating the 
progress achieved by women, 
women's poverty and unem- 
ployment, limited participa- 
tion of women in the for- 
mulation of economic policy, 
and increasing violence 
against women. It said the 
effects of war also led to 
negative consequences on the 
lives of women in Jordan, as 
has the lack of .or non- 
enforcement of laws that pro- 
tect women's rights. 

“It is a long and hard 
procedure to try and change 
the current legislation in 
order to match with today's 
woman’s life,” Princess Bas- 
ma said. 

The official document sug- 
gested a plan of work to 
enhance the condition of 
women in the future. It in- 
cluded raising women's 


awareness of their legal rights 
and obligations, promo ting 
the participation of women in 
the varions forms of political 
fife, encouraging the parti- 
cipation of women in econo- 
mic activity and tbeir con- 
tribution in the labour force, 
strengthening the role of 
women in society and boost- 
big their social status, de- 
veloping health services, im- 
proving the role of media in 
the services of women's 
issues and strengthening the 
participation of women in the 1 
preparation and implement^ 
tion of plans and programmes 
relating to the environment. 

ESCWA and the National 
Committee for Women, are. 
working as a part of the 
various national and regional 
activities aimed at finalising 
Jordan’s national plan of ac- 
tion, which will culminate m 
a regional platform. 

After adoption by ESCWA 
states, the regional platform 
of action will be submitted to 
the secretary-general of the 
conference in New York, to 
be used as input in the for- 
mulation of a global platform# 
of action to be presented at 
the Beijing conference. 
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Aqaba authorities crack down on thefts 


By Rana Hnssetni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Sunday said that Aqaba 
police announced the arrest 
over a nine-day period of 4 
individuals in connection 
with several thefts in diffe- 
rent parts of the port city, 
according to PSD reports. 

The report said that on 
July 20, police apprehended a 
man suspected of stealing 
electric equipment from a 
shop in Aqaba where he was 
employed. 

The authorities also said 
they detained a man identi- 


fied only as N.T., who 
according to police reports, 
stole $1350 and JD 30 from a 
tourist in Aqaba. The report 
did not indicate if any of tiie 
money was retrieved from 
tiie suspect. 

Another rase involved the 
arrest of a youth who on July 
17 stole his brother’s car and 
wrecked it in a crash. 

ATa A.B. (17) was re- 
leased a week later, then 
apprehended again for auto 
theft during a routine check 
on vehicles. 

Aqaba police also said 
several trade drivers in the 
area reported that their 
trucks were stolen from tiie 


truck depot along the main 
highway. 

Investigations led to the 
arrest of three suspects in 
their mid-3Qs'> who, according, 
to the report, tried to sell the 
contents of the trucks. 

fhe report did not release 
the names of the suspects, 
their ages or occupations. 

Homeless man 
mmmits suicide 

A 28-year-old Zarqa man 
who on Saturday tried to 
commit suicide in A1 Harfieh 
area, died a few hours later in 
Zarqa Military Hospital, 
PSD and hospital sources 


said Sunday. 

According to the report, 
N.A.N. suffered a five cen- 
timetre wound in the neck, 
after he placed his neck 
under an electric saw in a 
shop in Zarqa. and turned 
the machine on. 

The owner of the shop told 
police that he had gone to 
pray in the loft. A few mi- 
nutes later he heard the 
machine running then beard 
something fall to the floor. 

The shopowner, who was 
not identified, said he took 
the victim to hospital. 

The victim's sister said her 
brother suffered from mental 
illness and .that he was bonu* 
less.** -* - ' 


Jordan to observe IPharmacy conference 
breastfeeding week stresses on advances 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan will 
observe World Breastfeeding 
Week between Aug. 1 and 7 
with this year’s theme being 
“The International Code of 
Marketing of Breastmilk 
Substitutes.” 

The code seeks to encour- 
age and protect breastfeeding 
by regulating marketing prac- 
tices used to sell products for 
artificial infant nursing. 

The health ministry, acting 
in conjunction with the Un- 
ited Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), is organising 
several activities in Jordan 
aimed at protecting and en- 
couraging the breastfeeding 

Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh will attend a special 
ceremony at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel on Aug. 3 
where he will deliver an 
address on the aims of World 
Breastfeeding Week. 

UNICEF said that the 
objective of the week’s activi- 
ties is to raise awareness about 
the international code, its 
purpose and its potential, to 
encourage governments to in- 
troduce national rules and 
regulations using the code as 
a minimum standard and to 
stimulate public interest 
groups, professional orga- 
nisations and the general 
public to monitor the en- 
forcement of the code. 

According to UNICEF the 


code applies to: artificial 
milks for babies, other pro- 
ducts used to feed infants, 
especially when they are mar- 
keted for use in a feeding 
bottle or for infants under six 
months of age. 

UNICEF Regional Repre- 
sentative Victoria Realp and 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Regional Repre- 
sentative Omar Suleiman are 
also expected to address the 
ceremony. 

UNICEF said that the 
world breastfeeding week 
this year offers an opportun- 
ity for people worldwide to 
join together in celebration 
and action in support of 
breastfeeding. 

The first world breastfeed- 
ing week was launched by the 
World Alliance for Breast- 
feeding Action in 1992 on the 
theme of the “Baby-Friendly 
Hospital Initiative.” 

The theme for the week in 
1993 focused on women, 
work and breastfeeding. De- 
scribed as a mother-mendly 
workplace initiative, the 
theme looked at ways in 
which women working at or 
away from home could be 
supported in practising 
optimal breastfeeding. 

Health ministry sources 
said that Jordan hopes that 
all of its hospitals will become 
baby-friendly hospitals by the 
year 2000. 
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Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Cbtnpany 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information .... OX- 53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Milch Maternity, J. Amn. 

643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcbani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666(27/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Indian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777IOI/3 
Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 
Ama! Hospital 674 155 

ZARQAr 

ZarqaQevi. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09J900560 

I bn Sffla Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (IWJWTOO 

IRBID: 

Process Basma Hospital (02)273555 

Greek Catbofic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al NafccsHcspsuJ (02)247100 

AQABA: 

P r in c ess Hays Hospital — (03)3141 (1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1} 

- Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

MfcOO — .. Dubai. Abu Dbabi(RJ) 

M:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

*1:8® Beirut (RJ) 

11:0® New Delhi (RJ) 

1730 Cairo (RJ) 

1*3® Rhodes (add l (RJ) 

1*0® Bangkok (RJ) 

1*08 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*2®-- Sanaa (add) (RJ) 

22:40 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

gg Moscow (RJ) 

Madrid. Damascus (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

“*9® Khartoum (5D) 

[*».- Muscat. Abu Dhahi (GF) 

— Sanaa (1Y) 

,7:flB — Rome (AZ) 


AMMAN — Minister of 
Higher Education Rateb 
Saond Sunday opened the 
International Conference 
on Pharmaceutical Pro- 
ducts and Drug Develop- 
ment Processes, praising 
the achievements of Jor- 
dan's growing phar- 
maceutical industry and 
stressing the importance of 
such advances in working 
towards a disease-free sod- 
cty. 

Held at the Applied Sci- 
ences University in coop- 
eration with the Higher 
.Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST), the 
two-day meeting groups 
Arab scientific technicians 
from the region and 
abroad. 

Dr. Saoud said all 
national and international 
scientific, cultural and so- 
cial activities interact to 
drive all efforts towards 
success, making it posable 
for the Arab World to 
achieve levels on par with 
the developed countries. 

Representing the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology, Khaled 
Shreida outlined the coun- 
cil’s main objectives con- 
cerning laying the scientific 
basis for science and tech- 
nology and encoura ging re- 
search to help local indus- 
try. 

The first session included 
the presentation of four 
papers: “Approaches to 


£2 Cairo (MS) 

Dubai (EM) 

Beirut (add) (ME) 

g * Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (Rj) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

iSS '""A Madnd (add) (Rjj 

12 .20 .. . Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

SS Rh«te( a dd)(Rj{ 

Amsterdam. CfckagD (add) (Rj) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

OftS::; Istanbul (TK) 

12.-88 j-- Beirut (ME) 

w3o Khartoum ($D) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat (OF) 
21:15 s*!®*(!Y) 

2208.. \PUn?<MS) 
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Drug Discovery and Drag 1 
Design,” by Yusuf Abdul j 
' Hajj, professor of medical j 
chemistry at the University ; 
of Minnesota: “The Path ; 
to Successful Development j 
of Solid Dosage Forms," , 
by Laman Al Razzaq, man- i 
ager of formulation de- i 
velopment of Abbott Labs; 
“Quality Assurance in i 
Pharmaceutical Industry," ' 
by Ibrahim Jalal; and “Re- j 
cent Challenges for the j 
U.S. Pharmaceutical In- 1 
dustry,” by Musa Ghan-, 
nam, of Merck Co. | 
The second session' in- 
cluded another four pap-] 
ers: “New Drug Develop- j 
ment," by Patrick Mar- 
roum of the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration! 
(FDA); “New Drug De- 
velopment: Clinical and j 
Bioavailability Studies," by I 
Walid Awani; “Clinical 
Studies; Industrial Perspec- 
tives," by Asma Ghannam 1 
of Merck Co., and ai 
“Radioprotective Agen- j 
cy," by Zubeir Muhie- 
Eldeen of the Faculty of j 
Pharmacy and Medical j 
Technology of the Jordan \ 
University for Women. \ 
Today’s two sessions will ] 
include 12 papers. 

Dele gates participating 
represent Arab, American, j 
and European companies i 
and scientific institutes, in I 
addition to other Jordanian I 
specialists from the pbar - 1 
maceutical industry. 


hijaz railway 
TRAIN 

Dtp. Aummi 8:00 every Monday 
Ait. Damascus 

5:oa p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Air. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 
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Banana • ^ 

Banana (Mukam mar ) (SB 
130/70 

5?™* 25QM7D 

Cauliflower 18U7 100 
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Cucumbers (vnall) 240/120 

|sepb“» 180/ 100 
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850/550 

F™!* 55 / 240 

rf mon 420 / 280 

‘** arTl w (large) 180 MOD 

300 / 200 

Mulukhiah 150/80 

2 kra "ioau/5flo 

- 500/300 

Onton (dry) 250 / 200 

Sweet Melon 160/ 100 

grow Owl) 280/180 

repperiswcct) 250 / 160 

5**!® - 400/250 

i?*™ 600/400 

UOt 50 

Jrtnng beans 400/ 3« 

watermelon 130/80 
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iocum e Vietnamese rice back on market 



JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 1994 3 


i m 1995 


' V/ 

awarenesi of «k 
and obii E1li tleir leca. 

ci^tion C o f U ^g 

tnburion (n . an d 
"rengthenin^ 

“* “wir ^ 

™]°P ln S hca(?h ” at “s, : 
p. rov,n s the rX^.; 
? he services 
BSu 5 5 . a °d 

Reparation a nd 
^? f pIan Sa n n d ' r m pCi 
relating to th* 

ESCWa and ? h ' 1r ^S 

Committee forvy^ 1 ^ 

various nationa, S 

StesSSs 

a A&s£ m,ttt 

.s&X 7 ri §2 

the secretarv-geie^ ltIcd b 

conference in^ . 0 ^ 

as input j ^'b 
muJanon of a £ 0 J? ^ % 
of aaion to t* i 

*■* Bei J in g co n&^t < 

i thefts 

said Sunday 

timetre wounding* 
after he p| aced k . "«t 
mder an eleciric ? 

*e machine tUn * 

»hce that he had «j 0 l 1 
3ra / ,n , the loft. A feiri 
J^1 S - * ater !* heard £ 
running then ^ 
omethtng fall to the fl£ 
ine shopowner. who v> 
iot identified. - • * 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The ministry 
has resumed the supply of 
Vietnamese long-grain rice to 
the market after laboratory 
tests established that the rice 
contained no toxic substance, 
a ministry official slid Sun- 
day. 

In an obvious bid to avoid 
public complaints over the 
same type of rice, the Minis- 
try of Supply has also 
changed the specifications in 
the latest tender for 15,000 
tonnes. 

“Laboratory tests have 
found that the long-grain rice 
had no toxic contents or any 
othef impurities,” said a 
spokesman for the Ministry 


of Supply. "The rice is back 
m the market.” 

Jordan received a 15,000- 
toune consignment of Viet- 
namese rice two months ago 
and the commodity was im- 
mediately sent to the market. 
However, the sale was tem- 
porarily halted when home- 
makers started an uproar 
over what they saw as the 
inferior quality of the rice, 
saying it took longer and a 
larger quantity of water and 
oil to be cooked well. 

Suggestions were also 
raised that the rice was con- 
taminated, leading the minis- 
try to conduct specialised 
laboratory tests. 

Rice from Thailand and 
Vietnam are the cheapest in 
the international market, but 


it was the first time in many 

years that f 

Supply had 


years that the Ministry of 
Supply had imported Viet- 
namese rice. The ex-Soviet 


Union was the major impor- 
ter of Vietamese rice. 

Exports say Vietnamese 
rice is of good quality, but 
Jordanian consumers are not 
used to its peculiarities, and 
hence the suggestion that it is 
of inferior quality. This view 
is not shared by home- 
makers. 

Obviously mindful of the 
problem, the Ministry of 
Supply has changed the speci- 
fications in its latest tender 
for rice. It now says 
"medium-grain rice' 1 instead 
of “long-grain rice;” 
medium-grain rice is not 
available in the Far East. Its 


main sources are Italy, Spain, 
Australia, India and die Un- 
ited States. 

Korea produces “medium- 
grain rice,” but not enough to 
export it. 

The ministry has twice put 
off the latest tender for 
15,000 tonnes. 

The Ministry of Supply has 
a monopoly over imports of 
standard rice while the pri- 
vate sector is free to bring in 
higher quality rice whose 
prices are not controlled by 
the government. 

The ministry, which im- 
ports about 100,000 tonnes of 
standard rice every year, sup- 
plies part of it at subsidised 
prices under a coupon sys- 
tem, and the rest of it at 
controlled prices. 
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Street-side at the 
Jerash Festival 


By Angfaam Tamimi 

Special to the Ionian Times 

AMMAN — Among the 
festivities held during the 
Jerash Festival of Culture 
and Arts are the nightly 
street shows at the Forum. 

The Amazing Herberts 
of Britain performed comic 
shows with magic, unicycle 
stunts, clowning with stilts, 
juggling acrobatics and 
ftyng parachutes. 

“Involving the audience 
is a main part of our per- 
formance,” Keith Wyncoll 
told the Jordan ‘Times. 
“Our shows are aimed at 
dbfldren and adults, so we 
make balloons and animals 
for children, and play other 
games to entertain adults.” 
Martin Culf is a mecha- 
nical engineer, but he likes 
to entertain people as well 
doing daredevil stunts on a 
metal ladder. 

These "zany idiots,” as 
they refer to themselves, 
baye performed in different 
puts of die world. TTiey 
were part of the entertain- 
ment aL the wedding of 
httfc OMItnd FflMMfe 
Ctta- of England. * 
Jugnu Bhangra, another 
group of street entertainers 
performed traditional folk 
dances of their native 
ra India. - .. 
troupe is comprised 
of TTSikhs who performed 
Punjabi folk dances, com- 
plemented by other dances 
losing modern disco 
rhythms with athletic ori- 
ginal dance steps. In addi- 
tkm, tbey presented other 
dances depicting courtship 
games and impressions of 
creatures such as the 
peacock and two-headed 
snake. 

“Jugnu means firefly,” 
22-year-old Sukhviuder 
Majhail (Sukhy) told the 
Jordan Tunes. “It is chosen 


to symbolise the group’s 
ability to shine at night. 
And "Bhangra* refers to a 
harvest dance, demonstrat- 
ing the sowing of seeds, 
weeding, hoeing, cutting 
wheat, thrashing, bagging, 
ox-cart journeys to market 
and then a celebration after 
selling the crops. This 
dance, originating from 
northwest India — Punjab, 
is primarily religious.” 

The group, formed in 
1971, dances to the accom- 
paniment of a dhol. a large, 
barrel-shaped two-sided 
drum. One end provides a 
tight treble and the other a 
deep base sound. Other in- 
struments included: chimps 
ta, two forked strips of 
metal with discs on either 
side; shuikka, a wooden 
slatted clapper; khatto, a 
rhythmic instrument 
shaped like a bird on a 
stitch perch; and algozai, a 
twin flute. 

A singer led the 12 dan- 
cers with a combination of 
folk and religious songs and 
shouts of encouragement. 

started An dMtfng..)re 
mixed traditional Indian 
and pop music to originate 
a new style of modern 
Bhangra dancing we called 
disco Bhangra,’’ said -Mr. 
llSukhy. . ' . . : _ 

The group won many 
competitions in. England 
and abroad. 

“They are the best disco 
champions in the South of 
England," said Mr. Wyn- 
coll of the Amazing Her- 
berts. 

All of the Bhangra mem- 
bers are students, perform- 
ing at weddings and other 
soda! festivities to earn 
their living, said Mr. 
Sukhy. 

Mr. Sukhy was proud 
talking about the “demo- 



cratic society" of the nearly 
80 member group. "We 
have a’ president who 20 
years ago established the 
Jugnu Bhangra. He danced 
at India College and came 
to England and started the 
Jngnu. We also have a 
chairman, a manager and 


biweekly meetings." 

Although all the Jugnu 
Bhangra members were 
bom and raised in Eng- 
land, they appreciate their 
own culture and maintain a 
strong link to it through 
their dedication to its 
riches. 


Ministry sets new rice prices 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
tonne of long-gram rice 
imported by the Ministry 
of Supply will be sold for 
JD 300 and JD 308 to 
wholesalers and retailers 
respectively, according to 
a decision taken by Supp- 


ly Minister Adel Qudah. 

Under the decision, 
medium-grain rice will be 
sold for JD 360 and 36S to 
wholesalers and retailers 
respectively. 

A kilogramme of long- 
grain rice will be sold to 


the public for 320 fils and 
a kilogramme of medium- 
grain rice will be sold for 
380 fils, according to the 
decision. 

A tonne of subsidised 
rice sold to the public 
through coupons issued 


by the Ministry of Supply 
wjll be sold for JD >50 and 
JD Irrespectively, and a 
kilogramme of suclvsubsi- 
dised rice will be sold for 
170 fils. The new prices 
take effect retroactive! v to 
July 24. 
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WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
\ die listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

Concert by Qatari ringer All Abdul Sattar at the South 
Theatre at 2<h30. 

Concert by Dead Sea Fishing Ctab at the Artemis 
Theatre at 19:00. 

Monodrama: “Anthology of Martyrdom and Exile” at 
. the Artemis Theatre at 21:30. 

1 Children’s play: “Long Live the Dead Sea” at the Sound 
and Light Theatre at 8:00 p.m. 

Musical performance at the Garasia Theatre at 19 JO. 
* Play entitled “You Art Not You” at the Gararia Theatre 
at 20-JO. 


LECTURE 

Lecture in Arabic entitled: “The Pence Process and the 
Palestinian Rights” by Dr. Mohammad Rabi’ at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation hi Jabal Amman at 6:30 
PJB. 


EXHIBITIONS 

ft Jordan Industries Expo at the International Motor* 
Exhibition (Tel. 653854). 

ft Exhibition entitled “Environmental Technologies: A 
Traveflfag Information Centre” at the American Center. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by Jordaniah and Iraq! artists at 
(Mali Art Gallery in lirnm Utheina (Tel. 826932). 

ft “A one-painting exhibition” (about 15-metre long which 
took two years to complete) by Marwan AJ Allan at the 
JPhocnix Gallery fin: Culture and Art (Tel. 695291). 

^ Exhibition of Arabic calligraphy at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. / 

^ Exhibition entitled “Arab Artists in France” at the 
. Jordan National Gallery of fine Arts, Jabal Luwribdefa, 
off A] Muntazah Circle (Tel. 630128). 




ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening 
of a new branch at 



Banking services start on 
Monday 1 August 1994 

ARAB BANK / TAFELEH 

B.O.Box 147 Tafileh.King Hussein Street. 
Tel : (03)343534 /(03)343535, Fax :(03) 343536 


^^544.^.Tfcl;607 115,6601 31, Telex: 2 3 091 Arabnk Jo^;6Q6793 
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Milosevic urges Bosnian 
Serbs to accept peace plan 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serbian 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic, reacting to a call 
by major powers for tighter 
sanctions on his country, 
urged Bosnia’s Serbs Sunday 
to accept the latest interna' 
tkraal peace plan. 

In a strongly worded state- 
ment to the Belgrade news- 
paper Pohtika, clearly aimed 
at die Bosnian Serb lead- 
ership, he said peace was in 
the interest of all Serbs and 
the plan must be accepted. 

Mr. Milosevic’s backing for 

the peace proposals followed 
a decision in Geneva by fore- 
ign ministers from the United 
States, Russia and European 
Union countries to call for 
tighter sanctions against 
rump Yugoslavia — Serbia 
and Montenegro — in a bid 
to force the Bosnian Serbs to 
reconsider their rejection. 

After Saturday’s decision, 
Bosnian Serbs flouted a 
U.N.-mandated no- weapons 
zone in Gorazde by opening 
fire with a 40-mm cannon and 
battled the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army in Sarajevo in one 
of the heaviest tire fights in 
weeks in the Bosnian capital. 

But no fresh clashes were 
reported Sunday morning. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev was due in 
Belgrade Sunday to meet Mr. 
Milosevic. Mr. Kozyrev was 
expected to try yet again to 
persuade Mr. Milosevic, 
long-time patron of the Bos- 
nian Serbs, to put pressure on 
them to agree to the peace 
plan. 

Mr. Milosevic pre-empted 
Mr. Kozyrev by telling the 
Bosnian Serbs they had no 
right to reject peace and sad- 
dle Serbia and Montenegro 
with sanctions. 

He said of the peace plan: 


“It is not entirely just as far 
as the Serb side is con- 
cerned... bnt without doubt a 
compromise is necessary, 
peace is more just than war 
and life and wisdom must 
prevail over death and inces- 
sant destruction.” 

Mr. ■ Milosevic added: 
“Giving half of the (Bosnian) 
territory to the Bosnian Serbs 
and the other to the Muslim- 
Croat federation cannot be 
qualified as anti-Serb.” 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
reacted to the Geneva deci- 
sion by saying they may cot 
off negotiations with the 
“contact group" — the Un- 
ited States, - Russia, Britain, 
France and Germany — 
which drew up the peace 
plan. 

Ministers from the five na- 
tions stopped short of calling 
for punitive military mea- 
sures to force Serb com- 
pliance with the plan and left 
Serb leaders an opening to 
pursue further negotiations. 

The Geneva meeting told 
the Serbs if they persisted m 
their intransigence the arms 
embargo agamst Muslim-led 
forces would be lifted. 

“We are not prepared to 
see the process strung out 
indefinitely. We cannot con- 
tinue this situation where the 
victims are punished by the 
arms embargo and arc denied 
the right to defend them- 
selves, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
told a news conference. 

Although the ministers 
tried to present a united front, 
they remained 'divided over 
the Bosnian problem. 

Mr. Koyzrev, who had 
tried and failed to exploit 
Slavic ties to persuade Serbs 
to accept the deal, com- 
plained before the meeting 


that he had been betrayed by 
the Bosnian Serbs. 

But he lobbied hi$ U.S. 
and European counterparts 
to refrain from taking major 
punitive action. 

The Muslim -Croat alliance 
said it continued to support 
the peace plan but Bosnia’s 
Muslim President Alija Izet- 
begovic criticised the read* of 
die Geneva meeting. 

“My impression of the de- 
cision is that the formulation 
is a tittle bit softer than we 
expected, a bit lower than we 
expected. 1 could not say I 
was completely satisfied with 
what happened in Geneva,” 
Mr. Izetbegovic told Bo snian 
State Television. 

In Sarajevo Saturday snip- 
er shots crackled around • the 
Holiday Inn and smoke rose 
near the nearby hillside of the 
Jewish cemetery in a heavy 
exchange that lasted more 
than an hour. 

Snipers also wounded two 
tram passengers Saturday 
and forced the virtual dosure 
of tram routes in the city for 
the second day running. 

In eastern Bosnia, Serb 
forces fired a 40-mm cannon 
at Bosnian army positions 
southwest of Gorazde, in 
violation of a U.N. zone bar- 
ring heavy weapons. They 
also opened fire with small 
arms on U.N. observation 
posts, said U.N. military 
spokesman Major Dacre 
Holloway. 

Britain said Sunday it 
feared U.N. peacekeeping 
forces were being targeted by 
factions in Bosnia, increasing 
pressure for them to be with- 
drawn and for the interna- 
tional arms embargo to be 
lifted. 

Defence Secretary Mal- 


colm Rifkind said Britain 
wanted the United Nations 
troops to stay in Bosnia bnt 
feared their position was 
being made untenable by 
continued sniping and a re- 
luctance to embrace peace 


' main concern dearly 
is the safety of our troops on 
the ground," Mr. Rrfland 
said of the more than 2,200 
British troops on duty in the 
former Yogostaua. One Brit- 
ish soldier died last week 
after an attack on a U.N. 
convoy near Sarajevo. 

Mr. Rifkind told British 
Broadcasting Corporation' 
(BBC) Television mere was 
evidence that Bosnian Serbs 
and possibly other factions 
were now targeting U.N. 
troops. 

“What may be changing is 


whether the Serbs but 
some of the other factions are 
deliberately targeting the 
U.N.,” Mr. Rifldnd said. 
“That would be totally un- 
acceptable and would be in- 
compatible with their con- 
tinuing presence in Bosnia." 

Mr. Rifkind said Britain 
did not want to see an earing 
of the arms embargo on the 
former Yugoslavia but was 
unlikely to stand in the way if 
p ress u re built for it to be 
lifted after the latest rejection 
of peace overtures by Bos- 
nian Serbs. 

“There is no possibility of 
the United Kingdom chang- 
ing its view that the lifting of 
the arms embargo would be a 
mistake,” said Mr. Rifkin d 
But, be added: “If there was 
an international consensus 
that the lifting of the embar- 
go had become unavoidable 
then I cannot see that we 
would veto that” 


Poll says 
Clinton’s 
approval 
ratingis 


NEW YORK (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Omton’s approval 
rating among Americans has 
again fallen, continuing a six- 
month slide, according to a 
survey released Sunday. 

The poll by Louis Harris 
and Associates found that 
only 40 per cent of adults 
surveyed gave the president 
an "excellent" or “pretty 
good” approval rating, while 
59 per cent thought his job 
performance was “fair” or 
“poor." 

The Harris group noted 
that Mr. Clinton’s approval 
rating is sliding despite an 
improvement m the eco- 
nomy. 

! "In the past, the state of 
the economy has usually been 
the single most important fac- 
tor in helping or harming 
other presidents’ standings,” 
pollster Humphrey Taylor 
sjlud in releasing die results. 

§ e survey found that 
•r people were more 
to approve of the preri- 
i job performance, with 
Ijiosc earning less than 57,500 
per year the only income 
group to show a 50 per cent 
q(r better approval rating. 

t Blacks were much more 
positive than the nation as a 
if hole with 64 per cent offer- 
ing a positive rating, com- 
pared with 37 per cent for 
Whites and 42 for Hispamcs. 
t Mr. Hams said that Mr. 
Clinton's approval rating has 
dropped consistently since a 
February survey when it was 
50 per cent positive and 48 
ier cent negative. 

) The survey was conducted 
tietween July 25 and July 28 of 
J nationwide sample of 1,249 
idults. The poll has a statis- 
tical margin of error of plus 
dr minus 3 percentage points. 
{"Meanwhile. President 
Clinton, trying to muster sup- 
port for universal health 
coverage in Congress, Satur- 
day complained that the 
health reform debate was 
being hurt by the “screaming 
and yelling” from opponents. 

J Invoking the memory of 
President Harry Truman, 
who unsuccessfully tried to 
Convince Congress to enact 
universal coverage some 50 
wars ago, Mr. Clinton said 
tie was trying to overcome 
die same opposition Mr. Tni- 
rpan faced. 

; As he spoke outside a 
jaunty courthouse, before a 
weatherbeaten statue of Mr.. 
Truman, protesters chanted 
tjieir opposition to the admi- 
nistration's efforts to over- 
haul the nation’s health sys- 
tem. 


Taiwan, China report 
small progress in talks 


TAIPEI (R) — China 'and, 
Taiwan inched toward accord 
on the thorny issue of repat- 
riating hijackers in their first 
talks since' delicate ties 
soured in March when 24 
Taiwan tourists were mur- 
dered in China, officials said 
Sunday. 

However, Shi Hwei-You, 
deputy secretary-general of 
Taiwan’s quasi -official Straits 
Exchange Foundation (SEF), 
which handles links with 
Beijing, said many difficulties 
remained to be ironed out. 

“It will require more effort 
to materialise the ideas or 
even to put them into written 
form," Shi told reporters late 
Saturday, the opening day of 
the sixth round of talks. “We 
expect that problems lie 
ahead." 

China agreed late Saturday 
on the contentious issue of 
whether jail terms already 
served by hijackers in Taiwan 
should be offset after they are 
repatriated, officials said. 

Chief among problems on 
the agenda is the issue of 
hijacking civilian aircraft to 
Taiwan and the repatriation . 
of 16 mainland Chinese who 
have hijacked 12 Chinese air- 
liners to Taiwan since April 
1993. 

Taiwan has agreed to send 
back hijackers during the in- 
vestigation process in what it 
calls simple cases but says 
political cases would be de- 
cided only after a trial. 


Disagreement persisted 
over wording of an agree- 
ment on the repatriation pro- 
cess, which China anxious to 
avoid recognising the judicial 
system in Taiwan, which 
Beijing regards as a renegade 
province; and 'opposed to 
conditional . repatriation. 

“Both sides have to elabo- 
rate on the wording,” Mr. Shi 
said. 

The two sides also agreed 
Taiwan should not daim ex- 
penses^ from China when 
sending back illegal immig- 
rants. 

Fishery disputes were 
saved for discussion later. 

“In tiiis round of talks on 
technical affairs, we hope to 
reach agreement on these 
three issues or even to draft 
them in written form," local 
newspapers quoted Sun 
Yafu, deputy secretary- 
general of China’s Associa- 
tion for Relations Across the 
Taiwan Straits (ARATS), as 
saying. 

The initial round of lower- 
level technical talks ends 
Tuesday. Tang.Shubei. Chi- 
na’s chief negotiator r with 
Taiwan, is to" attend the 
second stage from Aug. 4 to 
8 . 

Mr. Tang will be the 
highest-ranking Chinese offi- 
cial to set foot on the island 
since the Nationalists fled to 
Taiwan and banned official 
contact with Beijing . after 
losing the Chinese Civil War 
in 1949. 


Sri Lankan campaign 
hots up amid violence 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankarn defence officials 
Sunday expressed fears that 
mounting political violence in 
the run-up to the country’s 
Aug. 16 parliamentary elec- 
tions may be here to stay. 

The slaying of an opposi- 
tion activist in Anuradbapura 
district Friday raised to 11 the 
number of people killed in 
campaign-related violence 
since election nominations 
dosed 19 days ago. 

Magistrate Sunanda Herat 
said the victim’s family bad 
implicated Posts and Tele- 
communications Minister 
A.M.S. Adikari. He has 
ordered police to produce 
suspects when the case is 
called again on Aug. .10, 

A Defence Ministry official 
said retired military person- 
nel were being mobilised to 
assist police and strengthen 
security in the run-up to the 
ballot and prevent post- 
election violence. 

“We are calling military 
reservists because not a single 
police division! is able to 
spare men. We will have the 
entire 50.000-strong police 
deployed to guard the 9,533 
polling booths and 22 count- 
ing centres," the official said. 

Polling booths will be pro- 


tected from two days before 
die election. Curfew-passes 
have been sent to police sta- 
tions across the country in 
preparation for any outbreak 
of violence as results are 
announced the day after vot- 
ing. a police spokesman said. 

He said police were 
already deployed to pull 
down posters and street de- 
corations of red, blue and 
green flags of political par- 
ties. Election laws here 
prohibit the display of politic- 
al posters and -symbols. 

Party workers have been 
canring traffic jams by taking 
motorcades through crowded 
streets to drum up support 
for candidates. In response, 
police last week banned open 
trucks used for propaganda. 

The main opposition Peo- 
ple's Alliance (PA), which is 
mounting a serious challenge 
to the ruling United Nations 
Party (TJNP), has asked sup- 
porters to form “peace com- 
mittees to protect the “van- 
quished." 

PA spokesman Dharmasiri 
Senanayake and Prime 
Minister Ranil Wick- 
remesingbe told reporters 
last week that they hoped for 
a peaceful ballot but accused 
each other of violence so far 
seen. 


Kashmiri 

leader’s 

shrine 

protest 

ended 

SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Indian security forces ended 
a Kashmiri militant leader’s 
protest against placement of 
security posts around Kash- 
mir’s holiest Muslim shrine 
by carrying him out of the 
complex Sunday, witnesses 
said. 

They said security forces 

» emoved Yasin Malik, 
year-old president of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Li- 
beration Front (JKLF), from 
the Hazratbai Complex and 
took him to hospital. 

Mr. Malik, who suffers 
from a serious heart condi- 
tion, entered the complex 
with his mother Saturday 
night, shortly after being 
freed following an earlier 
aborted attempt to enter it. 

He had threatened to fast 
to death in protest against the 
security posts around the 
shrine, which many Kash- 
miris say amount to a siege 
that prevents them worship- 
ping there. 

The main shrine, believed 
by Muslims to bouse a hair of 
the Prophet Mohammad’s 
beard, was locked, and Mr. 
Malik, his mother and about 
five other people started a 
sit-in at one of the minor 
buildings of the complex. 



As UA Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher (left) c on ce nt ra te s, R u ssian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev speaks at a press 


foOowtag the Contact Group’s 

talks on Bosnia (AFP photo) 


Russia turns up heat on Chechnya 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
Kremlin, its patience finally 
snapped by last week’s 
bloody hijacking, is turning 

S i the heat on the rebel north 
sneasus region of Chechnya 
and openly trying to promote 
a rival leadership. 

Government-control led 
news media gave wide public- 
ity at the weekend to an 
angry government statement 
describing Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev’s rule as 
illegitimate and threatening 
in effect to said in Russian 
troops to protect the people. 

A leading foe of Mr. 
Dndayev was given prime 
television time Saturday 
evening to demand recogni- 
tion for the opposition Tem- 
porary Council as the rightful 
leadership of Chechnya. 

Umar Avtnrkhanov’sl 
comments were broadcast on 
Commonwealth Televirion, 
which is seen in much of the 
former Soviet Union. 

A senior aide to President 
Boris Yeltsin, Sergei Filatov, 
accused Mr. Dudayev’s admi- 
nistration Saturday of be- 
heading its opponents and 
putting the serored heads on 
public display. 

“The situation in Chech- 
nya has dramatically 
worsened," Mr. Filatov, 
head of Mr. Yeltsin's person- 
al administration, told Rus- 
sia’s official ITAR-TASS 
news agency. 

He gave no details. Bnt the 
Russian daily Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda said Saturday 
that Chechen ‘ secuntj^Theu 
had beheaded three members 
of an opposition group and 
displayed their heacb in the 
central square of the capital 
Grozny. It gave no date. 
Authorities in the neigh- 


bouring region of North 
Ossetia accused Chechnya in 
a statement of massing troops 
on its border and sending 
helicopters on spying mis- 
sions over tbe frontier. 

But TASS quoted the 
Chechen Interior Mmistiyas 
denying the charge. “The 
Chechen Republic has only 
one helicopter and that is a 
civilian one,” it quoted i 
ministry statement as 
saying. 

The ministry said the situa- 
tion was calm in Chechnya, 
which declared independence 
from Russia in 1991, so far 
without grinin g any interna- 
tional recognition. 

Mr. Dudayev’s press ser- 
vice issued a statement de- 
scribing tbe Russian govern- 
ment’s broadside as a “fink in 
the chain of a propaganda 
campaign against Chech- 
nya”, TASS reported. 

This was aimed, tbe state- 
ment said, at creating condi- 
tions for “resolving die so- 
called Chechen question by 
force.” 

Mft. Avturkhanov denied, 
however, that the Temporary 
Council was asking for Rus- 
sian aftned intervention. 

.“One of is is about to .ask 
Russia to bring in troops to 
restore order. We don’t want 
it and Russia does not want 
it,” be said 

“The Russian leadership 
should nonetheless accept- 
our request (to recognise) 
that. i. the Temporary Coun- 
cil - is the highest organ’ of 
power in the Chechen Re- 
public." 

Tbe Russian government 
statement called for elections 
in Chechnya, saying that 
“healthy forces” were grow- 


ing in strength. 

“They are fighting to res-' 
tore tiie constitutional system 
and basic order and to estab- 
lish good relations with Rus- 
sia.” 

“It can be assumed that the 
statement... is a sort of bles- 
sing on tire activities of Umar 
Avturkhanov and bis col- 
leagues,’’ the Common- 
wealth Television reporter 
said. 

Mr. Chechnya, a thorn in 
the ride of tbe Russian impe- 
rial conquerors of the Cau- 
casus region two centuries 
ago, has been an irritant to 
Moscow ft>r some time. 

Having, according to Mos- 
cow, the status of one of 21 
semi-autonomons ethnic- 
based republics in the Rus- 
sian Federation, it ha$ refused 
to bade down on its daim to 
full independence. 

The Kremlin has chosen to 
ignore rather than try to 
crush tbe rebellion. But the 
deaths of four hostages Fri- 
day in the fourth hijacking in 
the region in eight months 
have graded the Russians 
info action. 

Each hijack followed a 
similar pattern. Gunmen, 
said by Russian authorities 
each time to be mainly 
Chechens, took hostages, 

. commandered a helicopter, 
then flew off towards Chech- 
nya only to be captured in or 
near the rebel region. 

. This time the.Cbechen au- . 
thorities threatened to shoot ^ 
down any helicopter which , 
■ ‘ entered its airspace. Police 
commandos stormed the heli- 
copter and the hijackers set 
off a grenade. 

Mr. Dndayev has denied 
giving any assistance to hi- 
jackers. 


Toubon fights on in defence of French 


PARIS (R) — Culture Minis- 
ter Jacques Toubon vowed 
Sunday to fight on to defend 
French agamst an invasion of 
English after France’s consti- 
tutional watchdog watered 
down Us stem law banning 
foreign words. 

In the name of freedom of 
expression, the Constitution- 
al Council Saturday partially 
annulled the law enforcing 
the use of French in public 
life. 

It decided tbe government 
had no right to tell private 
citizens, companies or the 
media what vocabulary to 
use. 

Tbe Sunday newspaper Le 
Journal Du Dimanche head- 
lined the news: “French lan- 
guage: The Constitutional 
Council says ‘OK’ to ‘travell- 
ing’, ‘corner’ and co”. 

But a defiant Toubon, 
nicknamed “Mr. AUgood” by 
critics of a linguistic Magmot 


line, said in a television in- 
terview that the ruling was 
just a technical setback, not 
the coup de grace. 

"The essential tiling, which 
is the obligation to use the 
French language, remains in 
the law. People may snigger 
and joke at Paris dinner par- 
ties, but how many ordinary 
French people go to fashion- 
able dinner parties?" he said 
on LCI Television. 

The law was meant to pro- 
tect the homeland of Moliere 
and Racine from a perceived 
invasion of English in busi- 
ness, the media, medicine 
and science. 

Writer Jean Dutourd, a 
member of the prestigious 
Academic Francaise and a 
veteran campaigner for ling- 
uistic purity, said the aim was 
to protect French from 
“Americano-mercantile gib- 
berish”. 


But the council, citing the 
Declaration of the Rights of 
Man dating back to the 1789 
French Revolution, said: 
“The legislator... cannot 
oblige private citizens, on 
pain of punishment, to use 
certain words or expressions 
defined by regnlation.” 

Only public authorities and 
state firms, other than the 
broadcast media, could be 
obliged to use an official glos- 
sary of French translations of 
some 3,000 foreign terms in 
common usage. 

The council said French 
was a living, changing lan- 
guage, enriched by the input 
of foreign words. 

But it upheld articles of the 

law that punish the failure to 
use French in advertise- 
ments, official correspond- 
wice and public signs with 
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Bribery , corruption destroying Pacific environment 


•BRISBANE (R) — Environ- 
mental degradation in the 
South Pacific is being fuelled 
by bribery and corruption 
and unless governments 
urgently adopt sustainable 
economic policies the region 
is doomed, Australia warned 
Sunday. 

“The Pacific is developing 
into something quite the 
opposite of the paradise that 
the popular image has it,” 
said Australia’s Minister for 
Pacific Islands Affairs Gor- 
den BQney as the 25th South 
Pacific Forum opened. 

Mr. Bilney said island na- 
tions had some of the world's 
highest population growths 
and some of the lowest rates 
of economic development, 
coupled with dwindling natu- 
ral resources. 

“The collective picture... is 
one in which a lot of South 
Pacific countries are going to 
be in grave trouble and a lot 
sooner than people think,” 
he told reporters. 

Opening the forum, Au- 
stralian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating said South Pacific 
governments had to develop 
urgently sustainable econo- 
mic policies that would pro- 
tect their forests, fisheries 
and human resources for fu- 
ture generations. 


“Unless we educate our 
people adequately, manage 
our forests and our fish sens- 
ibly and sustainably, the sim- 
ple fact is that we won’t have 
the resources we need to give 
our region and our children a 
future," Mr. Keating said. 

As host, Mr. Keating chose 
“managing our resources” as 
the theme for the forum, 
which is an annual gathering 
of heads of government of 
the 15 independent and self- 
governing states of the South 
Pacific, including Australia 
and New Zealand. 

Mr. Bilney said island na- 
tions should unite against 
foreign logging companies 
offering bnbes in order to 
achieve carte blanche access 
to the region's dwindling tro- 
pical rainforests. 

“Unfortunately, it is the 
case that bribery and corrup- 
tion has been a factor, parti- 
cularly in forestry exploita- 
tion, in recent years,” be 
said. 

Mr. Bilney said there was 
not a lot Australia, the South 
Pacific's biggest aid donor 
allocating Australian dollar 
$3.0 billion ($2.2 billion) m 
1994/95. could do to prevent 
bribery in the South Pacific 
timber industry. 

“I think it could help, of 


course, if every country got 
together and pot up a united 
front and said we are not 
going to be picked off," be 
said. 

Mr. Bilney said South Paci- 
fic countries were gaining 
meagre returns from foreign 
loggers and fishing nations 
for their resources. “The 
countries are amply not get- 
ting the prices for their ex- 
ports that they ought to,” he 
said. 

An Australian government 
report on the South Pacific 
amber industry presented to 
forum officials has c a lculat ed 
that some countries are losing 
the equivalent of half their 
current national incomes 
through unmonitored logg in g 
exports. 

Papua New Guinea was 
losing around Australian dol- 
lars 327 million ($241 million) 
annually and the Solomon 
Islands an estimated Austra- 


dollar 2.70 ($1.99) per cubic 
metre was returned to that 
country. 

The region’s fisheries were 
in a si milar state. 

The Sooth Pacific tuna 
ratch was valued at Austra- 
lian dollar 2.5 billion ($1.4 
billion) last year but island 
countries earned only Au- 
stralian dollar 74 million ($54 
million) in access fees from 
countries such as Japan 
Taiwan, China and the Un- 
ited States, Mr. Bilney said. 

Tbe south Pacific Forum 
Fisheries Agency says under 
reporting of caters and 
still a ““lior prob- 
lem while environmental 
organisation Greenpeace 
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fern dollars 58 million ($42 round ~£fie foiiim ° m ? al 

million) a year, the report Tuesday. meeting 

said. 


Mr. Bilney said in one is- 
land country, which he did 
not name, logs were bring 
sold by the foreign company 
involved for Australian dol- 
lars 350 ($258) per cubic 
metre while only Australian 


h - foram groups Austra- 
SKJf 1 ® ^hs Islands. Fiji 
Kiribati, Marshall Islands’ 
Micronesia, Nauru, New 
Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Island? 

Tuvalu, Vanuatu, 
western Samoa and Niue. 


Edward, Sophie 
together at 
yacht regatta ; 

LONDON (R) — Sophie 
Rhys-Jones, the woman tip- 
ped to be Britain’s next royal 
bride, joined hex boy friend 
prince Edward at a yacht 
regatta Saturday, further' 
f ueling Tumours of an immi- 
nent engagement. The 29- 
year-old publicist, was spotted 
on the deck of the royal yacht 
Britainnia at Cowes Week, a 
prestigious Isle of Wight re- 
gatta, with Prince Edward 
and other members of tbe 
royal family. Royal-watchers 
in the British press are ex- 
pecting the prince to 
announce his engagement in 
the next few months, with a 
royal wedding planned for 
the spring. T be couple shied, 
away from publicity at the 
start of their romance but 
have recently made & series 
of joint appearances at royal 
events. Prince Edward, 30, is 
die youngest of Queen 'Eli- 
zabeth’s children and is 
seventh in line to the throne. 
After embarking on a career 
in theatre management, he 
set up his own television pro- 
duction company. His 
brothers Prince Charles and 
Prince Andrew have both 
suffered broken marriages 
and his sister Anne remarried 
after divorcing her first hus- 
band. 

Woman suspected 
of snipping off 
lover’s organ 

MANILA ( AP) — A seams- 
tress at a garment factory s 
under arrest, suspected of 
cutting off her boyfriend’s 
penis with a pair of shears 
after accusing him of cheating 
on her, police reported Sun- 
day. Police said Gina Espina, 
21, checked into a motel Fri- 
day with Donald Jacolo, 39, a 
co-worker at a local garment 
factory. After be dranka few 
beers and fell asleep, she 
allegedly snipped off his 
penis with a pair of shears 
and then tried to flee. Atten- 
dants accosted her, searched 
her bag and found the bloody 
shears, police said. She is in 
police • custody pending 
charges. The organ was 
found on the floor, bnt doc- 
tors were unifole-.tp reafojdj . 
■ft. Ms. Espina fold police She’ 
had lived with Mr. Jacolq-hut 
broke up when she learned 
he had a wife working 
abroad. She said she* also 
caught him kissing a female 
co-worker at the factory. 
Organ mutilations have been 
reported in the Philippines 
long before the highly publi- 
cised Lorena Bobbitt case in 
tiie United States. Ms. Bob- 
bitt cut off tbe penis of her 
husband, John Wayne Bob- 
bitt, bnt that organ was reat- 
tached surgically. 

Roiling Stones . 
hit the road 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Rolling Stones rock back 
onto the road this week for a 
60-show, 43-city U.S. tour — 
before heading to Europe 
next year — with the years 
beginning to thin their' own 
ranks. At an average age of 
50, Mick Jagger, Keith 
Richards, Charlie Watts and 
Ron Wood are embarking on 
a frenetic promotional blitz 
for their new CD Voodoo 
Lounge. But without Bifl Bill 
Wyman. Five years after the 
last Stones tour drew six mil- 
lion fans, bass guitarist Wy- 
“•m, Jagger told reporters in 
May, "said he’d done 
enough, after 30 years. We 
were very disappointed.” 
That wasn't enough to put 
the Stones in danger of moss- 
gathering though.' They 
signed on bassist Darryl Lee 
Jones — who has worked 
wth stars such as Sting, 
Madonna and Miles Davis — 
and started malting tour 
plans. Priced at $25 to $50, 
Stones tickets might not lure 
tbe same sort of .young fan 
that turned out to see the 
group when they exploded 
onto the charts more than 30 
years ago. On Friday, there 
were still tickets available for 
the Stones’ two stadium 
shows in Washington for 
Monday and Wednesday. 
But tickets sales for all the 
U.S. shows are expected to 
be near sell-outs, and 
Voodoo Lounge immediately 
somed to number two on the 
U.S. charts when it was re- 
leased — the best launch for 
any of the group’s 22 albums. 

50 pigs roasted 
by lightning 

DUNKIRK, France (AFP) 
Fifty pigs were roasted 
“we when Hghtning strode a 
bam at a farm inLetiringhem 
Dunkirk, in northern 
trance, local emergency ser- 
v *ces said Sunday.. Firemen 
were inundated with, callouts 
over flooded cellars and 
roads blocked by mud after 
Saturday night’s violent 
which was very local- 
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Perry visits Kigali as troops arrive 
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— The first 
;ent of U.S. 
troops amvea m Rwanda's 
capital Kigali Sunday to get 
the sirport there working and 
launch a round-the-clock air- 
git to case the plight of mil- 
lions of Rwandan refugees. 

. U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry visited the 
bombed-out capital, where 
he was welcomed by victors 
of the three-month Rwandan 
civil war bat was told by one 
of the new leaders that inter- 
national aid had come too 
late. 

Some 60 U.S. troops ar- 
rived at dawn a day after a 
15-strong advance party 
scouted out the airfield, and 
began working to set up the 
abaft. More American sol- 
diers were due to arrive 
throughout the day. 

About 440 Canadian 
troops and 550 British sol- 
diers are also flying here in 
the next few days as Western 
take over a mission 
until now has been car- 
ried out mainly by ill- 
equipped U.N. African 
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. the doubling of relief supplies 
oma, the eastern 
border town where 
more than a milli on refugees 
are languishing in camps 
where cholera is tilling 
thousands daily. 

Tm pleased to see this 
starting to return to 
and hopefully the re- 
fugees will start ret urnin g,” 
be told reporters. Mr. Perry 
later flew to Goma. 

*T would say we can’t do 
any better than this,” Rwan- 
da Patriotic Front (RPF) 
military chief and die conn- 
tty’s new vice-president, Paul 
Kagame, said after talks with 
Mr. Perry in which he said 
U.S. troops were welcome. 

“It has come too late. We 
| warned the international 
community what was going to 
happen but they didn’t do 
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anything about it," be added, 
referring to the bloodbath 
that has killed an estimated 
half a million people ance 
early April. 

Mr. Perry met President 
Pasteur Bizimungu m the 
palace of former leader 
Juvenal Habyarimana, whose 
death in a mysterious plane 
crash on April 6 sparked the 
genocide of Tutsis and 
opposition Hums by his mili- 
tia and military forces. 

The Tutsi -dominated RPF 
responded by launching a 
fresh offensive in their four- 
year war against the hardline 
Hutu leadership, finally driv- 
ing their foes out of the coun- 
try. 

But the RPF victory, which 
led to the creation of a new 
transitional government 
under Mr. Bizimungu, a 
Hutu member of the RPF, 
also saw the exodus of 2.7 
million Hutu refugees. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
Sadako Ogata, on a visit to 
Kigali, told reporters the 
priority was now to . max re- 
fugees back to their home- 
land. 

U.N. officials in the re- 
fugee camps said Saturday 
the number of reported cases 
of cholera was continuing to 
rise but the percentage of 
those who died appeared to 
be decreasing. 

The Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres (Doctors Without Bor- 
ders) charity said, however, 
that while cholera deaths 
were waning a dysentery 
epidemic could prove a grea- 
ter danger. 

In Kigali, U.S. Air Force 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ron 
Peck told soldiers: "Don’t 
ask me how long we will bo- 
here, I don’t have a clue. We 
will stay until the misaon is 
accomplished.” 

U.S. troops are camping 
out in a bullet-riddled airport 
terminal , which like the en- 
tire capital has no running 


water or electricity. 

The troops are protected 
by a small security detail, but 
unlike the ill-fated Somalia 
operation, there is not ex- 
pected to be any threat to 
their safety. 

"This operation has no- 
thing to do with what hap- 
pened in Somalia. We have a 
government here,” Prime 
Minister Faustin Twagir- 
amungu told reporters as 
members of the well- 
disciplined RPF guerrilla 
force stood about at the air- 
port 

Western troops will get 
Kigali Airport working 24 
hours a day, rebuild blown-up 
bridges, detonate unex- 
ploded weapons and provide 
field hospitals for refugees 
coming home. 

A Ghanaian band wel- 
comed Mr. Peny when he 
visited the U.N. Assistance 
Mission in Rwanda (UN- 
AMIR) headquarters, where 
he met the 7u0-strong com- 
mander, Major-General 
Romeo Dallaire. 

Despite Gen. Dallaire’s 
pleas during the fighting, the 
United Staes held up for 
weeks a U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution to send 4,000 
reinforcements. 

' When the resolution was 
finally passed in early June, 
the United States was asked 
to help fly the mainly African 
contingents into Rwanda, but 
this has so far not been pro- 
vided. 

One problem that the UN- 
AMIR force faced was a lack 
of equipment to operate in 
the perilous conditions of 
wartime Kigali, and the Un- 
ited States, after weeks of 
delay, finally provided 
dozens of M-113 armoured 
personnel carriers. 

These now lie idle at Kigali 
Airport, barely needed in the 
calm of Rwanda since the 
defeat of the rump govern- 
ment that tried to take over 
after the death of Mr. 
Habyarimana. 


BaDadur, Perry in Goma 

France's prime minister 
and the U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary arrived on separate visits 
Sunday m Zaire to assess how 
to increase the U.S. role in 
the Rwandan relief operation 
ahead of a French army pull- 
out from Rwanda. 

Mr. Perry’s landing at the 
Zairean border town of 
Goma aboard a U.S. Air 
Force C-130 Hercules was 
delayed by congestion at the 
small airport with relief 
flights. 

He made no statement on 
arrival before inspecting a 
U.S. military water purifica- 
tion plant on the shores of 
Lake Kivu and meeting U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) officials. 

Some 100 U.S. soldiers are 
based in Goma, operating the 
water plant and helping un- 
load relief flights. The fiist 
bulldozer from a U.N. en- 
gineering battalion drove to 
the Kibumba refugee camp 
north of Goma Sunday to dig 
roads. 

The water purification 
plant is operating at only half 
its capacity because not 
enough tankers are available 
to deliver the clean water to 
the camps, a U.S. military 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Peny arrived from the 
Rwandan capital of Kigali 
and Entebbe airport in Ugan- 
da — currently the hub of the 
U.S. operation to distribute 
relief supplies to Rwanda and 
its 2.1 million refugees. 

Two hundreds new U.S. 
troops are due to arrive in 
Kigali by Monday to improve 
handling of aid flights and 
deliver supplies. 

French Prime Minister 
Edouard Bailadur and De- 
fence Minister Francois 
Leotard arrived earlier Sun- 
day at Goma Airport, the 
main base for France’s “Op- 
eration Turquoise", and flew 
to southwest Rwanda. 



A Rwandan regular army soldier helps his brother who is 
stricken with cholera in a first aid centre specially for 


soldiers suffering from the cholera epidemic or war wounds 
(AFP photo) 


S. African parliament meets against 
backdrop of increasing labour unrest 


CASCtOWN (AFP) 
SoothyAfrica’s parliament*' 
opens Monday as the country 
reared for another week of 
labour ' unrest amid hints of 
discontent within Nelson 
Mandela’s African National 
government. 
25,000 workeis in 
the auto industry were poised 
to down tools this week after 
wage talks deadlocked, thre- 
atening to swell the number 
of workers already on strike 
to about 75,000. 

A high-powered meeting 
tins weekend of ANC cabinet 
ministers and regional lead- 
ers' in Johannesburg began 
tfisctusmg growing tensions 
between the ANC and its 
alHes oveT the current strike 


wave, the Sunday Times re- 
ported. 

And on Saturday, Mr. 
Mandela and a top-level 
ANC delegation met union 
leaders of the powerful Con- 
gress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) in a bid 
to smooth over the cracks 
between the . two organisa- 
tions. 

The union meeting came 
after the South African Com- 
munist Party (SACP) — the 
third member in a three-way 
. alliance with the ANC and 
COSATU — launched an un- 
precedented attack on Mr. 
Mandela describing his warn- 
ing that strike action would 
discourage foreign invest- 
ment as “upsetting." 


COSATU is the country’s 
largest trade union federation 
and, along with the SACP, is 
the ANC’s strongest ally. 

But relations between the 
three allies have become 
strained lately with the recent 
strikes involving up to 50,000' 
workers in the catering, pap- 
er, justice, municipal and 
confectionary sectors. 

Workers in the metal, min- 
ing, telecommunications, 
chemical, and auto sectors 
held strike ballots last week 
after separate wage talks 
broke down, with 78 per cent 
of auto workers belonging to 
the National Union of Metal- 
workers (NUMSA) voting in 
favour of downing tools. 


Angolan 
rebels offer 

i*" • ' • 

compromise 


LUSAKA (R) — Angolan 
rebels, negotiating to beat a 
U.N. deadline for acceptance 
of a peace package, Sunday 
offered a compromise on 
their demand for control of 
their Huambo province 
stronghold, a rebel source 
said. 

The source said UNITA, 
the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Ango- 
la, had rejected a Zambian 
compromise proposal at 
Angolan peace talks in Lusa- 
ka that a politically neutral 
governor should be found for 
Huambo province. 


Poles 
remember 
the dead of 
Warsaw 
uprising 

WARSAW (R) — Poles paid 
tribute Sunday to the 200,000 
victims of the 1944 Warsaw 
uprising against Nazi occupa- 
tion when they commemo- 
rated the 50th anniversary of 
one of the bloodiest battles of 
World War II. 

Red and white Polish flags 
lined streets as masses were 
held before Monday's main 
ceremonies which will be 
attended by German Presi- 
dent Roman Herzog, U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore, Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor and n Russian presidential 
aide. 

The German and Russian 
presence has angered some 
veterans because of the Nazi 
brutality during the uprising 
and Moscow's failure to come 
to their aid. But Mr. Heizog 
and Polish President Lech 
Walesa say ft is now time for 
reconciliation. 

“We Germans and Poles 
must find some way of put- 
ting our relations in order. 
Otherwise a wound will still 
divide Europe across its cen- 
tre,” Mr. Herzog said in an 
interview with Polish Televi- 
sion broadcast Saturday 
night. 

Poles regard the 63-day up- 
rising as one of their most 
heroic battles, although it 
failed in its aim of seizing 
control of Warsaw before the 
arrival of the Soviet army and 
did not prevent almost half a 
century of Soviet domina- 
tion. 


Khmer Rouge demand ransom for kidnapped foreigners 
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PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
The Khmer Rouge have de- 
manded a $50,000 ransom in ' 
gold for three Westerners 
seized in a train ambush in 
-southern Cambodia, co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh said Sunday. 

One of the hostages, Au- 
stralian David Wilson, wrote 
a letter saying the trio were* 
safe and outlining the ransom 
demand. 

. “I 'can just say they are 
safe. -We got a hand-written 
letter which says they are 
afire," Prince Ranariddh told 
AFP at his residence, show- 
ing the three-page handwrit- 
«» ten letter with a photograph 
’ of Mr. Wilson attached. 

“The Khmer Rouge ask for 
100 damhmg of gold for the 
release of the three hos- 
tages,” the prince said. 

Another government offi- 
cial said that he believed the 
Khmer Rouge were looking 
for' 100 damlung of gold for 
each of the three hostages. 
.One damlung of gold is 
worth about $500. 

■Prince' Ranariddh did not 
say whether the ransom 
would be paid but said the 
government's priority was for 
file prompt, safe release' of 
the three tourists. 

Mr. Wilson, 29, together 
with Briton Mark Slater, 28 
snd Frenchman Jean Marie 
Braquet were kidnapped on 
.July 26 after a Khmer Rouge 
ambush on a tram in the 
■southern province of Kam- 
POL 

. The- guerrillas killed 13 
people — five soldiers, two 
-train militia and six civilians 
— in the attack, police said. 
Three, ethnic Vietnamese 
were also kidnapped by the 
-guerrillas but were feared kfl- 
■ fed. 

. The Khmer Rouge de- 
: - raine d some 200 Cambodian 
^ passe ngers but all were sub- 
l : - sequent! y released, police m 
~ Jpc*. 'capital said quoting a 



An undated f3e photograph of Australian KeOBe WBkmson who 

is believed to iiave been murdered by the Khmer Rouge 
kidnappers along with two British hostages 


t 


* report from the Kampot gov- 
ernor. 

Prince Ranariddh had just 
returned from a visit to Kam- 
pot accompanied by the co- 
ministers of defence, intenor 
and the army chiefs of staff. 

“This shows that we pay 
great attention to -the security 
of foreigners in Cambodia in 
general and that we are also 
very very concerned about 
the situation of the hos- 
tages," be said. 

The government, however, 
had no plans for a manhunt 
or military sweep of the area, 
he said. 

“We do not intend to 
launch any military or police 
operation which could 
threaten the lives of the hos- 
tages," he said. 

The prince, however, held 
out some hope for a negoti- 
ated settlement as the three 
were being held by the same 
group of guerrillas, led by 


Khmer Rouge Commander 
Paet, which was responsible 
for holding American aid' 
worker Melissa Himes. 

Ms. Himes, kidnapped in 
Kampot province March 31, 
was released after six weeks 
of lengthy negotiations when 
her aid agency paid a ransom 
of rice, tools and medicines. 

“We already have connec- 
tions with that group. We will 
try to send messages to the 
Khmer Rouge to convince 
them they have fo release 
those hostages ” the prince 
said. 

Police General Lora Min 
earlier told AFP that he did 
not think Commander Paet 
would kill the three if “he can 
do business." 

"If we give him money, 
maybe he will release them," 
he said. 

The prince said he warned 
the provincial authorities to 
do everything possible to se- 


cure the hostages' release. 
"Otherwise I will exchange 
the civilian and military au- 
thorities for the hostages,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile police in Bri- 
tain have warned families of 
two British and one Austra- 
lian who disappeared last 
April in Cambodia that they 
are convinced the trio was 
murdered, a Foreign Office 
spokesman told AFP Sunday. 

Acting on “circumstantial 
evidence" in its possession, 
British police informed the 
families of British citizens 
Tina Dominy and Dominic 
Chappell as well as the family 
of Australian Kellie Wilkin- 
son of their beliefs on July 23, 
according to the spokesman. 

But police continued to 
stress that it does not have 
“decisive evidence” and that 
test results from examina- 
tions under way in London 
on human remains found in 
the area of the trio’s kidnap- 
ping will not be known for a 
few more weeks. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. State 
Department’s appointment 
of a diplomat to head an 
investigation into the geno- 
cide under the Khmer 
Rouge’s role has received 
mixed reactions in Cambo- 
dia. 

“If there is an investigation 
we will cooperate with that, 
but I am not aware of the 
appointment," Interior 
Minister You Hockry told 
AFP. 

The State Department has 
named career diplomat 
Alphonse La Porta as head of 
the Office of Cambodian 
Genocide Investigation to be 
based in Washington. 

When the office was estab- 
lished in June, Cambodian 
Foreign Minister and Deputy 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Sirivudb said economic de- 
velopment was a greater 
priority for his country. 

“Let intellectuals talk ab- 


out a commission on 
tide. I invite the Unitei 
States to provide economic 
assistance to Cambodia," he 
said. 

Prince Sirivudh added that 
he believed Cambodians 
were more concerned with 
“the price of a kilo of rice 
than a tribunal to judge Pol 
Pot” — the notorious Khmer 
Rouge leader whose dis- 
astrous rule saw the death of 
around one million Cambo- 
dians. 

However, members of the 
Cambodian People's Party 
(CPP), the second largest in 
the three party coalition, wel- 
comed the new office. 

“This office will develop 
the documentation needed 
for the prosecution of these 
criminals,” party chairman 
and acting head of state Chea 
Sim said. 

Under the authorisation 
bill signed by President Bill 
Clinton, $400,000 is provided 
annually in 1994 and 1995 for 
the genocide office, which 
will submit its findings to the 
Cambodian government and 
possibly an international tri- 
bunal. 

However, some analysts 
believe the U.S. government 
is trying to play down the 
investigation. 

A U.S. embassy official in 
Phnom Penh denied any 
knowledge of Mr. La Porta's 
appointment. 

“We have not been in- 
volved and have not received 
any word about the appoint- 
ment, so I cannot tell you if 
the embassy will have any 
role in investigations," he 
said. 

Mr. La Porta is not one of 
the State Department's 
highly-regarded Cambodia 
experts. The new office has 
only one staff member or.d 
investigations in Cambodia 
will be contracted to non- 
government organisations. 


Berlusconi coalition hit by dissent 

sabotage of the government’s 
action, added Mre. Bcrius- 


ROME (R) — Silvio Berlus- 
coni's most important politic- 
al partner Sunday scored a 
proposed plan to distance the 
Italian premier from his busi- 
ness empire saying it did not 
go far enough. 

Umberto Bossi, leader of 
the federalist Northern 
League, the largest member 
in the prime minister’s tripar- 
tite coalition, poured cold 
water on Berlusconi’s plan to 
have a special committee 
oversee his huge Fminvest 
business empire. 

“The idea just doesn’t 
stand up,” said Mr. Bossi in 
several television interviews 
Sunday in remarks bound to 
rekindle tensions within the 
embattled governing coali- 
tion. 

Mr. Berlusconi announced 
a plan to distance himself 
from his business empire Fri- 
day after a week of sharp 
criticism over the handling of 
a corruption probe that has 
implicated Fininvest and led 
to the arrest of Iris brother 
Paolo. 

Mr. Bossi, whose party 
controls the largest number 
of seats in Mr. Berlusconi's 
“Freedom Alliance” which 
also includes neo-fascists, 
said he would challenge the 
prime minister’s plan in par- 
liament Tuesday and propose 
separate anti-trust legisla- 
tion. 

In an interview with II 
Giomale newspaper pub- 
lished Sunday, Mr. Bossi de- 
nied that he was trying to 
torpedo the government and 
said he was merely keen on a 
more coherent plan. 

“You don’t want guaran- 
tors, you need a genuine 
separation between own- 
ership and management,” he 
said. 

Mr. Bossi said the League 


would formally propose 
Tuesday that all Mr. Berlus- 
coni's assets be run by a 
special foundation for five 
years and suggested political 
parties could play a role in 
choosing its board members. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s plan, 
announced Friday, called for 
President Oscar Luigi Seal- 
faro and the heads of the two 
bouses of parliament to name 
a special committee to over- 
see the $7.0 billion a year 
broadcasting-to- 
supermarkets empire. 

The plan had already run 
into trouble after Mr. Scal- 
faro said constitutional 
obligations meant he could 
probably not be one of those 
naming members of the com- 
mittee. 

The plan's failure would be 
a further blow to Mr. Berlus- 
coni, whose image has been 
dented by a row over a failed 
bid to curtail magistrates' 
rights to order pre-trial de- 
tention. 

In Milan, Paolo Berlusconi 
spent the weekend under 
house arrest after giving him- 
self up to magistrates Friday. 
He is accused of bankrolling 
Fininvest bribes to the city’s 
finance police. 

But SUvio Berlusconi step- 
ped up pressure on the magis- 
trates Sunday, by saying their 
investigations risked thre- 
atening Italy’s recovery from 
recession and his administra- 
tion’s work. 

“Certain actions of the 
magistrature like this inves- 
tigation are spreading in- 
security, fear and panic 
among those who take risks 
and are enterpreneois,” Mr. 
Berlusconi, said in an inter- 
view with La Stamps news- 
paper. 

“Objectively, it is a factor 
of insecurity and an unwitting 


com. 

He welcomed any action to 
stop small-time graft which 
he admitted was rampant in 
Italy but questioned the tim- 
ing of this latest probe. 

Mr. Berlusconi made poli- 
tical history by winning 
general elections in March 
only three months after en- 
tering politics. A victory in 
European elections and 
strong standing in the opinion 
polls added to his aura of 
invincibility. 

His honeymoon period 
came to an end in July, when 
Mr. Berlusconi sparked a 
national outrage with a de- 
cree that allowed scores of 
graft suspects to leave jail, 
most of them for house 
arrest. 

Meanwhile, former Social- 
ist Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxi denounced Saturday as 
“absurd" and “prefabri- 
cated" the Milan trial at 
which he was sentenced a day 
earlier to eight and a half 
years in jail for corruption. 

In a fax message sent to 
AFP here from his hideaway 
in Hammamct, Tunisia, Mr. 
Craxi said: "The charges 
were absurd, the ttial was 
absurd, the sentences were 
absurd." 

He added that the hearing 
had been “prefabricated" to 
secure a “political verdict." 

As a defendant in the 
Milan-based Banco Ambro- 
se ano corruption trial, Mr. 
Craxi tiras sentenced in his 
absence on charges of accept- 
ing some $7 million in kick- 
backs. 

He had declined to leave 
Tunisia to attend the hearing. 

His lawyer had been given 
insufficient time to prepare 
his case, Mr. Craxi charged. 




\ 








A 

$ 











Jordan Times 


An «Hfcpc«icN Arab pobttal My prfjaml in &»»&»* by U« J«*m Pk* Fam&Am 
EMAMKd 1*75 

.n i — ill jl Sjjj*.*. ^ as_ wjf- Jfj. V* it® 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6. 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

'The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Alarming gap 


■ { 


SOON AFTER the Tawjihi results came out last 
week, many private schools ran advertisements 
congratulating their students for excelling in the 
exam that determines the future of tens of 
thousands of Jordanian youth every year. 

No public school tried to show off the perform- 
ance of its students. And it seems the reason for 
that goes beyond the fact that they are not 
profit-seeking organisations which want to lure 
new students and the thousands of dinars in 
annual fees that the private schools charge. 

No solid statistics are available to determine 
the wide gap in the level of education that private 
and public schools offer. But indications are that 
the greatest precentage of failure was registered 
at government schools in which the majority of 
Jordanians are enrolled. 

There is many a proof that the educational 
services offered at government schools are de- 
teriorating. This is demonstrated by the many 
high school graduates who cannot s tr uctu re a 
correct English sentence after eight years of 
schooling in that subject; it is easily detectable in 
thousands of elementary school students who 
cannot solve a simple math ematic s problem; and 
it is shown on the faces of underpaid teachers 
who resent their jobs and are not at the least 
inclined to do a decent day’s work. 

Such is not the case at private schools. There, 
students are provided with the best facilities for 
learning. Teachers are subjected to constant 
observation, and students are given all encourage- 
ment they -need- -to attain the highest levels of 
education?^' 

But only a limited number of Jordanian 
parents can afford the extremely heavy cost of 
private schools. The majority of these are well-to- 
do citizens who have come to realise that a secure 
future for their children lies in securing decent 
education which they know is not available at the 
majority of government schools. They indude 
middle class parents who sacrifice the comforts of 
life to ensure their children a better f utur e. 

Those who are forced to rely on the increasing- 
ly overcrowded and under budgeted government 
schooling-system are the majority of Jordanians, 
however. Students there are the sons and daugh- 
ters of soldiers, labourers and dvfl servants; 
people who can hardly make ends meet as the 
cost of living goes higher by the day. 

This is a situation that resonates with alarm for 
the future of the country. Not only does it 
threaten with a future generation which is not 
equipped to handle the requirements of modern 
life, it also strengthens the gap between the poor 
and the rich. The divide along economic fines will 
be joined by a more alarming one along educa- 
tional ones. Jordan will be divided into two 
classes: One that is wealthy and well-educated, 
swt! a second which is poor and under-edneated. 
This is a recipe for catastrophe. 

Immediate action should be taken to redress 
this gloomy situation if the country is to protect 
its future. The implications in the Tawjihi results 
should not go unnoticed. They should be studied 
and analysed and a thorough review of the 
government educational system should be initi- 
ated. The system is obviously moving from bad to 
worse. No delay in fixing it is justified. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


.A COLUMNIST in Che Al Dustour daily Sunday described 
the U.N. sanctions on Iraq as unjust, now that the Iraqi 
leadership has implemented ail U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and he demanded that they be immediately 
lifted. For peace to be jusr and enduring in the Middle East 
region, the world community should see to it that the 
groundwork for stability and security has been laid, said 
Mohammad Kawash. The writer said that the decision to 
lift the sanctions should not remain subject to Washington’s 
whims or desires and the world should move immediately 
to put an end to the sufferings of the Iraqi people. The 
continuation of the U.N embargo does not follow the 
norms of justice and the international legitimacy, but is 
clearly a decision taken by Washington, which is keen on 


protecting its own interests at the expense of the suffering 
of rhe innocent population of Iraq, stressed the writer. 
Kawash said that the continuation or the U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq does not reflect U.N. justice and is not based on 
international legitimacy but is rather the worst land of 
human rights violation ever witnessed in the annals of 
history. He said that if the United Stales is truly oriented 
towards creating an atmosphere of peace in our region, it 
ought to lift the embargo and allow stability and security to 
prevail. 


AN APPEAL to the mayor of Amman to come to the help 
of residents of Al Muhajireen. whose homes are being 
demolished to make way for the construction of a new 
: - ..v : nJ p:;b»ic library, was made by Ahmad 
Lr.bbos. a columnist in Sawt Al Shaab daily. The writer 
said that after failing to stop the municipality from weting 
them through courts and after receiving compensation for 
their loss of homes, these residents who all fall under the 
limited-income-group category, are unable to buy a home. 


Human Rights. File 


By Waleed Sadi 


Religious, ethnic discrimination 


as 


ISN'T it absurd that in these modern times the Muslim 
community in rump Yugoslavia is still re fer red to by the 
international community as well as by the local governments 
— “Muslims” instead of identifying them with their ethnic 
c. Since when have the docks of civilisation turned 
to such an extent as to give national identity on the 
basis of religion? If this had been the role of thumb, the 
world’s peoples must be subdivided on only religious basis. 
Then we will have only Christians, Muslims, Jews and 
Hindus. This is unacceptable since nationality and ethnic 
belonging is one thing and religion is quite another. Yet this 
is exactly what happens when the world insists on identifying 
the Muslim Slavic people of former Yugoslavia with -their 
religion rather than with the rest of their people. It so 
happens that the Muslims of Bosnia, are the purest Slavic 
people in the country. They are part and parcel of the 
original Slavic ethnic group of people who converted from 


Christianity into Islam several centuries ago. It appears that 
foe non-Muslim Stevie people have notfmgiyen their people 


who turned away t 

for Islam when the Islamic empire reached and ruled that 
part of the world. Henceforth, they became identified with 
only their retigkm and were literally “excommunicated” 
from their ethnic belonging for daring to do just that. 


would be more correct to refer to foe Muslims of Slovenia as 
a religious minority instead of an ethnic minority as their 
written and oral reports seem to suggest J neveT received an 
answer. The same thing happened when the committee 
considered the report of Serbia last year. I asked them then 
the same question. Strangely enough none of my colleagues, 
in foe committee, who are all experts in human rights and 
elected to this quasi judicial human rights body due to their 
vast knowledge of human rights, picked up the point. I think 
it is a valid observation nonetheless and I win keep on 
hammering on foe point till some day it may soak in. I would 
like to see the press stop this wrong identification which 
suggests that the M uslims constitute an ethnic minority. I 
would like to see states stop using it with this connotation 
too. Above all, I would like to see the U.N. system 
correcting itself on this point. Religion permeates different 
nationalities and ethnic groups. There is of course a religions 
‘iunma" which transcends e thni c and nationality border 
lines. Yet in these contemporary times when nation-states 
are not established on religious grounds, h would seem 
totally archaic to refer to the Muslim Slavs by anything that is 
not associated with their ethnic origin. The International 


Covenant on Gvfl Political Rights happens to be the gospel 
for all human rights endeavours. The provisions of foe 


During the summer session of foe Human Rights Commit- 
tee, Slovenia was among the group of states which presented 


their report on the composition of their country’s people and 

delegation made 


foe minority situation there. The Slovenian 
reference to the Muslims as a minority rayngritutlh g a certain 
percentage of foe population. When it was my time to pose 
questions to the delegation, I immediately asked whether it 


covenant refers to religious and ethnic minorities. It also 
rejects discrimination on foe basis of religion or race or 
ethnic background or sex, etc. It would seem that the human 
rights committee would provide foe right place to counterat- 
tack this backward step that has been gaining currency in 
official apd non official circles. This Iras not been done. 

this goal will be attained in the near future when 
more human rights activists would pick the point. 


more 



S. Africa faces season < 







By David Tucker 

Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa appears headed 
for a season of labour discon- 
tent as black workers struggle 
for foe good life pramrsedby 
President Nelson Mandela in 
the post-apartheid era. 

Labour experts say most 
black workers, fighting to im- 
prove lifestyles held in check by 
past (fiscrinraution, do nett care 
if they arc sending the wrong 
message to investors or if the 
country can afford their de- 
mands. 

What they want is a living 


“The question is when 
does foe honeymoon end 
(with the new government),” 
said Mr. Twine, adding that 
he expected labour unrest to 
spread over the coming 
months. 


ony Twine, an economist 
with the Econometrix Busi- 
ness Consultancy, said many 
workers and their unions con- 
sidered they helped Mr. 
Mandela’s African National 
Congress (ANC)4ed govern- 
ment to power and it was now 
pay-back time. 

**It is probably quite 
reasonable for them to expect 
help,*’ said Mr. Twine. “But 
it doesn’t matter how much 
support they expect or cajole 
out of the government It 
boils down to an economic 
question at the end of foe 
day. 


So far this year, 1.2 million 
man-days have been lost in 
industrial action against. 
TQOjOOQ in the same period in 
1993. 

Analysts say the situation 
could worsen as workers’ ex- 
pectations were dashed by an 
economy e m erging only slow- 
ly from the longest recession 
cm record and by the high 
cost of national reconstruc- 
tion. 


juggle its differing needs for 
investment and controlled 
spending while pursuing its 
37.5 billion rand ($20.4 bil- 
lion) programme to enhance 
the living standards of apar- 
theid's victims. 

The test thing Mr. Mandela 
needs is a head-on dash with 
the unions when he is trying 
to portray an image of stabil- 
ity. 


“One of the most disturb- 
ing developments is the up- 
surge in activity on the mines 
where the mood among both 
blade and white workers is 
not one of conciliation and 
where demands are being 
made for an end of racism, 
the hostel system and union 
recognition,” says industrial 
relations consultants Andrew 
Levy and Associates in its 
strike report for the first half 
of 1994. 

Mr. Mandela’s national un- 
ity government is under in- 
creasing pressure as it tries to 


Mr. Twine said the unions 
represented a “labour dite." 

“They have got jobs, they 
make economic demands out 
of proportion to the ability of 
the country to pay and that 
will inevitably trim marginal 
jobs out of the economy,” he 
said, adding that between 40 
and 50 per cent of the 
economically-active work- 
force was unable to find a job 
in the formal sector. 


About 17 million of foe 
country's 38 million people 
live on or below foe bread- 
line. Seven million live in 
shacks, and speeding on 
education for whites is triple 
that for blacks. 

“In foe ‘good days’ of the 
late ’80s we had been 10 and 


11 million people employed 
r, but at 


in the formal sector, 
least two million jobs have 


oisappeared since,” Mr. 
Twine said. 

Renee Grawitzky, an in- 
dustrial relations researcher 
with levy, said a current 
strike involving supermarket 
workers from the pick’n jpay 
chain had come when the 
powerful Congress of Sotafo 
African Trade Unions 
(COSATU) was seeking to 
test itself against the Mandela 
government. 

“COSATU wants to test its 
power against foe new gov- 
ernment,” she said of the 
ANCs labour ally in the elec- 
tion campaign. 

Ms. Grawitzky said 
another factor spurring in- 
dustrial action was the drain 
of senior onion officials to 
more lucrative white-collar 
posts as foe new black elite 
won jobs previously reserved 
for whites. 

Industry sources said that 
with the country’s transition 
the unions had lost experi- 
enced negotiators to political 
and private sector jobs. 

Militant union members 
were not heeding recom- 
mendations by their new un- 
ion leaders, and their lack of 
experience and credibility 
was part of foe reason for 
this. 



The value of history 


To the Editor: 


I WHOLEHEARTEDLY, concur with Ahmad Y. Ma- 
jdoubeh's views regarding society’s view of the humanities 
and social sciences in Jordan (Jordan Times July 21-22). A 
technical society without foe arts and humanities is a society 
which risks losing its soul. As an American specialising m the 
modem history of Jordan, I too have been saddened by the 
contempt with which many Jordanians view the study of 
history in particular. Ironically, discouraging students from 
majoring in history leaves the task to non-Jordanians. 

Having noted social attitudes, I should add that Jordanian 
historians also need to change their approach to history. 
Graduate students are often instructed to write theses which 
are little more than collections of micro-level details without 
broader analysis, malting history both boring and irrelevant 
to the wider processes of historical movement. Students 
writing on Jordan’s past are also discouraged from focusing 
on anything later than the Ottoman period, no doubt out of 
fear of challenging some “official" view of contemporary 
history. 


Not only should Jordanian society realise the value of 

bould also breath new life 


studying history, historians here s: 
into its approaches and time frames of study. 


Michael R. Ffechbach, Pfa. D. 
Assistant Professor 
Dept, of History 
RaadolptoMacoii College 
Ashland, Virginia. . 


‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers’ 


To the Editor: 


WE OUTPOUR our deep appreciation and support for our 
Ms hfajesty King Hussein, for foe bold step taken on July 
25, foe historic day. awaited eagerly by each and every 
Jordanian and Jew. (If I may say so). This right courageous 
derision after four decades of instability in our lives, shows 
us foe horizon of future permanent stability and prosperity 
for onr children and theirs. We are proud (and think I speak 
on behalf of ail Jordanians, irrespective of their origSKto 
tove King Hussein as protector. We cherish his courage and 
foe dignity he has brought to ns. Let us all forget tirc W 
and put our sorrows behind, and let us now, like semfole 
human brings, look forward, together to a brighter peaceful 
future, with all our neighbours. 


“Blessed are foe peacemakers; for they shall be the 
children of God (Holy Bible, Matthew 5:9) 


Dr. Barbara Bargm, 

Amman . 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its\ 
pers on any subject they wish to tackle. Utters intend 
fbr pubhcauon, however, should contain the writer's Affinal 
.and preferably addressas welt. Names can be whhheldS 
upon request and under special circumstances. Uttem aZ 
subject to editing. Vte newspaper * not responsible for foe 
return of unused manuscripts. 


TunisiarPeaceful 


haven or 


police state? 


By Elaine Ganley 

The Associated Press 


TUNIS — These are happy 
times for Tunisia, a bright 
sliver of prosperity between 
two troubled neighbours. 
The economy is growing. 
Tourists come. Good news 
abounds in tiw local press. 

So why are human rights 
activists in anguish? Why 
are journalists wary? Why 
does foe swollen face in the 
police photo barely resem- 
ble foe suspect? 

Almost like an oasis, this 
slip of land between Libya 
and Algeria thrives as a 
tourist baven, spared most 
of foe grim realities beset- 
ting other African and Arab 
states. 

A darling of international 
creditors, Tunisia is moving 
steadily from state control 
toward a market economy. 
It has average annual 
growth of 5 per cent and a 
burgeoning middle class. It 
is a trendsetter in the Mus- 
lim World on women’s 
rights and has made educa- 
tion a priority that gets one- 
third of foe budget. 

By the end of the cen- 
tury, experts say, Tunisia 
could join the ranks of de- 
veloped nations- 

But battle scars from a 
crusade against Muslim fun- 
damentalists and new 
wounds inflicted in foe 
name of stability mar the 
idyllic image Tunisian offi- 
cials paint. 

To some critics, this 
North African nation of 
gentle smiles and jasmine- 
scented sun is a picture- 
postcard police state. 

Amnesty International 
dtes torture and arbitrary 


arrests. It says eight people 
in 1991 


died under torture 
and 1992. 

“One can say there have 
been serious excesses be- 
cause people are dead," 
said Hatem Ctaaabouni of 
the Tunisian League of Hu- 
man Rights. “If you are 
Tunisian and you speak out 
against those in power, you 
can expect to find yourself 
in jail." 

President Zinc Al Abi- 
dine Ben All gained power 
in a 1987 palace coup 
against Habib Bourguiba, 
the “president-for-life" 
who had led the country 
since independence from 
France in 1956. Tunisia’s 
tightly controlled newspap- 
ers still solemnly refer to 
“the change." 


Corp- was expelled and the 
Kuwaiti news agency tem- 
porarily closed. 

To justify boasts of plur- 
alism, authorities point to 
foe March elections, when 
the ruling party gave foe 
opposition 19 of 163 nation- 
al assembly seats. The rul- 
ing party had held all foe 
seats since 1956. 

Mr. Ben Ali was the only 
candidate for president and 
got 99.9 per cent of the 
votes. 

In Tunisia “there are no 
discordant voices," said 
Mokhtar Trifi, a lawyer for 
Mr. Marzouki. “During the 
elections, it was the ele- 
ment of fear functioning." 

Much of the fear centres 
on the interior ministry. 

According to Amnesty, 
torture has taken place in- 
side the ministry building, a 
sinister edifice with barred 
windows on the city’s convi- 
vial main thoroughfare. 

“I see people with in- 
juries. with foe nose de- 
formed,” said Radhia Nas- 
raoui, a lawyer who special- 
ises in what she calls politic- 
al trials. “I saw a client 
recently and I cried." 

Ms. Nasraoui’s husband, 
Hamma Hamm ami, is a tor- 
ture victim, his lawyers say. 

Mr. Hammami, head of 
foe illegal Tunisian Com- 
munist Workers' Party, was 
arrested Feb. 14 after 18 
months in hiding. He had 
been convicted in absentia 
and sentenced to more than 
nine years in prison on 
charges ranging from car- 
lying a false identity card to 
running an illegal organisa- 
tion. 


“Tunisia’s 


vulnerable 
position be- 
tween two un- 
stable coun- 
tries may 
partly explain 
the glossy 
official ver- 
sion of real- 
ity.” 


Opponents of Mr. Ben 
Ali say his promises of grea- 
ter freedom sputtered after 
two years, then vanished. 
They claim he uses fear of 
Islamic fundamentalists as a 
pretext for cracking down 
on all political dissent. 

“Mr. Ben Ali doesn't 
fight fundamentalism, he 
fights everyone," said for- 
mer prime minister 
Mohammad Mzali, now in 
exile in Europe. "He uses 
the fight against fun- 
damentalism as window 
dressing for the West." 

Thousands of people 
were arrested in a brutal 
campaign to crush the fun- 
damentalist movement En 
Nahda (renaissance). 

“The page of fun- 
damentalism has been 
turned in Tunisia,” In- 
formation Minister Fethi 
Honidi said, “but we must 
remain vigilant." 

Officials say ambitious 
education reforms and 
efforts to Improve condi- 
tions for women are in- 
tended in part to counter 
fundamentalism. Schools 
now teach French instead of 
Arabic and veils are forbid- 
den in government offices. 

“We consider ourselves a 
democracy," Mr. Houidi 
said. “We are for pluralism 
and pluralism of informa- 
tion.” 

But several people were 
anested in a three-month 
period for what Amnesty 
says were political reasons. 
They include Moncef Mar- 
zouki former president, of 
Tunisia’s Human Rights 
League, and Abder- 
rahmane El Hani, head of 
an obscure Arab Nationai- 
ist Party, who had 
announced their intention 
to run for president in 
March elections. Author- 
ities insist there was no con- 
nectio n between the 

. and ihe men’s 
presidential aspirations. 

Two French newspapers 
were banned for alleged 

taas. A correspondent for 
the British Broadcasting 


At the end of June, 
courts reduced his total re- 
maining time to one year. 
Amnesty had demanded 
Mr. Hammami ’s release as 
a prisoner of conscience. 

In a police photo, Mr. 
Hammami’s swollen face 
bears little resemblance to 
earlier snapshots. His 
lawyers say he was tortured 
in Sousse, where he was 
arrested, and at the interior 
ministry. 


A statement by Mr. 
Hammami and his lawyers 
gives a detailed description 
of physical and psychologic- 
al torture, including threats 
of rape and death. 

Authorities admit that 
some prisoners have been 
tortured to death, but Mr. 
Houidi maintained that the 
cases were isolated and that 
those responsible were 
punished. 


can guarantee you that 
torture does not exist in 
Tunisia," the minister said. 
“We have nothing to hide." 

What is the truth? 

Tunisia's vulnerable posi- 
tion between two unstable 
countries may partly ex- 
plain the glossy official ver- 
sion of reality. 

Libya is unpredictable 
and Algeria is a tinderbox. 
If thelslamic insurgency in 
Algeria spreads, it would 
devastate Tunisia's tourist 
industry, one of the coun- 
try's chief resources. 

Some in the professional 
class, which thrives because 
of Tunisia’s drive to mod- 


ernise. are caught in the 
middle. 


“When people can’t ex- 
press their point of view, 
sign a declaration, things 
are clear,” Ms. Nasraoui 
said. “It means the govern- 
ment doesn’t accept differ- 
ences. 


T risk going to prison for 
this regime isn’t 


- 

democratic. I know HI be 
arrested one day." 
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I finished Edward Said's 
long and often brilliant 
senes of essays in the Gaza 
Strip, on the very day of 
Yasser Arafat's “return”. 
There could have been few 
more appropriate places — 
or suitable moments — to 
reflect upon Mr. Said's re- 
sponse to the increasingly 
elderly, pirouetting figure 
whom I had just watched 
driving past the Israeli 
troops who still occupy 
what be sees as his Pales- 
tine. In 1983, we find Mr. 
Arafat described by Mr. 
Said as a man of “audacity” 
and “vision"- In 1986, he 
was portraying him as “a 
tragic and fascinating fi- 

r ”. By December 1988, 
Arafat had secured 
“his place in Palestinian 
and world history”. In 
1991, Mr. Said admitted the 
PLO leader’s “foolish” 
position on Iraq. But by. 
February of this year, Mr. 
Said's Yasser Arafat had 
become an “elephant” who 
had misunderstood his own 
people by signing the 
“Palestinian Versailles" of 
the Oslo peace accords, 
who had never been freely 
elected, whose “bumbling 
officials" were corrupt, and 
who should be thanked for 
past services before step- 
ping aside for a new genera- 
tion. 

Observing the muted 
Palestinian response to Mr. 
Arafat’s arrival “home”, 
his flatulent speeches, the 
ominous silence of his Isla- 
mic opponents, the arro- 
gance of his plain-clothes 
‘’police" as they tried to 
control the men and women 
who fought the Israelis 
from within the occupied 
territories, Mr. Said's argu- 
ments appear devastating. 
The only wonder is that it 
took him so long to realise 
Mr. Arafat's essential in- 
adequacy, the lack of intel- 
lectual depth in a man who 
could find nothing to re- 
place youth and his fading 
charisma. That Mr. Said 
has not yet concluded that 
Israel made peace with Mr. 
Arafat because of this de- 
terioration is probably due 
only to the delay which it 
.taken to get these 
publish^! - iii book 

Mr. Said is an American 
citizen, professor of English 
and Comparative Litera- 
ture at Columbia, a one- 
time member of the Pales- 
tine National Council, a 
man whose assault on West- 
erp “orientalism", and its 
concommitant invitation to 
reduce all Arabs — indeed 
all Muslims — to a racial 
stereotype, may yet be 
hailed as a supreme 
academic achievement. 
Notwithstanding this, nor 
his repeated encourage- 
ment and praise for those 
fine Israelis who have 
sought a just settlement 


Palestinian chUdren play in garbage in the impoverished Gaza dty (AFP photo) 


Pirouettes of an exvisionary 


with the Palestinians, Mr. 
Said has been the object of 
a libel campaign in the Un- 
ited States and has endured 
virtual exclusion from 
mainstream American press 
and television coverage. 
rThat the finest of his essays _ 
have usually appeared in 
the U.S. in the smart* cir- 
culation “alternative” press 
should be a matter of 
shame. 

Merely to have argued 
the Palestinian case — 
against Israeli occupation 
and deporation, for exam- 
ple. or against the Israeli 
appropriation of more than 
50 per cent of West Bank 
Arab land — has provoked 
vicious attacks by Israel's 
supporters, among the most 
disgraceful of which came 
in the Evening Standard 
last year when Milton Shul- 
man suggested that Mr. 
Said might be called “Pro- 
fessor of Terror” and 


should be forbidden to give 
the 1993 Reith lectures on 
the BBC. Benjamin 
Netanyahu (the Israeli 
U.N. ambassador, now 
leader of the opposition, 
Likud) refused to sit in the 
-.same televisioo^tucfiolswth 
Edward Said because, he 
claimed, Mr. Said “wants to 
kill me”. If an Arab had 
made such an attack on a 
Jew, he would surely be 
condemned as anti-Semitic. 

Since Mr. Said's moral 
arguments are so persuasive 
— and since his personal 
courage and integrity are so 
impressive — it is only fair 
to say that these essays are 
by no means always satis- 
fying. If the intifada, upris- 
ing was “one of the great, 
anticoIoniaJ insurrections of 
the modern period", where 
does that leave Algeria with 
its million dead in the 1954- 
62 war against the French? 
And despite ins outright 


condemnation of Irak’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
there are times when Mr. 
Said's unwillingness to 
accept the. full horrors of 
Saddam'Hussein’sregime is 
unacceptable. When he 
says4harTraq!s government 
"did very, little for human 
rights" and that “democra- 
cy does not really exist” 
there — what on earth does 
'‘really” mean? — one feels 
acute embarrassment. Mr. 
Said refers to Iraq's well- 
documented gassing of the 
Kurds as “a claim”. 

It was, after all, a U.S. 
military report which once 
accused Iran of the mass 
gassing of Halabja; but that 
was when Mr. Hussein was 
America's ally. Surely no- 
one can believe this today. 

And what is one to make 
of this: “the risk for the 
Jewish people of a compet- 
ing Palestinian nationalism, 


■whose history is in its own 
way as severe in its traumas 
and sufferings as that of 
Jews, cannot therefore be 
lightly put aside...?" Such a 
comparison of suffering 
should not be made; Mr. 


governments such as that of 
South Africa?" 

There is a particular 
irony in the world's re- 
sponse to the Palestinian 
predicament, which Mr. 


which is why he uses the ■ .. 
unhappy phrase “in its own JJgEW “{Jf 

way’VWhat he means, and “ . he H1 JSl 


way 

what he expresses far more 
eloquently (and accurately) 
in another essay, is that the 
Holocaust should not be 
used as an excuse — or 
accepted as an excuse— for 
Israeli brutality against 
Palestinians. “How long 
can the history of anti- 
Semitism and the Holocaust 
in particular," he asks, “be 
used as a fence to exempt 
Israel from arguments and 
sanctions against it for its 
behaviour toward the 
Palestinians, arguments and 
sanctions that were used 
against other repressive 


course of a discussion with 
Salman Rushdie. 

“For if you are ttying to 
deal with the classic victim 
of all time — the Jew and 
his or her movement — 
then to portray yourself as 
the victim of the Jew is a 
comedy worthy of one of 
your own novels." Not just 
a comedy, one might add. 
As Mr. Said realises, to 
criticise Israel — however 
justifiably — or to report on 
those aspects of its be- 
haviour which do not reflect 
well upon it, is to invite an 
immediate charge of anti- 


Semitism. 

As a result. American 
journalists have long been 
supine in their reporting of 
the Middle East, their cri- 
tical faculties largely sup- 
pressed for fear of being 
accused' of anti-Semitism — 
ergo the modern-day 
equivalent of a Nazi prop- 
agandist. Men like Noam 
Chomsky, among the front 
rank of American 
academics, have been mar- 
ginalised by journalists who 
willingly call upon Israeli 
"experts" for commement 
on the dangers of “interna- 
tional terrorism" — without 
reference either to the 
Palestinian disposression or 
to the greatest individual 
act of terrorism in recent 
Middle East history, the 
slaughter of hundreds of 
Palestinian civilians at Sab- 
ra and Chatila in 1982 by 
Israel’s Phalangisr allies, 
whose own fascist origins in 


all societies” although there 
is, in truth, nothing very 
surprising about it. Mr. 
Sajd talks about the “sleazy 
and “intellec- 
tually feeble" work of Ber- 
nard Lewis, the total sub- 
mission of Hollywood to 
the Israeli cause — Exodus, 
according to Otto Premin- 
ger's Israeli friends did 
more for the Jewish state in 
its early years than almost 
any other outside support 
— and the sloppy scho- 
larship of Joan Peters' 
From Time Immemorial 
which attempts to prove 
that Palestinian Arabs had 
arrived in Palestine just be- 
fore 1948, and thus never 
really lived on the land. 
Leon Uris’s The Hajj — in 
which, as Mr. Said rightly 
says, the Arab is portrayed 
as “lecherous, deceitful, 
murderous, irrational, lar- 
cenous... subhuman” -— 
reads like a re-write of the 
worst Nazi tracts against the 
Jews. 

So why the surprise? 
Elsewhere, Mr. Said has 
referred to the “dicta- 
torship of consensus" that 
covers so much of the 
American media whose su- 
per-patriotism and bank of 
“experts" has meant that 
foreign policy — particular- 
ly U.S. support for Israel — 
opes unquestioned. Indeed, 
brad is so inextricably link- 
ed with America that it has 
become unpatriotic for 
Americans to criticise 
Israel. As Mr. Said points 
out in the most important 
essay in his book, “the no- 
tion that American military 
power might be used for 
malevolent purposes is re- 
latively unthinkable within 
the consensus, just as the 
idea that America is a force 
for good in the world is 
routine and normal." For 
the same reasons. Israel has 
to be regarded as a force for 
good — and thus any critic- 
ism of Israel has become, in 
effect, a criticism of the 
United States. To doubt the 
worth of the Arafat-Rabin 
“peace" is to be “against' 
peace and thus against 
America — and for •‘terror- 
ism” (that most outrageous 
of all words). 

When people turn their 
newspaper articles into 
books; it suggests that the 
author has sensed his own 
mortality, that he wishes to 
ensure that his daily scrib- 
ing is given immortality on 
the library shelf. In one 
article, Mp. Said refers to 
the leukaemia which struck 
him two years ago. There 
may be some who hope for 
his demise. Here is one 
bumble reader who hopes 
that full recovery is in store 
for this very honourable 
man. 

The Independent 


Israel accepts ‘certain requirements’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel bad “mined the path 
of the peace process and is 
blocking all progress,” he 


. ‘"Syria remains attached to 
peace and will not give Israel 
a chance to push it into a 
comer or force it out of the 
peace process,” Gen. Sheha- 
bi said. 

—He insisted that Syria 
would not accept any deals 
outside the framework of the 
peace process launched at the 
Madrid conference in 1991, 
which was- sponsored by the 
United States and Russia. 

Syrian state radio said 
Israel was “making major 
preparations on the military, 
publicity and diplomatic 
fronts for launching an attack 
in-South Lebanon, to make a 
resumption of talks aimed at 
a just and comprehensive 
peace difficult.” 

Israeli and U.S. officials 
have accused Iran and the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah of 
involvement in recent anti- 
lewish bomb attacks (see 
. separate stories). 


“There are opportunities 
for peace awaiting Warren 
Christopher, but they are 
undermined by the threat of 
(Israeli) aggression, and the 
U.S. administration and in- 
ternational community 
should prevent that,” the 
radio said. 

The Syrian ruling party’s 
newspaper Al Baath accused 
the United States of bias to- 
wards Israel. 

The Jewish state “enjoys a 
very special relationship with 
the United States and has 
seen its room for manoeuvre 
grow” since the collapse of 
communism in eastern 
Europe, it said. 

Al Baath said Washington 
should “remain neutral and 
preserve its peace initiative 
based on the Madrid confer- 
ence and the bilateral talks in 
Washington." 

“What has happened since 
(1991) is deplorable,” the 
paper said. 

Despite an admission by 
Foreign Minister Feres two 
weeks ago that Israel recog- 
nises Syrian sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights, and 


strong hints that Israel will 
withdraw totally in return 
for total peace, negotiations 
have been halted since the 
Feb. 25 Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre. 

Gen. Shehabi accused 
Israel of deviating from the 
basis of the Madrid confer- 
ence by seeking separate 
peace deals with the FLO and 
Jordan. 

“The Israeli rulers are con- 
tinuing to work for separate 
deals and partial agreements. 
This contradicts the princi- 
ples of the peace process, 
which is the comprehensive 
solution,” he said. 

In his interview marking 
Syria's armed forces day, 
Gen. Shehabi also said: “It is 
not a secret that our armed 
forces are one of the best 
armies with field experience 
... we will not stop develop- 
ing the army’s efficiency and 
improving its methods to 
maintain (he highest level of 
readiness.” 

He added that.Syria, with 
35,000 troops in Lebanon, 
would continue to help its 
Lebanese “brothers.” 


Israel and Arabs meet 


(Continued from page 1) 

» 

vironmental factors which the 
Israeli authorities are ignor- 
ing. We have a major prob- 
lem which is the hazardous 
waste, toxic waste, solid 
waste, liquid waste, nuclear 
radiation, air pollution and 
other issues,” Mr. Isbak said. 

The meeting, chaired by 
Japan and known as “a con- 
sultative group meeting.” 
was part of multilateral talks 
00 the environment and is in 
line .with the Middle East 
peace process launched by 
Washington and Moscow in 
Madrid in 1990. 

Syria and Lebanon are 
r^boyootting all the multilateral 


talks on the grounds that 
bilateral peace must come 
first. But many other Arab 
countries, including Egypt, 
Jordan, the Palestinians and 
Gulf and North African 
states, are taking part. 

The Israeli envoy , said the 
points of controversy in- 
cluded the conservation of 
water, the prevention of de- 
sertification and tiie protec- 
tion of the region's potential 
resources to maintain sustain- 
able development. 

“Environment does not 
know borders. We must 
make sure to tackle potential 
environmental problems 
appropriately by working 
together in tne wake of the 
peace process," Ruria said. 


Israel 

besieges 

village 

(Continued from page 1) 
area was reported over the 
weekend, they added. 

Hardliners determined to 
destroy the Middle East 
peace process are suspected 
of last week's two London 
car-bombings which followed 
a July 18 attack on a Jewish 
community-centre in. Buenos 
Aires that killed nearly 100 
people. - 

The Beirut government 
and Hizbollah guerrillas fear 
a massive attack. 


Tehran warns U.S. 


(Couttewd from page 1) 
five people, a day after 
another car-bomb outside the 
Israeli embassy in central 
London left 15 people hurt. 

A Jewish charity building 
in Buenos Aires was des- 
troyed m a similar bomb 
attack on July 18 that killed 
nearly 100 people. 

On Saturday, an Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
branded the United States as 
an “international outlaw” 
and supporter of Israeli 
“state terrorism,” and said 
Tehran was not a perpetrator 
but victim of terrorism. 

In Britain, the Sunday 
Telegraph newspaper re- 
ported that a leading member 
of the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
group in Lebanon, Imad 
Mugmyeh, masterminded the 
bomb attacks. 

It charged that Mugmyeh 
worked in Tehran as head of 
a team whose mission was to 
select and attack easy Jewish 
targets. 

Quoting Middle Eastern 
intelligence sources in Lon- 
don and in the United States, 
the Sunday Telegraph said 
Mugniyeh was a founding 
member of Hizbollah. 

The Telegraph said Mug- 
niyeh was responsible for 
planning the two car-bomb 
attacks in London last Tues- 
day against the Israeli embas- 
sy and a Jewish organisation. 

The paper also Mamed him 
for the attack in the Argen- 
tine capital. 

The Telegraph said the 
United States had proof that 
Mugmyeh was responsible 
for an attack on the U.S. 
embassy in Beirut in April 
1983 and against the U.S. and 
French barracks ' in October 
:of the same year. 

The Sunday Times mean- 
while said security forces 
knew the identity of the 
woman who left the 
explosives-packed car outside 
tiie Israeli embassy. 


‘ The ’ paper said Israeli 
agents had told their British 
c ou n ter p a rts that she was a 
Palestinian widow aged 55 to 
60 whose husband and son 
were killed four years ago in 
southern Lebanon by Israeli 


le Sunday Times said 
Israeli agents believe the 
woman was seeking revenge 
over the killing of her hus- 
band and son. 

The well-dressed woman 
seen parking the Saudi car 
packed with explosives 
turned to revenge after her 
family was killed in a firefight 
in South Lebanon four years 
ago, it said. She was also said 
to belong to Hizbollah. 

. The Sunday Telegraph re- 
port on the organisers of the 
bombing said radical Iranian 
ayatollahs opposed to the 
Middle East peace process 
had commissioned Mug- 
niyeh, who led Hizbollah’s 
undercover wing Islamic 
Jihad, to coordinate strikes 
on “soft” Jewish ■ targets, 

'They are parts of a cam- 
paign that has been launched 
with Iran's backing and using 
Mugniyeh 's expertise to 
attack Jewish and Israeli 
targets around the world.” 

Mugniyeh, known by the 
nickname. “Iran’s .Carlos," 
was personally responsible 
for the kidnap of British hos- 
tages in Lebanon in the 
1980s, the Sunday Telegraph 
said, but has been lying low 
since the captives were freed. 

The “radical elements” in 
Tehran have ordered the 
bombing campaign in outrage 
the peace process which has 
reconciled Israel and some of 
its former Arab foes, it said. 

The suspected “widow 
bomber,” who drove coolly 
through security checks and 
managed to slip away from 
the scene after the blast, was 
probably trained in a camp in 
the Bekaa Valley, the Sunday 
Times said. 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Eco- 
nomic reforms in the Arab 
World have made investment 
more attractive but local 
businessmen are still reluc- 
tant to pump large funds into 
■the market due to political 
instability, according to a key 
Arab League organisation. 

The Kuwaiti-based Arab 
.Corporation for Investment 
.Guarantee (ACIG) said the 
majority of Arab investors it 
had surveyed agreed instabil- 
ity and political uncertainty 
were the main obstacles to 
Investment in the. region. 

“Political instability re- 
mained the main hurdle for 
Ihe fifth year." the ACIG 
said in its monthly bulletin 
received here Saturday, cit- 
ing the results of the survey. 

Several Arab countries 
have embarked on large-scale 
reforms to tackle persistent 
economic problems, such as 
growing debt, unemploy- 
ment, negative growth and 
deficits in their budgets and 
balance of payments. 

The reforms include priva- 
tisation , the improvement of 
investment laws and easing of 
trade barriers. 

Although some Arab coun- 
tries reported an increase in 
capital inflow, investment in 
the region as a whole has 
remained a fraction of the 
total Arab assets abroad of 
between $600 and $800 bil- 


lion. 

Official estimates showed 
inter-Arab investments stood 
at around $26 billion but only 
$12 billion are pure Arab 
investments. 

Overseas Arab funds, a 

large part of which are owned 

by oil-rich Gulf nations, in- 
clude between $200 and $300 
billion in stocks, $260 billion 
in bank deposits and the rest 
in real estate and other sec- 
tors. Most of the funds are 
based in the United States 
and other Western countries. 

Arab investors have 
ignored repeated calls to re- 
patriate part of their funds, 
arguing that they sometimes 
suiter losses due to upheavals 
in world markets ana curren- 
cy and exchange rates. 

Experts have noted that 
many Arab states suffered 
from instability and wars over 
the past decade. They cited 
the wars in Sudan, Somalia, 
Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq and 
Kuwait, Muslim violence in 
Egypt and Algeria, the West- 
ern Sahara conflict and the 
state of war between Israel 
and neighbouring Jordan and 
Syria. 

The ACIG, with capital of 
around $80 million, said heal- 
ing inter-Arab rifts and peace 
between Israel and its Arab 
foes would help end the insta- 
bility and woo investors. 

“It is hoped that the nega- 


tive effects of instability on 
investors will ease with the 
launching of peace negotia- 
tions, which could lead to a 
just solution to the problem 
of occupied Arab temtories. 
This, coupled with efforts to 
iron out Arab differences and 
ongoing economic reforms in 
Arab countries, will create a 
state of tranquility and confi- 
dence in investors.” 

Apart from instability, the 
ACIG survey found numer- 
ous other obstacles to invest- 
ment in the Arab World. 

They included ambiguous 
investment laws in some 
member states, red tape and 
difficulties in obtaining li- 
cences and visas, restrictions 
on currency and profit trans- 
fers, insufficient tax exemp- 
tion, lack of skilled labour, 
poor infrastructure, double 
taxation, high unemployment 
and inflation rates and a low 
level of Arab economic coop- 
eration. 

“Opinions in the survey 
showed that the investment 
dimate in eight Arab coun- 
tries improved in 1993, while 
it deteriorated in eight other 
countries and remained un- 
changed in the remaining 
members," the ACIG said. 

Lebanon, which has seen a 
boom in investment since the 
end of the 15-year civil war in 
1990, was classified as the 
most attractive member for 
Arab investors. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
steady growth in world de- 
mand for refined products 
will create a severe shortage 
in output in Arab states 
although many of them are 
expanding their refineries, 
according to an official study. 

Hie expansions will boost 
Arab rearing output 4 to 309 
million tonnes (5.97 atiUion 
barrels per day) in the year 
2000, from 284 million tonnes 
(5.6 million b/d) in 1992, said 
the study by the Kuwaiti- 
based Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC). 

“There is a steady growth 
in world demand for me less 
polluting light refined pro- 
ducts,” said the study, pub- 
lished Sunday Jn tiw_Unyite<L 
Arab Emirates (UAE) oil 
ministr y’s magazine, Ofl and 
Industry News. “Tins will 
lead to shortages with diffe- 
rent levels in several light 
refined products despite 
planned expansions in pro- 
duction capacities.” 


A current surplus in gas oil 
output anil turn into a deficit 
of 7.5 mflHoQ tonnes by the 
year 2003 and will jump to 24 
milli on tonnes by die year 
2010, said OAPEC, which 
groups 10 key Ajab oil- 
producing countries. 

Another surplus in 
- kerosene will also turn into a 
gap of 2L5 million tonnes by 
the year' 2010, it added. 

It predicted a shortage in 
gaso hneoutput of 15 million 
tonnes in 2005 and around 
four milli on tonnes in 2010, 
while the gap in asphalt and 
lubricants would rise from 

90,000 tonnes to five million 

tonnes in 2010. 

Arab states have 57 re- 
fineries, most of which are 
based in the Gulf. Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world’s tern oil expor- 
ter, produces nearly one third 
of the total Arab refined pro- 
ducts from its nine refineries. 

. The kingdom and other 
Arab producers have' 
embarked on projects to 
boost the output capacity of 


their refineries as part of 
overall expansions m their 
energy sector to meet grow- 
ing domestic and foreign de- 
mand. 

According to the 
Dammam-based Arab Cor- 
poration for Petroleum In- 
vestment, Arab states need 
to pump nearly $55 billion 
into ofl expansion projects 
untfl tiie year 2000/ 

Forty-seven billion dollars 
are needed for gas projects, 
$19 billion for refining, and 
$20.8 trillion for petrochemic- 
als. 

The bulk of the funds are 
expected to be spent by Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Libya 
and the UAE. The five coun- 
tries control nearly 60 per 
xeat-of -the- total world crude 
ofl reserves of around one 
trillion barrels. 

“Arab states should develop their 
refineries and increase their 
production capacities to a 
level that will bridge the ex- 


Egyptian revenues drop 


Georgia seeks foreign investment 


TBILISI (AFP) — War, a 
crippled economy and violent 
crime are not preventing the 
Georgian government from 
frying to attract foreign inves- 
tors to help put the troubled 
Transcaucasian republic back 
pa its feet. 

But the virtual collapse of 
Georgia’s transport and com- 
fuuuications infrastructure, 
erratic energy supplies and 
Ihe lack of any attractive 
commodity reserves have 
seen even the most adventur- 
ous foreign businessman give 
Georgia a wide berth. 

Ia a meeting earlier this 
week with Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze in the 
capital Tbilisi, John Odling- 
Smee, director of the Inter- 
national Monetary (IMF’s) 
Balkan and Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) 
operations, again refused to 
release a credit of 111 million 
SDRs (Special Drawing 
Rights) earmarked for Geor- 
gia. 

“It will be necessary (for 
Georgia) to stop living off the 
drug of central bank o-edits 
and to create a real curren- 
cy.” said Mr. Odling-Smee. 
arguing that only then will 
foreign investors start to risk 
tfieir capital in Georgia. 

Vice-Premier Temur Basi- 
fa, an opposition politician 
given the unenviable task of 


beefing up Georgia's curren- 
cy, tbe coupon, has promised 
to carry out the monetarist- 
style reform held dear by the 
IMF. 

The Russian rouble is the 
country’s de facto currency, 
recently replacing the coupon 
even for some state-owned 
utilities such as the telephone' 
service. 

Guram Nakaidze, deputy 
chairman of the State Com- 
mittee for Foreign Economic 
Relations, suggested that the 
June 24 arrival of Russian 
peacekeepers in the break- 
away republic of Abkhazia, 
would senhd a ‘^positive sig- 
nal” to foreign investors. 

Abkhazia fell to separatists 
last September after 13 
months of fighting with Geor- 
gia. 

Mr. Nakaidze claimed the 
European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development 
(EBRD) would next week 
release a 35 million ECU 
($42 million) credit for the 
modernisation of Georgia’s 
power stations and said the 
bank was also studying a $720 
million plan to modernise 
Georgia's Black Sea port of 
Poti. 

An Australian engineering 
firm, J.P. Kenny, is planning 
to modernise oil weQs east of 
Tbilisi in partnership with the 
state oil company, Saknavto- 
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Saknavtobi's vice- 
chairman, Vano Lobjanidze, 
said a joint-venture with J.P. 
Kenny to build a 200,000 
tonne-per-year oil refinery 
outside Tbilisi wfll be com- 
pleted at the end of tbe year. 

However, such big plans 
and the grandiose visions of 
newly-crated trade organisa- 
tions like the Black Sea Eco- 
nomics Cooperation Region 
are not the real dynamo of 
Georgia’s foreign trade. 

■ It ts ordinary Georgians, 
who fill up as many suitcases 
as they can cany with con- " 
sumer goods on short bus- 
trips to neighbouring Turkey 
or Iran, who form the back- 
bone of tiie country’s foreign 
trade. 

German businessman 
Joachim Scboenfeld, whose 
great unde, a wine trader, 
regularly travelled to Georgia 
before tbe revolution to buy 
Georgian wine for discerning 
customers back in Bremen, 
opened an office for the Ger- 
man international forwarding 
company Militzer and 
Muendi in Tbilisi last March. 

Mr. Schoenfeld, who has 
been threatened by Georgia’s 
powerful organised crime 
s yndic ates, uses armed 
escorts to truck cargo across 
the republic. 

Peanuts . 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s re- 
venues from two important 
sources of foreign currency, 
tourism and the Suez Canal, 
have fallen again, , a report 
for the cabinet said. 

Tourism receipts fell to $79 
million in the month of April 
from $114 million in the same 
month last year. 

For the first four months of 
tbe year receipts were $373 
million, compared to $462 
million in the same period in 
1993, said the report, made 
available to Reuters Sunday. 

The first four months of 
the year was a period of 
activity by M uslim militants 
who attacked tourist trains 
and Nile cruisers deliberately 


level of political violence has 
subsided since the end of 
April. 

In May, the number of 
tourists visiting Egypt rose 
for the first month tms year 
but the average visit was 
shorter and the number of 
tourists rights declined to 919 
million, from 1,073 million in 
May last year. Revenue fi- 
gures were not available. 

The Suez Canal earned the 
country $162.8 million in 

3 , compared with $169.6 
on in May 1993. The 
figure for the first five 
months of the year was $789 
million, against $821 million 
in the same period of 1993. 


Production of petroleum, 
another important source of 
foreign exchange, rose to 
3.75 million tonnes in May, 
up from 3.7 million in April 
but down from 3.78 million in 
May 1993. 

Tbe fall in production this 
year is likely to be offset by 
* the recent rise in world cm 
prices. Hie international ben- 
chmark Brent Crude hs reco- 
vered from a five-year low of 
$13 per barrel in March to a 
current price of around $17. 

Egyptian production of 
gas, used increasingly in pow- 
er generation, rose to 773 ,000 
tonnes from 750,000 in April 
and 740,000 in May 1993, the 
report said. 


Vietnam plans to slash red tape 


HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam 
plans to slash through much 
of the red tap surrounding 
licenses for foreign invest- 
ment in an effort to head off 
growing competition for 
overseas capital, a report has 
said. 

Dan Ngoc Xuan, chairman 
of the State Committee for 
Cooperation and Investment 
(SCO), attempted to reassure 
foreign investors that Viet- 
nam wfll cut back on the 
lengthy and expensive licens- 
ing procedures, the Vietnam 
Investment Review said. 

“Policies will be enacted to 
slice away lengthy adminis- 
trative procedures and licens- 
ing requirements,” Mr. Xuan 
said in an interview with the 
weekly newspaper, which is 
published by the SCO. 

A top priority will be a ban 
on local authorities setting up 
their own investment licens- 
ing bodies that overlap with 
the SCO while any existing 
committees will be closed 
down, Mr. Xuan said. 

“In the past investors were 
often forced lo seek approval 
from both local and central 


authorities,” Mn Xuan said. 
“No clear procedures setting 
out proper jursidiction over 
projects were ever estab- 
lished." 

The SCO is also aiming to 
cut the time to win a license 
from three months to two, 
while approvals for small pro- 


jects should' be completed in 
six weeks, tbe cabinet-level 
official said. 

Foreign investors in Viet- 
nam frequently complain ab- 
out a stifling bureaucracy and 
corruption among govern- 
ment-officials as well asa lack 
of transparency in investment 
rules. 


IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL 

straight from the 
horse’s mouth. 

NATURAL GEMS. 

Gold jewelry. 

^ DAJANl’S 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman. 
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NOT YOUR SOW, ■ 
y AMOY — AVBRTY -4 
PRIM ANt> PROPER] 

>_ YOUNG LABH'—J 


[ NOT MANY 

V of 'em-/; 

LOO K SO 
. REFINED - 


f* AND VERY FEWOF K 
'EM WHO DON'T SOON 
OCTT1REOOFTWVING- 
Y- -TO KES3 ITUB JACKt- 




“We need to do some repairs this 
weekend. There are some cracks 
in the foundation of our marriage!" 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to (atm 
tour ordinary words. 


THRIM 


FOREY 


RAYPNT 


CHOROT 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
qp by Mend Arnold end Ufa Argbtan 






Hfr REAPING- OF 
SONNETS ON THE 
TRAIN WAS KNOWN 
AS THIS. 

— 

Now arrange tbe circled fettBrs to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers tomorrow) 
, TIGER BAKING MARTYR 
Ld-me-down recipes are measured — 
[BY 'GRAM' 


Andy Capp 


I GUE5S MAYBE 
THEY'RE RIGHT.. 
GOLF IS A 
// GAME OF . 


lMutt'n’Jeff 


'WHAT ARE 1 I HAVE NO "1 
you DOING, I HOME $0 I'M 
JULIUS? J MAKING ONE 
s*. sr \ IN THIS TREE! 


l O IBM Unud Feature SyndcvM. Me. 
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gosh, you ^ 
dont Have 

TO DO THAT! 
THE MUTTS 
HAVE BEEN 
VERY NICE 
^ ^rmTQ ME- 


THEY CALL ME THEIR 
STAR BOARDER! — 
I’LL ASK 'EM IF YOU 
CAN STAY WITH US! 


jm 





KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) 
— Kuwaiti Finance Minister 
Nasser A1 Rodhan Sunday 
- announced a $12 billion plan 
to privatise state-owned en- 
terprises. . . 

Sheikh Rodhan quoted by 
tiie English-language daily 
'Arab Tunes, said it would 
cover privatisation of enter- 
prises in the water, electricity 
and communications sectors. 

Some 800 million dinars 
($2.56 billion) would be 
generated by the sale of com- 
panies belonging to the state- 
run Kuwait Investment Au- 
thority, which owns or part- 
owns 63 local enterprises. 
Sheikh Rodhan said. 

. Six of the companies were 
being privatised, the mini ster 
said, and the state's share in 
13 other companies had 
already been sold off. 

The privatisation would be 
spread over at least five 
years, economic experts said. 

In April, the prune minis- 
ter and crown prince. Sheikh 


tisation plan 

fidt by the year 200STSheikh 

Rodhan said. 

In other comments the fi- 
nance minister was quoted as 
saying employers should help 
pay for state welfare: services 
enjoyed by their expatriate 

workers. ! 

“Employers are bound to 
pay part of the cost, on the 
state for expatriates (hey re- 
cruit. I believe this is a legiti- 
mate right for the state jwuch 
it can implemente.' any 
time,” the minister was 
quoted as saying by AI Seyas- 
seh newspaper and sister pap- 

ter, the English-Language 

Arab Times. , 

“What we have discussed 
on this issue so far is the need 
that employers should bear 
certain additional charges to 
cover part of public services 
provided by the state to ex- 
patriates they employ;” he 
pointed out. 

Big debt service payments 
due over the next two years, 
a recent oil price slump and a 


a new cabinet to revive the ™re^ rewrv mauc 


economy, which is still hit by 
the effects of the Iraqi 
occupation of August 1990 to 
February 1991. 

Privatisation, taxes on pub- 
lic services and the opening 
up of the oil sector to foreign 
companies form the basis of 
Kuwait’s. But Ofl Minister 
Abdul Mohsen Midaj said 
Saturday that Kuwait had 
given up its plan to open the 
sector. 

Kuwait's budget defidt has 
led tbe government to draw 
on its reserves abroad, which 
have diminished to $35 bil- 
lion compared with $100 bil- 
lion before the Gulf crisis. 

Oil price instability has 
aggravated the defidt, which 
is put this year at $5.4 billion 
and expected to rise to 
around $7 bflfion in 1995. 

The economic reforms are 
aimed at eliminating the de- 


Kuwaiti planners consider 
ways of raising more state 
revenue to meet a growing 
national budget deficit. j 
Sheikh Rodhan did not say 
how such a charge would be 
imposed. He added it was 
probably a measure -for the 
medium to long term. 

“The government aims by 
this (expatriate charge) to 
dose the gap b tween the 
different salaries paid to ex- 
patriates and (higher paid) 
Kuwaitis,” the minist er was 
reported as saying. “It, is this 
big salary difference which 
encourages Kuwaiti buaness- 
men to recruit exp atriate s so 
as to make more profits.”’ 
The government’, keeri to: 
cut state payroll costs, wants 
to prod private firms into \ 
hiring more Kuwaiti es in pre- 
ference to low paid Asian and ' 
Egyptians who dominate the 
jobmarket. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST 1, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You will be busier than ex p ected 
today so try to get an early start, 
proceeded ty a good nights’ rest. 
The Gemine Moon wul stir up 
activity from tbe past or lead to 
tbe condnsion of unsettled busi- 
ness. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your bundles are good early in 
tbe day, so be sore to follow 
diem. Handle all duties painsta- 
kingly and get excellent results 
you desire. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A charming person can be very 
helpf ul to you early in tbe day. 
Take extra time to improve your 
appearance. Express confidence. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
good deal of work can be accom- 
plished today by making proper 
plans. Rid yourself of whatever 
deters your progress on a new 
assignment. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Try to be more helpful in 
your relationship with fellow 
associates. Study reports and 
make sure they are accurate and 
proper. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Go 
totoe proper sources for the 
information you need. Financial 
affairs are best handled la trr in 
the day. Be more optimistic. 

(August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You could get a pleasant 
surprise early in the day, but 
could become frustrated over a 
mmor matter later which could 


hinder your progress. 

■ LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo 1 
"~ter 22) Yon are able to reach a 
personal aim early in the day, but 
later unexpected difficulty arises. 
Relax at home tonight with your 
loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are aide to 
gain some aim which means 
much to you today. Avoid one 
who could harm you in some way 
which could be det rim en ta l to 
you. 

SAGITTARIUS : (November 22 
to December 21) Get in touch 
with as many friends as you 
possibly can and come to a better 
understanding with them and 
you will halve a better rela- 
tionship. 

CAPRICORN: (December. 22 to 
January 2)) Find a better system 
for handling your mounting 
financial affairs. Sidestep a foe 
who keep annoying you and you 
wul stay out of trouble. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Fipd the right way 
to gain your fondest a ims and 
do ? , t let others stop you. Be sure 
to improve your appearance and 
you wfll be a success. . 

JJSCES: (February 20 to March 
JU) A day when you ; can use 
more imagination and get exceJ- 
tent results in career matters. 
Stove for increased happiness in 
your daily fife. 

Birthstone of August; ‘ 
Perid <* — Golden Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword „ 
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5 Clear the hoard •« 

10 Boy, it s hoc W 

M ftmnuker 

Wertmuller 3 

15 Actor Alain 28 n 

!6 Harangue — 

17 AdtfCt | 

18Bteusa a » F B 

•9 Kitchen item 

20 Love song » - 

22 Composer 

Schumann * ■ErEa — — 

24 Reveal y 

25 Clayey nurture 41 |«lB*c"' 1 

28 Trading — — 

29 Music* " I « 

composition M _ 

33 Broadway I 1 iv 

m usual it n n 1 

34 Trading place 

“AfKWtangtJtjm » ■ 5" W - 

36 Profit trader — - 

37 Visionary “ — ft 

40 Payable 

< l M onast ery men Ha ’ *" 

-SET" 


Wilson McBeeth 


60 Anna went here 

51 Wall finish 
5* The Student 
Pnoce" tor one 

58 Listen) 

59 Thrush 
fit A Webster 
82 Branch angle 

sgr*-' 5 *- 

65 --an scene 

|6 Seasonal song 
6? Dutch cheese 

1 m addition 

2 River into nve 
Seine 

3 Drily 

* Cheese dish 

5 Playwright 
AIwm 

6 English author 


9 nwp« 

B^rrapanta 

10 Poser 

11 Own 
*2 Always 
13 Lett 

Nursemaios 

23 Grampus 

25 Mushroom 

26 Gripes 
Sr'wNchw* 

IS"* 51 

30 Beverly Hills 


IfCorpuien, 

MDenoteo 

21 

47 Sound of 
afriguliHtton 
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« bISS? 5 ® 58 • • 

«a^ C '!* Wc,e 57 interrupting , 

53 Author Leon sound 1 • 

54 Finished GO Cute — 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(July 25 - July 29, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar depredated sharply against most 
Europeari currencies at the end of last week, as it ended the 
week 0.95 per cent lower against the mark and 1 .01 per cent 
lower agamst' sterling. Meanwhile, it rose one per cent 
against the yen- 

The US. unit apprec ia ted slightly against other major 
currencies Monday. Reports indicated that U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Brown expressed his continued optimism over the 
probability of achieving progress in U.S. -Japan trade talks. 
This happened despite approaching the July 31 deadline for 
Japan's Opening its markets to some American products, 
vriuch was set earlier during the bilateral trade talks. 
However, Mr. Brown added that he wants measurable 
progress, and did not rule out the probability of trade 
sanctions against Japan otherwise. On the other band, some 
mar k^, participants concern over the U.S. Congress’s 
investigations in the White Water case the next day, as it was 
one of the reasons for the dollar's decline during summer. 

The dollar retreated against the mark and yen Tuesday, 
while rising against sterling. It declined on concern over the 
U S. Congress’s investigations in the White Water case, as 
well as concern over the on-going U.S.-Japan trade talks. 

The U.S. unit declined sharply against major European 
currencies Wednesday, while rising slightly against the yen. 
It declined against the mark after the latter rose on crosses. 
The dollar also lost ground against the mark after being 
affected negatively by the decline in U.S. bond prices, which 
fefl. after the release of U.S. Durable Goods’ Orders showing 


parties in the U.S.-Japan trade talks. This happened despite 
an announcement by the U.S. Deputy Trade Representative 
in its talks with Japan, who said that the recent talks held in 
Hong Kong achieved minimum progress. 

. The U.S. unit retreated against other major currencies 
Friday, however, especially against European currencies. It 
declined after the release of U.S. GDP showing real annual 
increase of 3.7 per cent in the second quarter of 1994, 
compared to a rise of 33 per cent in the first quarter. The 
GDP figures came below economists expectations of four 
per cent, which dampened expectations of a probable 
near-term Fed tightening. Meanwhile, the rise in U.S. bond 
prices stemmed the dollars decline. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 13829 marks, 99.95 
yen and at 1.5430 dollars to the pound sterling. 

New York Closing Rates for Major C u rrenc i es Against tbo 
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month- On the other hand, the dollar rose against the yen on 
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Bergsten, as he expressed hope in achievement of progress 

Sterling Pound 
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the-U.S.- administration will postpone the Jnly 31 deadline 
for -Japan’s opening its markets to some of the American 
products. The second announcement came from an official 
m the U.S. administration who conveyed the administra- 
tion's desire for achieving progress in trade talks with Japan. 

The 1 dollar rose sharply Thursday, on expectations of a 
large increase in U.S. second quarter gross domestic product 
(GDF) later in the day. It also appreciated in view of a rise in 
U.S. o 6 nd prices, which rose on increased foreign demand. 
Meanwhile, the dollar penetrated the 100 yen level for the 
first time in a month, after being affected positively by 
expectations of a probable agreement between the two 
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^Japan banks 
net«tock 

. -‘-V " 

sellers for 
firsttime 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
leadingbanks became net sel- 
lersbfStocks for the first time 
ever last year with sales 
reaching' 65.2 billion yen 
($650 r million), accoriding to 
aNcanura Research Institute 
surrey^ 

Toe survey, published by 
tbeNi&pn Keizai Shim bun, 
said tiie net sales of stocks by 
21 banks in the year to March 
revereed net purchases of 720 
bfilk>n yen a year earlier. A 
year before that, net purch- 
ases 'by the 11 city banks, 
seven trust banks and three 
longterm credit banks came 
to 500 billion yen. 

Among -the banks, which 
are all struggling with moun- 
tains of bad debt left: over 
from an orgy of speculative 
lending in the late 1980s, 
Yasuda Trust and Banking 
Co. Ltd. topped the list of 
seders with net sales of 9.6 
Wffiotryen. 

Tokm -Bank Ltd. ranked 
second with net sales of 6.8 
Wlkwi yen followed by Asahi 
Bank lid. with 4.6 billion 
yen; r Hokkaido Takoshokn 
t Bank Ltd. with 43 billion 
yen- and- Industrial Bank of 
Japan Xtd. with 3.7 billion 

»w.' , 

Daiwat [Bank Ltd., which 
us^iredia majority stake in 

troubled affiliate, Cosmo 
Securities Co, Ltd,, last year, 
topped the fist of buyers with 
“ft; stock purchases of 10.3 
ralKonilyen. Mitsui Trust and 
BahkfcigCo: Ltd., came next 
billion yen, followed 
by Sumitomo Bank Ltd. with 
2.7 trillion yen. 

A -spokesman for the re- 
search arm of Nomura Secur- 
«fes,.Go; Ltd. said the in- 
fonnation came from a pri- 
vate suruey it had conducted 
MuThSJT not been intended 
for raifilication. 

. ifeanwhile, Japan’s major 
^nim^cia] banks have dras- 
tical^j! reduced their bad 

- k>ans .tordevetoping and for- 
^r-socialist nations, the 
Kyoefo: raws agency has re- 
ported! (quoting financial 
■toorcesL 

• Outstanding balance of 
ftaiSTfeld. by Japan’s 11 lead- 
i “Ik Commercial banks stood 
' ^883 billion yen ($8.8 bfl- 
fibn) at the end of last March, 

- a decrease of about 630 bfl- 
opn yen from a year earlier, 
^ sources said. 


Jordanian businessmen familiarised 
on details of EU forum to promote ties 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 100 
Jordanian businessmen from 
all sectors of the economy 
were familiarised Sunday on 
an encounter with European 
counterparts under one roof 
in Cairo in December as part 
of the European Union's 
(EU) efforts to encourage 
trade links between the Mid- 
dle East and Europe, orga- 
nisers said. 

Colin Coc knell, the acting 
head of the European Com- 
mission delegation in Am- 
man, addressed the gather- 
ing, explaining in general the 
EC’s objectives and the un- 
ion’s keen interest in streng- 
thening bosincss ties with the 
Middle East and taking 
advantage of the opportuni- 
ties that Arab-l 5 raeli peace 
offers to the region. 

The central theme of the 
Amman meeting was to in- 
form Jordanian businessmen 
of the Dec. 6-7 conference in 
Cairo entitled “Fartenariat, 
EU-Middle East,” and the 
opportunities the event offers 
for direct contacts with Euro- 
pean firms, said Riyad 
Khouri, director of MEBA 
Ltd., an Amman-based con- 
sultancy firm which organised 
the meeting. 


“We have had an excellent 
response; people are very in- 
terested,” Mr. Khouri told 
the Jordan Times. The meet- 
ing was attended by a “wide 
cross-section” of the Jorda- 
nian economy, including 
businessmen from the trans- 
port, tourism, energy, indus- 
try and contracting sectors. 

Mr. Khouri described the 
Cairo conference as a very 
good opportunity for 
businessmen not only to meet 
European counterparts but 
also make deals. 

“The event is heavily subsi- 
dised by the European Un- 
ion,” he said. The conference 
offers an opportunity for 
Jordanian companies to get 
in direct contact with Euro- 
pean firms and also have 
their names and details en- 
tered in a catalogue that will 
a be distributed all over the 
world, he said. 

The actual cost of parti- 
cipation in the conference 
and listing in the catalogue is 
$170. 

Participants are entitled to 
50 per cent discount on air 
fares and “very cheap prices” 
at Cairo hotels while attend- 
ing the two-day event. 

Sunday's meeting in Am- 
man was held at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel and another 


si milar gathering is planned 
for Wednesday. 

More than 310 companies 
have already been selected to 
attend the Cairo event from 
among 1,400 applicants, a 
EU press release said, adding 
that the forum is expected to 
be attended by about 1,200 
companies. 

“The ' event... offers an 
opportunity to broaden con- 
tacts, develop common busi- 
ness opportunities and work 
towards the development of 
peace through prosperity in 
the region,” it said. 

The Cairo forum is an EU- 
sponsored initiative to 
“promote ties between firms 
in the European Union and 
the Middle East and to prom- 
ote regional integration in the 
Middle East,” it said. 

The EU is closely involved 
in a parallel track to develop 
the region's economy along 
with the 33-month-old Arab- 
Israeli peace process. The un- 
ion is also very active in 
trying to bring Arabs and 
Israelis together at various 
forums, including heavy poli- 
tical debates as well as media 
gatherings. 

Companies from Jordan, 
Egypt, the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
Israel as well as the six Arab 
stares of the Gulf are ex- 


pected to take part in the 
Cairo meeting. 

The EU also hopes that 
Syrian and Lebanese 
businessmen could be^ 
brought in formally at a later ^ 
stage (Syria and Lebanon areV 
officially staying away from, 
the multilateral phase of the ! 
Middle East peace process «; 
saying regional cooperation^ 
and business contacts with a < 
Israelis could come only after ' 
the bilateral political issues * 
are satisfactorily resolved). » 

Beyond Arab and Israeli -. 
business contacts with Euro-:; 
pean firms, a key objective of \ 

the forum appears to be to - 
make contacts between Arab ■ 
and Israeli companies ahead \ 
of the possible end to the 
Arab trade boycott of Israel f 
as pan of an overall peace . ^ 
settlement in the Middle 
East. ." 

The EU, particularly Ger- j 
many, has been calling for an * 
end to the secondary and .* 
tertiary effects of the*' 
decades-old Arab boycott of R 
Israel. The primary boycott 
involves Israeli companies 1 
while the secondary and tcrti-»j 
ary boycott is targerted at ^ 
companies linked with Israel 
and with companies doing . 
business with firms which are ■ 
boycotted for their links with, 
the Jewish state. % 


UAE bank credits surge, assets down 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Cre- 
dits extended by United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) banks 
surged by more than 11 per 
cent in 1993 while their assets 
declined because of a drop in 
foreign assets, the central 
bank said Sunday. 

Credits by the 19 national 
banks and 28 foreign units 
totalled 74.6 billion dirhams 
f$20.3 billion) at the end of 
1993, compared with 67 bil- 
lion dirhams ($18.25 billion) 
at end 1992, it said in a 
report. 

A breakdown showed 
trade and construction re- 
ceived the lion’s share of 
loans, given the absence of 
other major investment 
opportunities in the region. 


By the end of 1993, credits 
for trade stood at 25.7 billion 
dirhams ($7 billion) and for 
construction at 13.5 billion 
dirhams ($3.67 billion). 

Industry received 4.4 bil- 
lion dirhams ($1.19 billion). 

An upswing in trade and 
construction activities in 1993 
enabled most UAE banks to 
make record profits in 1993 
and bankers expea an even 
better performance in 1994. 

The bulk of credits ex- 
tended to trade financed 
UAE’s imports, which 
jumped to 72 billion dirhams 
($19.6 billion) in 1993 from 
64 billion dirhams ($17.4 bil- 
lion) in 1992, according to 
official figures. 

Crude oil accounts for the 


bulk of the UAE’s exports, 
which fell to 44.5 billion 
dirhams ($ 12.1 billion) in 
1993 from 51.6 billion 
dirhams ($14 billion) due to a 
decline in oil prices. 

Despite the surge in cre- 
dits, bank assets declined to 
155.2 billion dirhams ($42.2 
billion) from 161.1 billion 
dirhams ($43.89 billion), 
according to the central bank 
report. 

It showed he decline was 
partly caused by a drop in 
foreign assets to 63 billion 
djihanu ($17.1 billion) from 
66 billion dirhams ($17.98 bil- 
lion). 

The frill in foreign assets 
was due to a sharp decline in 
deposits to $544 million from 


52.26 billion. * 

Deposits, the barometre of i 
investors' confidence in . 
banks, soared to 77.6 billion 
dirhams ($ 21.1 billion), from\ 
71.9 billion dirhams ($19.53 
billion), the report said. 

While investments abroad > 
surged to 7.3 billion dirhams j. 
($1.98 billion) from 5.3 bil-.^ 
lion dirhams ($1.44 billion);* 
domestic investment re-<* 
mained almost unchanged at « 
1 .2 billion dirhams . * 

“Domestic investment.-* 
does not include deposits 
with local banks. Such invest- 
ments have remained re-„- 
latively small because the . 
market itself is small and*; 
investment fields limited,” 0,4 
UAE banker said. % - 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned t.onnge 
and Onuidc Tbi ee 



Orvl JnI.II gll je .ni l 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For foore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 


Budget 


FLATOTEL 

Sweifiyefi 


airn ~ t • 

INSECURITY 
jT HOSPITALITY 
y GASTRONOMY 


$dee*& 

^ Cafe* 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Excopt Tuesday dosed 
n day: Drinks 




A Menu of DeAdous Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmetaanl 


E^JIW 


Te] ■ t* 0 i) 93|4 Fk Si 3 SfrJ 

Snnttsani-Near Babiche 

Amman - Jordan 




Extensive Travel 
Services for 
Businessmen and 







81 6690 


Phone 616217 .Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Box 183764 Amman - Jordan 
More reUdble fto a Camel I 



m 

■ 

863944 



UAirOTEL 


Amman - Tel 607193 
P.O&a 9403 -Far 602434" 
Telex 23808 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
ExpttriateMitd 
Businessmen 


TEL : 698131 
FAX : 673312 


RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbsqus for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
, , specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 
Air Conditioned Hall / 


La Vita Lounge 
Li 2:00 pm - v - Late 


QxwU-JO-lX&aO-Mdaiit 


Take away is avaflihlt 

SMAMtab Stnat 
um Uhainah C un m ma l Centro 

Tel: 861174 
6 mx Tasted Ahmys Uwed 


DefaxeVSisandAwfinenfi 

in Amman. 

For further details please call 
SANABELREAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

MnmnqrlcmHaMa 





Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7$0 — MidnigKt 

Tel. €38966 



SELECT HOTEL 



Jabal A 1 Webdeh/Tel. 637101/637102 



Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stm 30% larger 

* From enlargo- 
anent 20 x 30 cm 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 

Professional Technicians 


Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 


Shmcasam - Opp. Grindbys 
Bank, Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Time Out Bar ! ! 

S.veitiyeh - 863944 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

Noon to Midnight 
Swan Day* QWMk 


TELEPHONE : 815987 


Restaurant 
You Know 

Our Pczas&Sandwicbes 
Now Tnt The 

§ Italian Pasta 

Way 

Jltl, Spaghetti 
Penne 
■fifl Fettucdne 
PiapuKdio you Gnu &Mh . 

^^=1 * DBIM3MIU ^ 

ll ’RlrTJSmy Jr 

















U.S. sweeps cycling 
at Goodwill Games 


Bubka 


breaks 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — The United States 
swept the top three places in 
She women’s cycling event 
.Sunday at the Goodwill 
Games, while top American 
wrestler Bruce Baumgartner 
had his 25-match winning 
streak broken. 

..Brooke Blackweider. 
Karen Livingston and Karen 
'Dunm finished 1-2-3 in the 
■Women’s 44-kilometre (27- 
fliile) criterium race, a 20-lap 
circuit around the Hermitage 
-Museum. 

•■"Blackweider. of Montrose. 
,GoIo.. and Livingston, of 
53ainesv;lle, Fla., each 
-accumulated 30 points for 
winning three laps. But 
JHackweider got the gold be- 
cause she won the last lap, 
Dunne, of Bloomington. 
Jnd., had 19 points. 

In wrestling. Baumgartner 
settled for the bronze in the 
-i^O-kilogramme (286-pound) 
clns:.. The two-time Olympic 
and two-time world cham- 
■pion ’oust his first match 1-0 
pn a referee's decision to his 
Russian rival, Andre Shumi- 
im 

Shumilin won a single 
point in regulation with" a 
take-down, and after neither 
wrestler scored in overtime, 
-the Russian was given the 
.victory. 

r-Shumilin was the last man 
*o defeat Baumgartner — 23 
■matches ago in March 1993 at 
the World Cup. 

?..‘Td much rather have a 


gold, but it's fine,” Baum- 
gartner, 33, said. “It's better 
than no medal. I just wasn't 
executing the way I'm cap- 
able of. I had some opportu- 
nities I didn’t take advantage 
of.” 

Shumilin went on to lose 
1-0 on a referee’s decision in 
the gold-medal match against 
Zaza Turmanidze of the for- 
mer Soviet republic of Geor- 
gia. Baumgartner won the 
bronze medal by defeating 
Iran's Nader Ghanbari, 12-1. 
on a technical fell at 4;33. 

Zeke Jones of the United 
States, silver medallist at the 
1992 Olympics, won gold in 
the 52-kilogramme (114.5 
pound) class. He beat Janali 
Khosrow of Iran. 11-0. on a 
technical fell at 4:53. Jones’ 
gold was only the second for 
the United States, with the 
other going to Townsend 
Saunders Friday at 68-kgs 
(149.5 pounds). 

In the 57-Kg (125.5-pound) 
division. Turkey’s Ismail 
Zumaci won the gold by pin- 
ning Bagavdin Umakhanov 
of Russia at 2:25. Brad Pen- 
•rith of the United States got 
the bronze, beating 1992 
Olympic champion Aiejando 
Puerto Diaz of Cuba 

Russia dominated the 
wrestling with six gold and 
three silver, followed by the 
United States with two gold, 
three stiver and three bronze. 
The world championships arc 
in Istanbul, Turkey, in late 
August. 


pole vault 
record 


SESTRIERE, Italy (AP) — 
Sergey Bubka took advan- 
tage of wind gusts which 
foiled other athletes to raise 
the world pole vault record 
another centimetre Sunday 
for his 35th world mark and a 
$130,000 Ferrari. 


The 30-year-oid “flying 
Ukrainian’! cleared 6.14 
metres to break his own re- 
cord set in Tokyo in 1992 and 
said afterwards he enjoyed 
“perfect record conditions.” 

“The wind was good, blow- 
ing in the proper direction. 
The track was perfect and 
altitude possibly helped.’’. 
Bubka said. 



WORLD BEST: Kenyan Moses Kiptann! best performance over the distance docking 
poses in front of a display showing the time he $mln 9,01sec, beating Morocco’s Khalid 
docked on men’s unofficial distance of two Skah’s previous best 8:12.17 (AFP photo) 
miles late Saturday. Kiptamri ran a world’s 


Stoltenberg ousts Courier 


Sunday's world record was 
the 17th outdoor mark by a 
an athlete has made a fortune 
in bonuses in his 11-year 
career by hiking his own re- 
cord bv the centimetre. 


TORONTO (R) — Austra- 
lian Jason Stoltenberg 


His latest mark earned him 
a Ferrari, which was available 
to anyone at the meet who 
could' break a record' in the 
2.035-metre altitude of this 
Alpine resort. The prize went 
unclaimed for the last, five 
years. 


A four-time world cham- 
pion and an 1988 Olympic 
gold medalist, Bubka said he 
was recovering his form of 
1991 — his best year ever. 


Han Jason Stoltenberg 
reached his second successive 
tournament final with a 3-6 * 
6-0 6-1 semifinal drubbing of 
fourth-seeded Jim Courier 
Saturday at the $1.72 million 
Canadian Open. 

The unseeded Stoltenberg 
next takes on eighth-seeded 
Andre Agassi, wno beat him 
in their two previous encoun- 
ters, in the final. 

The 20th-ranked Agassi, a 
champion here in 1992, beat 
sixth-seeded Wayne Ferreira 
6-4 7-5 to move into the final. 

The 33rd- ranked Stolten- 
berg is red hot on this year’s 
summer circuit. 

Last week in Washington. 


D.C., he lost in the finals to 
Stefan Ed berg of Sweden. 

Stoltenberg considers bis 
spectacular one hour, 29 mi- 
nute performance against the 
12th- ranked Courier here a 
career highlight. 

“I feel it is my best win," 
Stoltenberg said, “I know 
Courier isn’t in the top 10 
now, but I consider him a top 


about this match,” said 
Courier, who has a 5-2 career 
match edge over Stoltenberg. 
“I did what I thought were 
tiie right things and it didn't 
work today." 

Courier, who hasn’t won a 
title since Indianapolis last 
August, was strong in the 
first set. 


ten player. It's nice to control 
a match against someone who 


a match against someone who 
has won four Grand Slam 
titles and has been number 
one.” 


But the match turned dra- 
matically in Stoltenberg’s 
favour when he turned on the 
heat in the second set and 
Courier foiled to handle the 


Despite the semifinal loss, 
Courier will move back into 
the top 10 when the new 
rankings come oat Monday. 
“I don’t have any regrets 


U.S., Croatia safe bets for 1-2; but who is 


JrORONTO (AP) — Major 
international basketball 
feournnments have become 
jtet-togethers where everyone 
Js'irs the running to be runner- 
up. 

The presence of NBA- 
Dominated U.S. “dream 
teams” have made the race 
for gold medals a foregone 
Conclusion, but there’s still 
silver and bronze at stake as 
well as the ever-present 
national pride. Next-to-last 
pounds so much better than 
last. 

* Thfc week’s world cham- 
pionships should run to the 
pame form as the Barcelona 
Olympics, the first touma- 


vying for third at world basketball championships? 


ment with a U.S. team of 
NBA stars. 

Croatia won the silver in 
Barcelona and featuring the 
likes' of Toni Kukoc of the 
NBA's Chicago Bulls and 
Dino Radja oft the Boston 
Celtics, its a pretty safe bet 
for a second-place repeat be- 
hind the United States. 

"The USA will win the 
gold, we'll take the silver and 
Canada the bronze.” Kukoc 
said when asked to handicap 
the tournament that starts in 
Hamilton, Ontario and 
Toronto Thursday. “But we 
have to realise that in fact it 
will be very hard to achieve 
that. We have to play with 


intensity in each game and 
give ICO per cent. Fm sure 
that we can do that.” 

Croatia was the only team 
to even remotely throw a 
scare into the United States 
at Barcelona and that was by 
being within 56-42 at half- 
time. It could have been even 
more of a threat this time, 
but the death of guard 
Drazen Petrovic of the 
NBA’s New Jersey Nets last 
year affected the team as 
much off the court as on. 

"I felt very alone when he 
died because we used to 


phone each other every day 
even when I was in Greece 


even when I was in Greece 
and he was in the United 


States," said Croatia centre 
Stojan Vrankovic, who play- 
ed briefly with the Celtics. “I 
still think about him every 
day. Ifs very difficult even 
now.” 

Lithuania won the bronze 
at Barcelona, but did "not 
qualify for the ttprid cham- 
pionships. 

Kukok could be right ab- 
out Canada's chance at the 
bronze, depending on bow 
well the players handle the 
pressure of playing in front of 
the home crowds. Russia, the 
only 'former Soviet . republic 
to qualify for the 16-team 
field, and Puerto Rico, a 
team that has played together 



LUXURY FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT AT 7TH CIRCLE 


Central Location, Part of Villa, Ground Floor With 
Separate Entrance, 2 Bdrm, Salon , Dining, With 
Open Kilcilcn, Telephone, C/H, Small Garden. Car 
Park. T. V. .Video. And Washing Machine. 


Location : Behind Philadelphia Hotel 
Call : 676222 after 1:30 pm 


Consists of two salons, large dining room, living 
room, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully- 
equipped kitchen, veranda, garden, garage, 
central heating, telephone, new super deluxe 
furniture. In a very quiet area at 7th Circle. 

Interested call tel. 817822 


DOGS FOR SALE 


for eight years, also have a 
solid chance at a medal. 

Australia, Brazil and Ger- 
many all seemed to Ipse their 
shot at a medal with' thd loss 
of key players. * 

Australia, which will still 
have shooter Andrew Gaze 
who played -briefly in the 
NBA, will be without 2.18- 
metre (7-foot-2) centre Luc 
Longiey of the Bulls who 
decided to stay home for the 
birth of his child. 

Seeing Brazil without 
Oscar Schmidt will. belike 
seeing' the Celtics without 
Larry Bird. Schmidt was^the 
star of Brazilian teams since 
1976 and be was the leading 
■scorer at the last world cham- 
pionships and at Barcelona. 
The 35-year-old forward nev- 
er saw a shot he did not like 
and the rest of the team knew 
he and Marcel Sousa, who 
also retired after being the 
supporting star for 15 years, 
were the focus of the offence. 

“We are trying to adopt a 
new pattern," new coach En- 
nio Vecchi said. “We don’t 
want to have to depend on 
the individual talent of our 
players anymore.” 

Germany was a surprise 
winner of the European qual- 


ifying tournament but all 
those hopes were dashed 
when Detief Schrempf of the 
NBA's Seattle Supeisonics 
decided not to play in the 
world championships and 
1. 83-metre (6-foot- 10) centre 
Christian W(*lp, who played 
for the NBA’s Philadelphia 
76eis, had to have shoulder 
surgery and -will be out 
through the end of the sum- 
mer. 

As the desire to play on 
U.S. teams remains intense 
.for .exposure, financial 
possibilities and professional 
pride , it seems more - aifid 
more international stars have 
derided to skip these com- 
petitions, citing fatigue from 
NBA or European seasons. 

Kukoc had to be coaxed to 
play for Croatia and Cana- 
da’s Rick Fox, yet another 
Celtic in the tournament, did 
not make his commitment 
final until the summer. 

Maybe playing for the sil- 
ver and bronze is not the 
golden opportunity everyone 
makes it out to be. 

“To take the gold looks 
impossible,” first-year 
Croatia coach Giuseppe 
Giergia, “so we should be 
satisfied with the silver.” 
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Dobberman Puppies, red colour, two 
months old, and Persian cats. 

For information, please call tel. 
617712 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 




FOR RENT 
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200 sq.m, ground floor apt. in Gardens area, near lo Al 
Jubilee Square. Fully furnished. 3 bedrooms, one of them 
master, 2 salons, modem kitchen. 3 bathrooms, garage, 
garden 

Call: 691864 after 3:00 p.m. 

642216 ext. 193 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 


[ Stationary 
&kDraunng tables 
» Office equipment 
vLBlue Print Services 


A Surveing Instruments 
^Colour Copeing Services 


A Chance to Study in Britain 


■ss&&SSSm 


August 1, 1994 
Swiss National Day 

at the 

Rozena Inn 
6*13572 



— 1-7 Oc 


si WAR 

§•§£_ ANWAR ABBAS & CO. 


Tel: 692119 Fax: 692148 


DE MONTFORT 
UNIVERSITY 




LEICESTER 


Are you thinking of studying in Britain at DE MONT- 
FORT UNIVERSITY? 


Raclette 


☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 

“Zurcher Geschnetzeltes” 
mit Rosti und Salat 
(Sliced Veal, Hash Brown 
Potatoes and Salad) 

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 

Mousse au Chocolat 


Places are available for entry in October 1994. 

A wide range of subjects is offered for undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in the following subject areas: 

— Electronics & Electrical Engineering. 

— Mechanical Engineering. 

— Computer Sciences & Combined Studies. 

— Health & Life Sciences. 

—Art & Applied Sciences. 

— Law & Business Studies. 

— Biology & the Environment.„etc. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHA1NA 


Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon and dining room, central heating, telephone, 
deluxe furniture, new building. Suitable for diplomat. 

Please call tel. 820259 — 826493 


JD 7.750+10% 

We would like to welcome 
Swiss compatriots and 
friends of Switzerland 
to celebrate with us. 


Ernest & staff 
Rozena Inn 


Wide entry and Access courses are available for students 
who do not have the appropriate qualifications. Dr. 
Marwan Al Akaidi will be visiting Jordan. Dr. Al Akaidi will 
be available to answer your enquiries at the British Council 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on Thursday Ihe 4th. 
Saturday the 6th, and other possible session on Sunday 
the 7th. August, 1994. Interested students are welcome. 
The British Council, Jabal Amman. 

First Circle, Rainbow Street 
TeiJ 636147/8 


De Montfort University, Leicester, the Gateway, 
Leicester LEI 9Bh, U.K. Tel. 0044 533 551551 Fax. 


0044 533 577052. 


A DISTRIBUTOR NEEDED 

The Singer Company is seeking to appoint a 
distributor for its countertop water filtration 
range of products. Candidate should have an 
adequate, distribution network throughout the 
Kingdom for home appliances or related pro- 
ducts. 

Interested & qualified parties please 
call between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at tel. 
864587 

or write to: ' 

P.O.Box 249 Amman 
11118 Jordan 
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O J. SIMPSON 


Simpson witness 
described white men 


at murder scene 


pressure. 

In 440 matches going back 
to 1987, this was only the 
seventh time that Courier lost' 
a set 64). 


LOS ANGELES (R) — De- 
tails of a mystery witness in 
the O.J. Simpson case 
emerged Saturday as a grand 
jury transcript revealed 
Simpson allegedly spied on 
his ex-wife and a former 
boyfriend and watched them 
make love. 

The Los Angeles Times 
said Saturday it had inter- 
viewed the mystery witness, 
who told the paper he was a 
burglar who was casing 
houses in Brentwood on the 
night of June 12, when Nicole 
Simpson and a friend, 
Ronald Goldman, were mur- 
dered. 

The former football great 
has pleaded not guilty to the 
m orders and maintains be was 
at home waiting for a 
limousine to take him to the 
airport when the slayings 
occurred. 

Nicole, 35. and Goldman, 
25, were stabbed and slashed 
to death outside Nicole's 
Brentwood town ho use. 

The .Times said the wit- 
ness. whom it did not name, 
claimed to Ifeve noticed two 
body, bearded white men 
dressed in dark clothing near 
Nicole’s townhouse at about 
9 p.m. June 12. 

More than an hour later, as 
jbg was approaching a house 
across the street, the burglar 
•Said he -heard a woman yell. 

“I beard a commotion. 
Something was going on 
there, and I heard a lady's 
voice going, ‘no’.’’ the wit- 
ness told the limes. 

He said he ducked behind 
a hedge and moments later 
saw the same two men he had 
spotted earlier running from 
the front of the townhouse. 

The witness said he beared 
one of the men saying some- 
thing about slicing or slashing 
a woman. He said the inci- 
dent took place about 10:15 
p.m. PDT. He said he did not 
see anyone in the area re- 
sembling O.J. Simpson. 

The Times said the man, 
who lives hundreds of miles 
(kilometres) from Los 
Angeles in northern Califor- 
nia, approached Simpson's 
defence team with his story 
before a reward was offered. 

The witness said in the 
interview he did not want any 
money for his information. 

“I feel sorry for Simpson. 
For me to take his money 


would be like taking money 
from someone who's dis- 
abled. I don't care if they find 
him guilty or not. There’s 
always two white guys who 
left that scene,” the witness 
said. 

Simpson's attorneys (old 
the Times they found the 
man to be a credible witness 
despite his criminal past. ... 

The paper said detectives 
also interiewed the witness 
Friday and took him to the 
scene of the crime. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment declined to comment on 
the Times’ report Saturday. 

Meanwhile, a transcript of 
grand Jury hearings released 
at the close of court business 
Friday evening showed that 
one of the witnesses who 
testified before the pane), 
Nicole’s former boyfriend, 
Keith Zlomsowitch, said 
Simpson had told them he 
watched them making love. 

“I watched you last night. 1 
can’t believe you would do 
that in the hotfse. 1 watched 
you. 1 saw everything y«fu 
(fid.” Sirffpson allegedly SSi3. 

Zlomsowitch said the iifd- 
dent took place in 1992 when 
Nicole was estranged from 
her husband but not yet di- 
vorced. 

Tfe said Simpson walked 
into the condominium where 
Nicole then lived after he and 
Nicole had spent an intimate 
evening together. 

Zlomsowitch and Nicole 
were fully dressed and he was 
massaging Nicole’s neck 
when Simpson entered unin- 
vited and said. “I can’t be- 
lieve it. Look what you are 
doing. The kids are right out 
there by the pool." 

Zlomstwitch said' he met 
Nicole in Aspen, Colorado, 
in January 1992 and began 
dating her in April that year 
when he moved to Los 
Angeles. 

On the first date he said he 
invited Nicole and sevefal 
friends to dinner at a Beverly 
Hill restaurant. 

He said Simpson appeared 
out of nowhere, put his hands 
on the table and “sort of 
stared at myself and the other 
male individual at the table.” 


Then, according to Zlom- 
sowitch. Simpson said, “I’m 


O.J. Simpson and she's still 
my wife." 


DUTY-FREE CAR FOR SALE 


60^ OO^kmsf’ ^°^ cc - 5 door - Mileage under' 

Excellent condition. JD 3.000. 

Contact Mark Le Goy, 

British Embassy Tel. 823100 
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Aba Shakra introduces aew pe rfume 


Directcw General of Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency 
Rami Abu Sha&a s£dS 

lK rod J 1C 5 l , a « ncw Perfume 
from J. Del Pozo during a 
special conference held for 
tins purpose. 

"? W P'rfurae, 
Duende, combines spir- 
itual feelings and feminist 
senses. It is a combination 
of a collection of perfumes 


which altogether make up a 
charming perfume full ot 
secrets. 


The perfume consists ot 
essences derived from fruit 
and plants. 


The new perfume will be 
on sale at pharmacies, per- 
fume selling outlets, in 
addition to Abu Shakra 
stores. 
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McRae ends bad run 
with New Zealand win 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

Sanchez, 
Martinez 
reach U.S. 
hardcourts 
final 

STRATTON MOUNTAIN, 
Vermont (R) — French 
Open champion Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and Wimble- 
don champ Con chita Mar- 
tinez won straight-set semi- 
final victories Saturday to set 

Op an all-Sp anish final at the 

$400,000 U.S. Hardcourts. 

The top-seeded Sanchez 
Vicario, ranked number two 
in the world, beat fifth- 
seeded Croatian Iva MajoH 
6-3 6-3 while second seed 
Martinez, ranked number 
three, defeated fourth seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa 6-4 6-4. 

Both Spaniards had some 
trouble with their service 
games before reaching die 
final of the opening tourna- 
ment of the American sum- 
mer circuit leading to the 
U.S. Open. 

GOREN BRIDGE 


WITO OMAR SHARIF 
HANNAH HIRSCH 

CI933 TKan UMI Encn. tac . 

THE ULTIMATE DISCARD 

Both vulnerable. North deala. 

NO$TH 

* Q 3 

9975 

0 J 10 7 4 8 

* AKQ 

WEST EAST 

*.5 * K J 7 6 4 2 

9KQJ643910 

•0.Q 5 O A 6 

•3 7 6 5 * 10 9 S 2 

SOUTH 

* A 10 9 8 

9 A 8 2 

0 K9 82 

* 4 3 
Hk V | U' n r 

North East South Wen 

16 2 ♦ 3 NT Pan 

Pan Pass 
Opening lead: King of 9 
Tim deal o from 5th Column, thu 
.publ i catio n of the Pennsylvania 
Unit of the American Contract 
Bridge League. 'It was reported by 
-Barbara and Benue Greenspan. It 
highlights the importance of count- 
ing declarer's tricks. 

The co nt ract at both tables in a 
Swiss Teams event was throe no 
' Hump . In hhpH case South simply 
^rushed aside East's preemptive 
jump overcall to leap to gams. And 
at. both tables West ignored part- 
ner’s bid and led the rag of heart*. 

• At raw table South decided West 
was probably leading from a air- 
card suit Declarer won the first 
trick with the ace, crossed to the 
queen of chibs and led the jack of 
diamonds. Whan East followed low. 
declarer guessed to rise with the 
Hng (an anti-percentage play, bat 
dearly the best shot to keep West 
off lead) and had no problem mak- 
ing nine tricks after the nriw a m g 
honors crashed on the next round. 

At the other table Sooth elected 
to hold up the ace of hearts. Whan 
the suit was co ntinu ed . East, Mort 
Pierce, worked out that, if declarer 
held both the king and quean of 
diamonds, pip; tricks were there for 
the ml™;; - The only way to defea t 
the contract was to hope West held 
the queen of diamonds. So East jet- 
tisoned the ace of diamonds! 

There was no way fox declarer to 
come to nine tricks without at least 
two diamond winners. And declarer 
could not score two diamond tricks 
without first letting West gam the 
lead to cash' enough heart tricks to 
it»&T tha contract. 


AUCKLAND (R) — Scots- 
man Colin McRae put a bad 
year behind him as he swept 
to a convincing victory in the 
Rally of New Zealand Sun- 
day. 

. McRae, 25, dominated the 
event in his Subaru Imprcza, 
bringing to the end a run 
where he had suffered 
crashes, car failure and a 
disqualification while scoring 
only one point in his six 
previous rallies year. 

“Every driver has a bad 
run every now and again,** he 
said. “This is the best way to 
answer the critics. 11 

The results of the rally 
dosed op the drivers’ cham- 
pionship race. 

French Toyota driver 
Didier Auriol, who finished 
fifth in New Zealand, now 
leads with 75 points from bis 
Finnish teammate Juha 
Kankkunen and Spanish driv- 
er Carlos Sainz, both on 72. 

Kankknnen finished 
second in New Zealand, 
admitting that McRae had 
just been too fast to catch. 
Sainz was eliminated on the 
first day when the engine 
failed on Ms Subaru. 

McRae, son of five-tunes 


British champion Jimmy 
McRae, led from the first 
afternoon of the three-day 
event and raced along New 
Zealand's smooth gravel 
roads to win by two minutes 
14 seconds. 

He was not only fast but 
also consistent. The Scot was 
foe only front-runner who did 
not have at least one spin, 
and his blue car was un- 
marked at foe end. 

“I was never flat out,” be 
said. 

It was his second world 
championship victory, the 
first also coming in New Zea- 
land last year. 

“This was just as difficult, 
but in a different way. Last 
year I had to go flat out to 
keep in front, but this year I 
had to back off and then it’s 
bard to keep your concentra- 
tion up.” 

The Mitsubishi team had 
one of its best results, Ger- 
man Annin Schwarz finishing 
third ahead of Swedish team- 
mate Kenneth Eriksson, who 
increased bis lead in the Asia- 
Pacific championship with his 
fourth placing. 

Auriol had held second at 
the halfway stage but drop- 


ped back on day two after a 
crash and problems with both 
Ms gearbox and his front 
differential. 

The only change to foe 
overnight piacings among the 
leading contenders on foe 
short final day came when 
Finn An Vatanen, going flat 
out in Ms Fort Escort Cos- 
worth trying to catch Schwarz 
for third, ran into a gully just 
before a fast corner. 

The car took off, flew 
across foe road and hit a tree 
at an estimated 160 kmh (100 
mpfa), but Vatanen and Ita- 
lian co-driver Fabrizia Pons 
were unharmed. “I made an 
error. It was a big tree,” 
Vatanen said. 

New Zealand champion 
-Joe McAndrew finished sixth 
in his private Subaru Legacy, 
ahead of Toyota driver 
YosMo Fujimoto of Japan. 
Australian Ed Ordynski won 
the Group N category for 
near-standard cars and 
finished ninth overall in Ms 
Mitsubishi Lancer. 

Toyota retained its lead in 
the manufacturers’ cham- 
pionship, although narrowed 
the gap to 13 points. 


IAAF calls for all 
documents on Harris 


ST PETERSBURG (R) — 
The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
urged foe U.S. governing 
body Saturday to send im- 
mediately all its documents 
on banned hurdler Danny 
Harris to the federation’s 
headquarters in Monte Car- 
lo. 

Earlier U.S.A Track and 
Field (U.S.A.T.F) President 
Larry Ellis said the American 
body was considering legal 
action to get the drugs ban on 
Harris lifted before the end 
of fob northern season. 

Harris, the 1984 Olympic 
400 metres hurdles silver 
medallist, was banned for 
four years in 1992 after test- 
ing positive for cocaine. 

He was reinstated by the 
American governing body 
U.S.A.T.F. last year and ran 
in. four European meetings 
this season. 

However, the IAAF ban- 
ned him from the London 
Grand Prix July IS, saying 


only its council had the power 
to reinstate banned athletes. 
The next council meeting is 
not scheduled until Novem- 
ber. 

IAAF spokesman Christ- 
opher Winner told Reuters 
mat to his knowledge the 
federation had not received 
any communication from 
U.S.A.T.F. or from Harris’s 
coach Bob Kersee. 

“If Larry Ellis and 
U.S.A.T.F. feel so deeply 
and so strongly about Danny 
Harris then it’s incumbent for 
them to send the documents 
to the IAAF,” Winner said. 
“Action is what's required 


now, not more talk.” 

EOis told reporters at the 
Goodwill Games that legal 
action was now a possibility. 

“We are going to have our 
fewyers try to explore the 
possibility of trying to expe- 
dite this before November," 
he said. 

“Sometimes when you are 
dealing with the IAAF you 
should go foere with a good 
lawyer.” 

ElHas said reinstating Har- 
ris would be a signal from the 
IAAF that he had achieved 
something worthwhile in 
breaking Ms dependency on 


FOR RENTj^U^ji-aiA 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & -B. 

■☆Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual Rent - Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 i 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT " 

IN AL JUBEIHA 

A first floor deluxe furnished apartment, con- 
sisting of three bedrooms, including one mas- 
ter, salon, dining room, living room, entree, 
three bathrooms, telephone, separate central 
heating, brand-new electrical equipment. 

Area: 220 square metres, located in the most ^ 
beautiful area opposite the University of Jor- ' 
dan Mosque, near Nivin Restaurant. 

- c= 

For further Information and enquiries 
please cajl tel. 680851, 673573. 


BEST SCHOOLING 

Before registering for next year, you are invited to 
visit Al Istifa School which is one of the most 
advanced schools in west Amman. 

We also provide excellent preschooling. 

Contact; Coorcj’n office 819111 


A DRIVER LOOKING FOR A JOB 

A driver holding a 4th category driving licence (qualifying 
‘him to drive taxi cabs, service taxis and small coaster 
buses) is looking for a driver job with a family or an 
embassy. Age: 41 years, educated, writes and speaks 
English. 

Call Abu Fares Tel. 686987 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Two and three bedroom apartments with spacious living 
rooms, for yearly rental, overlooking the Sports City. 
Garden & elevator with full time security attendant 
Beautifully furnished & decorated. All appliances. 

Contact telephone 603677 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

AN UNFURNISHED APARTMENT IN SEIM FI EH. WEST AMMAN . 210 
SQUARE METERS . 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, UVUK8 ROOM, QUEST 
ROOM AND ONINQ ROOM . KITCHEN IS FURNISHED FROM JWICO 
WITHOUT APPLIANCES . TWO INDOOR VERANDAHS, ELEVATOR. 
CENTRAL ANTENNA AND INTERCOM . HIDDEN CAR PARK UNDER 
BUILDtNQ . 

PLEASE DIRECTLY CALL THE OWNER .FOR MORE INFORMATION 

624848, 679666 


Berger wins explosive 
German Grand Prix 


HOCKENHEIM, Germany 
(R) — Austrian Gerhard 
Berger won a dramatic and 
explosive German Grand 
Pnx Sunday and delivered 
FcrrarTs first victory since 
1990. 

Berger triumphed comfort- 
ably by more than 54 seconds 
ahead of Frenchman Olivier 
Panis in a Ligier at the end of 
a race marred by a crash and 
a fire which ended with- 
Dutchman Jos Verstappen 
and three Benetton mecha- 
nics being flown to hospital 
with bums. 

This was not the only inci- 
dent to overshadow the race 
as virtually half of the 26-car 
field were wiped out on the 
first lap alone. 

Two major accidents, one 
on the grid and one on the 
first corner, reduced the field 
from 26 to 13 by the end of 
lap one, although both Wil- 
liams cars returned by the 
end of lap three. 

Berger’s win was made 
easy when the championship- 
leading German driver 
Michael Schumacher was 
forced to retire after chasing 
Mm in second place for 20 
laps. 

Verstappen was the victim 
of a spectacular fuel-ignited 
flash fire after 15 laps of the 
45-lap race. 

The fire erupted in the pit 
lane outside the Benetton 
garage but was extinguished 
within seconds by the prompt 
use of powder-filled fire ex- 
tinguishers. 

Verstappen, however, and 
four of the Benetton team 
mechands were treated for 
bums at the circuit's medical 
centre. Then the Dutchman 
and three of the other victims 
had to be taken by helicopter 
to hospital for further treat- 
ment. 

Schumacher, driving under 
appeal against a two-race ban 


and six-point penalty, was hit 
by a blown engine on h is 
Benetton on a bleak day for 
foe team. 

Berger’s win was foe ninth 
of his career and his first 
since he won the Australian 
Grand Prix in a McLaren in 
November 1992. 

He was followed home by 
the two Ligiers — the team 
recently purchased by Benet- 
ton — driven by Frenchmen 
Olivier Panis and Eric Ber- 
nard. 

The points scored by LigieT 
were their first of the season 
and rbe first of Panis* career. 

Christian Fittipaldi of Bra- 
zil driving a Footwork came 
in fourth, Gianni Morbidelli 
of Italy, also in a Footwork, 
fifth and Frenchman Erik 
Comas in a Lairousse sixth. 

The race, which began in 
31 degrees Celsius heat and 
an intimidating atmosphere 
with fire-crackers and loud 
chants from the vast crowd, 
was dramatic from start to 
finish. 

Italian driver Alessandro 
Zanardi, in a Lotus, was in a 
collision with compatriot 
Andrea de Cesaris's Sauber, 
after de Cesaris himself had 
been hit from behind by 
another car. 

This triggered a multi-car 
crash and another collision in 
which it appeared that Bri- 
tons Martin Brundle and 
Johnny Herbert, in a 
McLaren and Lotus respec- 
tively, were involved. 

B.oth Minardis, driven by 
Italians Michele Alboreto 
and Pierluigi Martini, were 
also eliminated in the crash 
on the grid. 

Another accident at the 
first comer involving Fin- 
land’s Mika Hakkinen, who 
seemed to drive into the rear 
of Briton Damon Hill's Wil- 
liams. involved David Coul- 
thard of Britain in foe second 


Williams. German Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen. in the 
second Sauber. and Mark 
Blundell of Britain in a Tyr- 
rell. 

The race was not stopped, 
nor was a safety car sent on to 
slow down the pace after 
either crash. Race officials 
said it was unnecessary as 
there was no debris on the 
track and all the cars that 
came off did so at safe places. 

Both Jordans driven by 
Briton Eddie Irvine and 
Brazilian Rubens Barrichello 
were also eliminated at the 
first corner to the Hakkinen 
collision which also affected 
Frenchman Jean Alesi in a 
Ferrari. 

Alesi retired after cruising 
to a halt on the straight lead- 
ing to the first chicane, leav- 
ing Berger to defend his and 
Ferrari's lead from Schu- 
macher. 

The pair battled through- 
out the opening laps sepa- 
rated by less than a second 
before Schumacher pitied on 
lap 12. 

When the German re- 
turned he soon caught up 
again to take second place 
but his engine expired after 
19 laps, giving Berger a com- 
fortable run nome. 

Ferrari's victory enabled 
them to draw level with 
McLaren in the record books 
as the two most successful 
teams in the history of For- 
mula One with 104 wins each. 

Berger, who abandoned 
his car in the stadium com- 


plex in front of most of the 
150,000 capacity crowd, was 
delighted with his and the 
Ferrari team's drought- 
ending victory. 

“I am so happy.” he said 
after his tumultuous recep- 
tion on the victory's podium, 
the crowd having wanned to* 
him after being unable to 
celebrate a home win by their 
hero Schumacher. 

"It was a great day for me 
and for the team, a really 
great performance. I feel so 
happy for the team and 
everyone involved because of 
'the hard work wc have all 
done in the last year and a 
half. 

“I am delighted too for 
Jean Todt, our ream mana- 
ger, because he has worked 
very hard doing a brilliant job 
to re motivate and organise 
the team.*' 

Todt, the Frenchman who 
left the Peugeot sportscar 
team to join Ferrari a year 
ago, phoned Ferrari Presi- 
dent Luca di Montezemoto 
with the news at the end of 
the race before being 
embraced by Berger. 

Berger admitted he was 
worried when Schumacher 
was close behind him early in 
the race and relieved to sec 
him retired, giving him a 
comfortable run to the che- 
quered flag. 

“Now we have to hope we 
can improve the car again as 
much as we have so that we 
can be really competitive on 
all other sorts of circuits." he 
said. 


CAR FOR SALE 
(Duty unpaid) 

Mercedes Benz 230. model 1978. automatic, good 
condition. 

If Interested, please call tel. 660745/660748 


GlobalAccess 

70 countries, 70 currencies, 
160,000 ATMs, 1 card. 

Call or visit any of the BBME branches for details. 

Jebel Hussein: Tel: 66047 1/2 Amman: Tel: 6.16/75/ft Jebel Amman: Tel: 645102/6 
Wehdat: Tel : 770S10. 7701.10 Zerka: Tel: (09) 992501/2 


The British Bankofthe Middle East \ ^ 


Umber HSBC 4X) Croup 


HSHC CD 










Tel-: 699238 1 Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Richard Gere/Sharon Stone 
in 

INTERSECTION 


Shows: 12 -jo. 3 JO, 6:15. 8 JO, 10 JO 


ShanTian-Mahmoud Hamideh — 
Hussein Fahmi in 

Women’s market 
Arabic 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 
Robin Hood 
Men In Tights 

CONCORD “2” 
GET AWAY 


12J0, 3:15, 5, 6J0, 8:30, lOJO'p.m. Sbows; I2:30 ‘ 3:30 . 6:15, 8J0, I0J0 


Tel.: 618274 - 61S275 


" Cinema and Theatre 

THELMA AND LOUISE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00 

Starting Aug. 15, the poli tical p lay 

“SAHRA KANAUNIEH” 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashinl Theatre 


Today & Everyday 
Abu,Awwad in social comedy 

“PUNCTURED BAG” 



Present their piay: 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Satan* Ya 3alam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tue 
days. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Rival gang kills Algerian Islamic leader 

\ ALGIERS (AFP) — A rival armed Muslim fundamentalist 

■ $J? T U P V 1135 billed a ieader of the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), Abdul Kader Hattab, with his wife and nine of his 
aides, Algerian security officials announced Sunday. The 
bodies of Hattab, known as Mouloud, and the 10 others 

. were found buried in a cave at Ojebel Bouzegza. near 
! Algiers, the officials said. According to the authorities, the . 
; 11 members of the GIA, one of the most hardline of the 
’ Islamic guerrilla movements waging a war on the Algerian 

■ security forces, were slain by a rival gang led by Said 
; Makhloufi, Last year, the GIA began targetting' expatriate 

workers and residents it accused of collaborating with the 
regime. Extremists began their bloody campaign, which 
\ has claimed more than 3,000 lives, after the army inter- 
; vened in January 1992 to bring about the cancellation of the 

■ second round of a general election the Islamic Salvation 
! Front (FIS) was poised to win. The FIS was outlawed later 

m the year. 

I Iran to hand over Azeri refugee camps to Baku 

■ TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is to hand over the administration 
; of Azeri refugee camps built by Tehran in southern 
; Azerbaijan to the Baku government, the Iranian Red 

Crescent Society (IRCS) said Sunday. 1RCS chief Seifollah 
; Vahid-Dastjerdi, quoted by the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the supervision of all nine camps 
situated near the border with Tran would be transferred 
within six months. The camps were built at the request of 
Baku in 1993 to help shelter hundreds of thousands of 
Azeris displaced horn the war with the Armenians over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh enclave. .The Iranian-administered 
camps sheltered around 50.000 refugees, who came from 
war-stricken areas in southwestern Azerbaijan. Mr. Vahid- 
Dastjerdi added that the transfer would take place under 
the supervision of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. 

Earthquake rocks southwest Iran 

, TEHRAN (AFP) — An earthquake measuring 5.3 on the 
‘ Richter scale hit regions in southwestern Iran on Sunday. 

: Tehran Radio reported. There were no immediate reports 
of casualties or damage from the temblor which struck 
Anduneshk and Badreh region near the town of Dam. 
Some SO earth tremors have been registered throughout 
Iran in the last two months. A quake measuring five can 
cause considerable damage. 

U.S. Navy firefighters put out tugboat fire 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Firefighters from the U.S. Navy 
destroyer USS Paul F. Foster put out an engine-room blaze 
aboard a commercial tugboat Sunday, die navy reported. 
The destroyer responded to the 3 a.m. (1200 GMT) distress 
call of the Glorious City, a tugboat that flies the Hondurian 
flag, and dispatched a rescue and assistance team. Hie 
team ext ing uished the blaze at approximately 5:54 a.m. 
(0254 GMT), according to a navy statement. There were no 
injuries to the tugboat crew. A member of the rescue team 
from the Paul F. Foster, homeported in San Diego, 
sustained minor dehydration during the firefighting efforts, 
bat has returned to normal duties, the statement added. 

Turkey hits U.N. resolution on Cyprus 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey has criticised the U.N. Security 
Council’s latest resolution mi Cyprus, saying it. did not 
place enougfTemphasts on confidence-building measures 
and showed signs of bias. “It put the emphasis on elements 
of an extensive solution ahead of an agree m e m on the 
confidence measures,” Turkey's Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Ferbat Ataman said in a written statement on ; 
Saturday. He also said that the resolution “does not fully 
and impartially reflect the positive developments explained 
in the secretary general's report.” Mr. Ataman said 
Ankara had welcomed a June report by the Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali to the council, explaining the 
Turkish approach towards measures to ease negotiations 
on reuniting the island under a federal system. The Security 
Council adopted a resolution on Friday asking Dr. Ghali to 
undertake a “fundamental and far-reaching reflection'' on 
ways of resolving the Cyprus problem and to report bade by 
the end of October. 

Iran opens blood processing centre 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafcanjani opened a blood processing centre here on 
Sunday, said to be the largest in tire Middle East, Tehran 
Radio reported. The centre can process up to 80,000 liters 
of Mood for production of blood derivatives, the radio said. 
The target was to end Iran’s dependency on blood imports, j 
Mr. Rafsanjani told the radio that the centre was “poUtical- ! 
Yjf and economically important, given the spread of AIDS , 
in foreign countries. A blood refinery is no less important 
than an oil refinery. Out of the 280 cases of AIDS in Iran, 
200 caught the disease through transfusion of imported 
Mood.” The first AIDS case recorded in Iran was that of a 
baby infected by the transfusion of imported blood, 
according to the health ministry. 

Kuwait advises fuel workers to pray 

KUWAIT (R) — The Islamic Affairs Ministry has urged 
Muslim workers at Kuwait petrol stations not to miss their 
Friday prayers at mosques even if that means temporarily 
closing the station, a newspaper reported on Sunday. 
“Workers obligated (by being Muslims) to perform the 
Friday prayer should stop working and nidi upon the 
prayer call (to the nearest mosque).*' die newspaper 
Al-Seyasseh said, quoting a ministry statement. It said a 
station should close for the duration of the prayer if all 
workers there were Muslims and all wished to pray. The 
ministry's directive was interpreted as a guidance and is not 
binding on state-owned Kuwait National Petroleum Com- 


pany (KNJPC), which owns the emirate's petrol stations. 
In Kuwait there is no legal requirement for shops, offices or 
other workplaces to dose for prayer or other religious 


• duties. Such decisions are up to the local person in charge, 
i In neighbouring Saudi Arabia and Iran religious police 
J ensure workplaces close for Muslim prayers. 

! Kuwait plans centre to treat drug addicts 

l KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait plans to open a specialised centre 
, for the treatment of drug addicts next year, a newspaper on 
- Sunday reported a health official as saying. Abdul Rahman 
> Al Asfour, director of the emirate’s psychiatric hospital, 
said the long- planned health ministry centre for the 
. treatment of narcotic addiction would be attached to the 
; hospital, the English-language Arab Times reported. Its 

• construction was delayed because of Iraq’s 1990-91 occupa- 
tion, he was reported as saying. The hospital was also 
studying the possibility of establishing a network of 

; half-way houses where addicts could be rehabilitated into 
' society following treatment, he was reported as saying. The 
' health ministry had recently signed a contract for the 
construction of a second psychiatric hospital, he added. 

U.N. probe attacked In Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AP) — U.N. officials flew Sunday to a 
) western border town to find out what happened to a 
1 company of Zimbabwean peacekeepers attacked by a 
Somali militia. U.N. spokesman George Benner: said 
! agency officials in Mogadishu had not established contact 
j with about 150 Zimbabweans since the attack Saturday by 
militiamen of the Habre Gedir sub-cian loyal to warlord 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed. Unconfirmed reports said the 
militiamen looted the contingent’s personal aid military 
] supplies, including vehicles. There were no reports of 
, injuries. 


Israeli 

Arabs 

stage 

protest 


Israeli security forces arrest 
I an Israeli Arab youth dur- 
: ing a protest staged by 
Israeli Arabs in front of the 
prime minister’s office on 
Sunday. The demonstration 
was in protest against the 
I government’s discrimina- 
tory potides against Israeli 
Arab villages and towns 
which are denied funds for 
development and infras- 
tructure. Since the crea t i on 
af the Jewish state in 1948, 
Israeli' Arabs have been 
complaining about systema- 
tic a gatirej 

them. About 800,000 Arabs 
are Israeli citizens (AFP 
photo) 
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Al Nahar closes under PLO ban 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — One of the two 
daily newspapers serving 
Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza dosed on 
Sunday, three days after the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) banned its 
distribution in self-rule areas 
under controversial circumst- 
ances. 

Mustafa Al Sawwaf, a 
journalist at Al Nahar news- 
paper, said editor Othman Al 
HaOak froze publication of 
the newspaper and put staff 
on unpaid leave until further 
notice. The paper's Jeru- 
salem headquarters were 
locked on Sunday afternoon. 

Al Nahar, founded in 1985, 
has followed an openly pro- 
Jordanian line in its coverage 
of the Middle East conflict. 
This is now particularly sensi- 
tive after last week's agree- 
ment between Jordan and 
Israel, which angered the 
PLO. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) banned cir- 
culation of the n ew sp a p e r in 
Gaza and Jericho on Thurs- 
day, saying it had foiled to 
register with the new self-rule 
authorities. 

Palestinian journalists have 
protested the banning which 


PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
maintained had nothing to do 
with politics. 

Stan at Al Nahar in Jeru- 
salem reported for work and 
began preparing Monday’s 
edition, but by midday the 
management decided to back 
down. 

“We will not open until we 
have an assurance from the 
Palestinian authority in Gaza 
that our newspaper will be 
distributed in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as normal," a 
manager said. 

No one at the newspaper 
from the owner down was 
prepared to be quoted for 
fear of further provoking the 
authority in its first damp- 
down on a free press. 

“They can do whatever 
they want to us, we have no 
protection at all,” one jour- 
nalist admitted. 

Mr. Arafat ordered the 
dosure after all copies were 
seized at the entry point into 
the Gaza Strip on Thursday. 

The newspaper was ac- 
cused of adopting a line 
“harmful to Palestinian 
national interests” and not 
having an ope r a tin g licence 
from the new authority. 

A spokesman for Mr. Ara- 
fat said Sunday: “Nothing 
has changed." 


Israel's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin criti- 
cised the dosure. “Mr. Ara- 
fat’s decision to dose Al 
Nahar is an unhealthy sign 
that the Palestinian authority 
is following a n on-democratic 
path and an unhealthy sign 
for the remainder of the 
peace process with Israel,” 
he said. 

Mr. Arafat’s mainst ream 
PLO movement Fateh issued 
a strongly-worded statement 
against Al Nahar and a pro- 
Jordanian weekly, Akbar Al 
Balad, whose owner dedded 
to close down on Friday be- 
fore being dosed down by the 
authority. 

Leading Palestinian jour- 
nalists agned a petition de- 
manding the right to free 
expression and an end to the 
closures. 

“Irrespective of the politic- 
al affiliation of the paper and 
whatever allegiances it has, 
we feel that the action against 
them is a direct violation of 
the freedom of expression 
and publication,” they said. 

“It is also contrary to the 
democratic basis that we 
hope to build for our socie- 
ty." 

They called on die author- 
ity “to take active steps to 
stop the repeat of these ac- 


tions and to guarantee the 
rights of journalists and their 
institutions, not to hurt them 
physically or morally, not to 
threaten them or to attempt 
to deny them their sources of 
Jiving.” 

In die two months since 
Palestinian self-rule started, 
journalists have complained 
of harassment, and the au- 
thority has harshly attacked 
critical newspapers. 

But the banning of Al 
Nahar was the first major 
action against media freedom 
under Palestinian control. 

The Paris-based press 
group reporters Sans Fron- 
tieres (Reporters Without 
Borders) criticised the ban on 
Friday. 

“Raising the problem of Al 
Nahar as though it were a 
crime against democracy is 
just a tie. The (proper) basis 
is to have a licence to publish 
the newspaper," a PLO offi- 
cial quoted Mr. Arafat as 
telling a delegation of Gazans 
late on Saturday. 

But Marwan Abu Zalaf, 
managing editor of the re- 
maining daily newspaper Al 
Quds, said the Palestinian 
authority had not set op any 
system of registering publica- 
tions. 


New doubt cast on 
N. Korean premier 


SEOUL (Agencies) — North 
Korean Premier Kang Song 
San was not at the funeral of 
a vice premier, official media 
reported Sunday, reviving 
doabts over his position in 
die Stalinist state after the 
recent defection of a man 
claiming to be his son-in-law. 

Mr. Kang’s name was not 
on the list of North Korean 
officials present for Satur- 
day's state funeral. The list 
was carried in a Pyongyang 
radio report monitored Sun- 
day by the Naewoe Press, a 
Seoul monitoring agency. 

On Friday, just one day 
before the funeral, Mr. Kang 
appeared in public to pay 
respects at the bter of Kang 
Hui Won, who died after an 
unspecified long illness at the 
age of 73, according to North 
Korean merfia. Mr. Kang was 
also named to bead the funer- 
al committee. 

This had earlier led North 
Korea watchers in the South 
to believe that the premier 
had retained his powers. 

Pyongyang Radio did not 
give reasons for his absence 
and officials at Naewoe said 
they were not sore whether it 
meant Mr. Kang had fallen 
from power. 

Small changes such as 
funeral arrangements for im- 
portant officials often pro- 
vide glimpses into power 
shifts ui the isolated com- 
munist state. 

Kang Myong Do, 35. who 
defected to the South in May 
through a third country, told 
a news conference Wednes- 
day that he was Premier 
Kang’s son-in-law. The North 
has denied the daim. 

He also said North Korea 
has already buOt five nuclear 
bombs and is planning to 
build five more. He was the 
first reported member of the 
North’s inner aide to daim 
the existence of nuclear 
bombs. 

South Korean officials 
seem convinced of his identi- 
ty. but they zed Western 
officials have expressed 
doubt about the reliability of 
bis information, which he 
said he received through con- 
versations with the intelli- 
gence chief responsible for 
the North's main nuclear 


complex in Yongbyon. 

Premier Kang ami the late 
vice-premier axe both distant 
relatives of late North Ko- 
rean leader Kim B Sung on 
his mother's side. Kim died 
July 8 of reported heart fai- 
lure at age 82. 

Also Sunday. North Korea 
heaped criticism of rival 
South Korea for trying to 
punish Pak Bo-Hi, a U.S.- 
based South Korean news- 
paper publisher, after he 
made a trip to the communist 
state for Kim’s funeral. 

The Seoul government 
pressured the national daily 
Segye Times published in 
Seoul to replace Mr. Pak as 
its publisher last week, saying 
he was unqualified for the 
post. Government prosecu- 
tors have threatened to arrest 
him if be returns to South 
Korea. 

“The threat ... is a crude 
violation of humanism and an 
impudent challenge to uni- 
versal ethics and morality. It 
can never be pardoned,” the 
North’s offiical Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency (KCNA) 
said Sunday, quoting a com- 
mentary in the official 
Rodong Sinmun newspaper. 

South Korea has denied 
that its action was retribu- 
tion. It said Mr. Pak, a U.S. 
permanent resident, violated 
south Korean laws which for- 
bid foreign residents to be- 
come publishers. 

During his 11-day trip to 
North Korea, Mr. Pak 
attended Kim’s funeral and 
met with his son and desig- 
nated heir, Kim Jong-11. 
Seoul had warned that any 
South Korean citizen who 
offered condolences would 
face punishment under 
national security laws that 
ban pro-North Korean activi- 
ties. 

Mr. Pak is currently in the 
United States. He also serves 
as chairman of the Was hi rig- 
ton D.C. -based daily 
Washington Times. Both it 
and the Sebye Times are 
owned by the Unification 
Church. 

Kim D-Strng is reviled in 
the South for starting the 
bloody 1950-1953 Korean 
war, which left 2-5 million 
people killed in both Koreas. 


Palestinian authority 
faces challenges of 
laws, human rights 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in 
charge of self-rule faces a 
daunting challenge in draw- 
ing up a coherent set of laws 
for Gaza and Jericho to pro- 
tect human rights. 

“The new authority in 
Gaza and Jericho faces a task 
which is unprecedented in its 
complexity," said Hanan 
Ashrawi, the Palestinian 
commissioner for human 
rights and former spokes- 
woman in peace talks with 
Israel. 

“They have to lay down 
the bases of a future state 
without having the powers, in 
a society that has been 
traumatised by 2d years of 
Israeli military occupation 
and violence." 

First the authority will 
have to untangle a web of 
different laws. 

“We want to have the rule 
of law. But which law? The 
law is not the same in Jericho 
and Gaza,” Dr. Ashrawi ex- 
plained to AFP. 

In Jericho on tire West 
Bank, which was adminis- 
tered by Jordan before Israel 
seized the territory in 1967. 
old Jordanian laws still ap- 
plied although they had been 
modified in Jordan itself. 

Gaza has Palestinian leg- 
islation dating back to 1962, 
when it was under Egyptian 
control, together with milit- 
ary edicts issued by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army (PLA) 
in Lebanon in 1978. 

The PLA forms the back- 
bone of the new Palestinian 
police force which has taken 
over from the Israeli military 
in the self-rule areas. 

“It’s impossible to say like 
Abu Ammar (PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat) that we go 
back to pre-1967. The facts 
have changed completely,” 
said Dr. Ashrawi. 

“We need quick action by 
legal brains to unify the law 
and a legal body appointed 
by the national authority,” 
she said, noting that the 
autonomy accord allowed 


Israel to block new laws. 

Dr. Ashrawi, who turned 
down calls to join the new 
leadership in favour of lead- 
ing a human rights commis- 
sion. said a new legal system 
should come before elec- 
tions, which have been de- 
layed and are now not due 
until December. 

The treatment of detainees 
is also a worry for groups 
concerned with the human 
rights situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip that 
number at least 20. 

Officially, the number of 
inmates is low: 50 prisoners 
held “for security reasons” 
and around 100 others for 
common law crimes, out of 
900,000 residents in the 
autonomous areas. 

But the death of Farid 
Jarub in early July after 
police interrogation set alarm 
bells ringing. 

The man accused of col- 
laborating with the Israelis 
died after having been beaten 
up and left without medical 
attention, according to family 
and friends. 

Ghazi Diab. a critic of the 
autonomy deal with brad, 
accused the new leadership of 
"inheriting the methods of- 
the Israeli army.” 

“Prisoners are beaten up, 
deprived of the services of a 
lawyer, locked up for hours 
with a hood over their 
heads," said die member of 
the Popular Front for Libera- 
tion of Palestine who spent 
more than 16 years in Israeli 
jails. 

He complained of police 
brutality towards lawyers as 
well as over the spread of 
different branches of the 
police and military services. 

Cases such as die death of 
Farid Jarub “raise the ques- 
tion of legal measures. They 
are a test of the behaviour of 
the authorities," said Dr. 
Ashrawi. 

She noted Mr. Arafat had 
vowed to help protect the 
human rights of detainees 
and ordered a thorough in- 
vestigation, which has so for 
resulted in the arrest of three 
policemen in connection with 
the Jarub case. 
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PLO names 
officers for 
border 
crossings 

GAZA (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has appointed 
police officers who next week 
will start liaising with Israel at 
the borders of the Palestinian 
self-rule areas with Jordan 
and Egypt, a senior Palesti- 
nian official has said. 

Control of border crossings 
was one of the most hotly 
disputed issues during Israeli- 
PLO negotiations on self- 
rule. wmch was launched 
finally in May. Israel even- 
tually accepted a Palestinian 
presence while it retained 
overall control. 

Chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Nabil Shaath said in an 
interview late on Saturday 
that Major Nazmi Mohaxma 
would be the chief Palesti- 
nian officer at Gaza's Rafah 
checkpoint with Egypt- - 

Major Fawzi Odeh was 
appointed to the King Hus- 
sein Bridge crossing between 
the Jericho self-rule enclave 
and Jordan. 

Dr. Shaath said the men 
would begin their work next 
week. 

The Palestinian officers 
will serve as deputies to the 
Israeli commanders of the 
two crossing points, along- 
side two other Israeli deputy ' 
commanders. 

Israel will still monitor 
everyone arriving and leav- 
ing, watching a Palestinian 
ponce checkpoint through 
one-wav glass. But Palesti- : 
man officers will stand along- j 
ae Israelis as they question ! 
and search Palestinians. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) will soon , 
collect taxes from Palesti- 1 
mans in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho, an official said Sunday. 

Mr. Tayeb Abdul Kahim , a 
PNA official, told the Associ- 
ated Press that the 19-mem- 
ber cabinet set up a tax 
collection authority at its 
weekly Saturday meeting in : 
Gaza Gty. 

“We will start collecting 
taxes from Palestinian ; 
businessmen,” Mr. Abdul 
Rahim said. 

The authority will be 
headed by Jamil Tarifi. the j 
Palestinian minister for civil 
affairs, who is also in charge 
of coordinating with Israel. 

Israel handed over Gaza i 
and Jericho to Palestinian I 
self-rule in May. Since then, 
Israeli officials have urged 
the Palestinians to set up a : 
tax collection system to facili- I 
tate governance. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said the 
authority’s first task would be i 
to ask Palestinian business- I 
men to report all purchases 
from Israel since tne auton- ' 
omy began in May, so it I 
could get value added tax I 
back from the Israelis. 

He' said taxation levels 
would be worked out be- 
tween the Palestinian finance 
ministry and business 
leaders, 

“The Palestinian authority 
win also ask every business- ! 
man to submit a report on 
Israeli products he imported 
once May 17 to enable the 
authority to ask the Israeli 
government for VAT taxes 
paid by them,” Mr. Abdul 
Rahim said. Israel imposed 
high taxes on businessmen in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
The economic accord signed 
between the two sides in 
Paris in April allows the 
Palestinian authority to levy 
frrtes from businessmen, 
jrhe amount of taxes will be 
determined by the finance 
ministry and businessmen at 
a later date," Mr. Abdul 
Rahim said. 


Watergate downs 
another president 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Watergate Hotel saw the 
downfall of another U.S, 
president Saturday, but this 
time the victim was quickly 
back on his feet. President 
Bill Clinton took a tumble 
outside the Watergate com- 
plex as he went on his cus- 
tomary early morning jog. 
Mr. Clinton’s red cap went 
flying and he slightly injured 
his left knee and right elbow 
before aides helped him back 
on to his feet to complete his 
run. The Watergate apart- 
ment complex was where em- 
ployees of President Richard 
Nixon’s reelection campaign 
broke into the Democratic 
Party National Headquarters 
in June, 1972. That incident 
eventually forced Mr. Nixon 
to resign in disgrace two 
years later. 

Diana’s health 

files stolen 

% 

LONDON (R) — Intimate 
files about Princess Diana's 
physical and mental health 
during her foiled marriage to 
Prince Charles have been 
stolen from the office of her 
private therapist, British 
newspapers reported Sunday. 
The confidential records, 
which could document Prin- 
cess Diana’s alleged suicidal 
tendencies and her battle 
with the eating disorder Buli- 
mia, would cause deep 
embarrassment if they were 
made public, said the reports 
is two tabloids. The loss of 
the sensitive computer files 
would mark another serious 
breach of privacy for the 
royal family, whose mystique 
has been tom to shreds by 
telephone bugging and long- 
lens photo snooping. British 
police confirmed they were 
investigating a burglary at 
consulting rooms in Harley 
Street where the royal ther- 
apist Roderick Lane is based. 


A bad day for 
overseas worker 

MANILA (AP) — Nardso 
Dapat had a bad day, a very 
bad day. Mr. Dapat returned 
to the Philippines after com- 
pleting 10 years of work in 
Saudi Arabia, and things 
started to go wrong. First, he 
lost his luggage and souvenirs 
be had brought home from 
the Middle East. Then, on 
the way out of the Nraoy 
Aquino International Air- 
port, robbers held him up, 
taking the money be saved 
from his overseas job. He 
decided he needed a drink, 
but ended up getting so 
drunk that he started .chasing 
people with a dub. Soon a* 
mob was after him So he 
ducked into a nearby bouse, 
where be armed himself with 
a kitchen knife and grabbed 
an 11-year-oid boy to keep 
people from coming near 
him. That started an 11-hour 
hostage drama that ended at, 
the Manila domestic airport,- 
where be tried to get on a 
plane to his home province of 
Capiz in the central Philip- 
pines. Police arrested him be- 
fore he could get on the 
plane. Mr. Dapat's misfor- 
tunes were carried by local 
radio stations, which urged 
airport authorities help him. 
An investigation was con- 
ducted, but Mr. Dapat foiled 
to file a complaint about his 

missingl uggage and the rob- 
bery. The radio reports said 
the boy’s parents dedded not 
to file charges against Mr.' 
Dapat. 


Jefferson 
portrait stolen 

BOSTON, Massachusetts 
(AFP) — The earliest known 
portra it of the third U.S. 

I president, Thomas Jefferson, 
valued at half a million dol- 
lars ’ has been stolen from a 
studio here. The 1786 por- 
trait of one of the founding 
fethers of the United States 
had been sent to a studio here 
for reproduction, police said. 

Toddler puts car 
jn gear, plows 
into 5 children 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
two-year-oid, left momen- 
tarily in a car with its engine 
running, Saturday put the 
vehicle in gear and ploughed 
ihto five children in Los 
Angeles, seriously injuring 
roar of them, officials said. 
*wo 10-year-old rids who 
wwe crushed under the car 
suffered head and chest in- 
K were airlifted to 
children’s hospital. 
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